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Co-Presidents’ Message / Linda Carter-Ferrier and Alison Hamilton�
�����������
�������

If you have ever pondered giving your child away to a passing stranger, our 
March meeting is for you. Join us on Tuesday, March 31, for a special session we 
call “Ask Dr. Grace,” led by Dr. Nancy Grace, Director of the Developmental 
Disabilities Clinic in the Department of Behavioral Psychology at the Kennedy 
Krieger Institute. She will field your questions about behavior management issues 
for individuals with autism spectrum disorders, including those ever-popular 
questions about toilet training. Some of us (read: Alison) are quite sure our chil-
dren would still be in Pull-Ups without her. 

The next couple of months are busy ones for our chapter as we prepare for our 
Hometown Heroes for Autism event in April, followed by our 
annual Basket Bingo Extravaganza in May. Both of these 
events need participation by our members to succeed.  
   At our April meeting, we will honor this year’s Hometown 
Heroes for their work on behalf of families affected by ASD. If 
you have a friend, family member, service provider, teacher, 
advocate, or colleague who makes life better for people on the 
spectrum, this is your opportunity to say thank you. Simply fill 
out our online nomination form (visit www.aaccasa.org) or 
print and mail the copy of the form on pages 14-15 of this 
newsletter. Then join us on Tuesday, April 28, for a truly spe-
cial evening that will begin with a unique surprise. We aren’t 
giving any more hints; suffice it to say it will be worth the 
drive to Ruth Eason. 
   We won’t have time to rest or reflect after the Hometown 
Heroes celebration, as we will be preparing for basket bingo 
on Saturday, May 9. We are currently accepting donations of 
cash, goods, or services to help us fund and fill the Longaber-
ger baskets and raffle prizes. You’ll find our flyer and dona-
tion letter on pages 12-13. Book your tickets now (at 
www.aaccasa.org) and if you can help us before or during the 
event, please contact Mindy Wise at nanawise57@verizon.net. 
   Also consider bringing your sensory seekers to the Bounce 
for Autism event on Thursday, April 23, at Pump It Up in El-
kridge. This is a fundraiser for national ASA as well as a fun 
evening out. See the flyer on page 13 for details. 

   Thanks to everyone who joined us at our February meeting, which featured 
a presentation about the Cisco Center, led by Carla Nochera.  For further informa-
tion about the center, please go to http://www.ciscocenter.org or call (410) 647-
1503. Thanks also to everyone who participated in our first Sibshop sessions. We 
had a great response, and will be planning a multiple-session event for siblings in 
the fall. 

The Voice 
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On Thursday, 
March 26, at 8:30 
p.m., Bill Bate-
man’s Bistro (805 
Aquahart Road, 
Glen Burnie) will 
host their annual 
“Battle of the 
Guest Bartend-
ers.” Half of the 
proceeds from 
this event will go 
to our chapter! 
Please attend and 
support this event. 
For more infor-
mation, call (410) 
760-5535. 
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Events: Our online calendar provides 
updated information about the many 
autism-related and disability-related 
activities and events in our local area. 
It can be accessed at http://
www.aaccasa.org/calundur.htm. 
Support: Our chapter networking/
support/resource guide, available at 
http://www.aaccasa.org/images/
NetworkingGuide11-07.pdf, consists 
of a list of chapter member volunteers 
who are available to provide informa-
tion and assistance to family mem-
bers, friends, professionals, and ser-

vice providers. If you are a paid mem-
ber and have experience with any of 
the topics and would like to provide 
information and assistance, please 
contact Alison Hamilton at (410) 451-
8015 or hamiltonal@verizon.net. 
Staying informed: Subscribe to our e-
mail action alert by sending a mes-
sage through www.aaccasa.org. It is 
an easy way to learn the latest infor-
mation about federal, state, and local 
legislative initiatives, lobbying ef-
forts, or other action items related to 
autism and disabilities. 
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held on the last Tuesday evening of 
each month (August - November and 
January - May) at the Ruth Parker 
Eason School, 648 Old Mill Road, 
Millersville. Meetings begin at 7:00 
p.m. with introductions and general 
announcements, along with time for 

open discussion. A refreshment break 
is followed by a discussion led by the 
guest presenter. Ample time is al-
lowed for questions and follow-up 
discussion, as well as further opportu-
nity for group support and socializa-
tion. New members and new ideas are 
always welcome! 

��������������������������������������������������������������������� ���

New families: Our “Where to Start” 
brochure provides local resource in-
formation for families of children 
newly diagnosed with an autism spec-
trum disorder or families who are new 
to our area. It is available on our web-
site at www.aaccasa.org or by calling 
our chapter phone line at (410) 923-
8800. 
Chapter library: Our lending library 
is located at the Partners for Success 
Resource Center, Oakwood Elemen-
tary School, Portable “B”, 330 Oak 

Manor Drive, Glen Burnie. To see a 
full listing of the items available from 
our lending library, as well as related 
items available from the Partners for 
Success library, please go to 
www.aaccasa.org. To request an item, 
please contact Partners for Success at 
(410) 222-3805 or partnersforsuc-
cess@aacps.org. They will provide 
information about the various ways in 
which library materials can be ob-
tained. 
 

	�����������������

	��������� ����

���!��"���!����������



MARCH 09 THE VOICE PAGE 3 

 

On Saturday, March 14, at 10:00 
a.m., there will be a special needs 
movie showing of ‘Race to Witch 
Mountain’ at AMC Theatres, Colum-
bia Mall (10300 Little Patuxent Park-
way, Columbia) and AMC White 
Marsh 16 (8141 Honeygo Boulevard, 
Baltimore). Doors will open at 9:30 
a.m.; tickets are $6 per person and can 
be purchased at the door. The movie 
will start promptly at 10:00 a.m. with 
no trailers. The volume will be kept 
down and the lights will be kept up. 
Sensory breaks are encouraged. All 
families and friends with special 
needs are welcome. 
 
On Saturday, March 14, at 11:00 
a.m., there will be a sensory-friendly 
performance of “If You Give a Mouse 
a Cookie” at the Adventure Theatre at 
Glen Echo Park, 7300 MacArthur 
Blvd in Glen Echo (301-634-2270). 
The lights in the theater will stay on 
and the sound will be turned down. 
Adventure Theatre has set up this per-
formance specifically for families of 
children with autism and other special 
needs. For further information, please 
go to http://adventuretheatre.org/
mouse.html; next to the picture of the 
mouse, click on the link to the Sen-
sory Friendly Performance, and enter 
the Pre-Sale Code: SPFAM. 
 
On Thursday, March 19, from 6:30 
– 8:00 p.m., The Book Friends book 
club will meet at the Severna Park 
Library on 45 McKinsey Road. Par-
ticipants with and without disabilities 
(age 18 or older) are welcome to 
share the books, articles, pictures, or 
other forms of media that they’ve 
read and participate in discussions. 
For further information, please con-
tact Rita Belgrader at (410) 863-0360 
or rbel-
grader@servicecoordinationinc.org. 
 

On Saturday, March 21, at 7:35 
p.m., the Baltimore Blast will support 
Autism Speaks at their game at the 1st 
Mariner Arena.  Tickets are $19, and 
$4 from each ticket will be donated to 
Autism Speaks. For further informa-
tion, please contact Patrick Letts at 
(410) 558-4360 or 
pletts@baltimoreblast.com. 
 
On Saturday, March 21, from 2:00 
– 5:00 p.m., The Arc of the Central 
Chesapeake Region will hold their 6th 
annual bowl-a-thon at Annapolis 
Bowl on 2057 Generals Highway in 
Annapolis. The event provides assis-
tance to families of children with dis-
abilities so they may attend camps, 
pay for therapy, medicine, therapeutic 
equipment, wheelchairs, and other 
needs. For further information or to 
obtain registration materials, please 
contact Jodie Sponaugle at (410) 990-
1908 or jsponaugle@thearcccr.org. 
 
On Saturday, March 28, from 8:00 
– 11:00 a.m., The Joe Cannon Memo-
rial 5K race to benefit Recreation 
Deeds for Special Needs will be held 
at Fort Smallwood Park in Pasadena. 
For further information or to obtain 
registration materials, go to http://
www.aacounty.org/RecParks/
joecannonrun09.cfm or call Wendy 
Scarborough at 410-222-7313. 
 
On Monday, March 30, from 7:00 – 
8:15 p.m., The Anime Club will meet 
at the Crofton Library on 1681 Riedel 
Road. Activities include watching 
movies, learning to draw characters, 
sharing favorite anime cards, and so-
cializing. For further information, 
please contact Kathy Grey or Jenna 
Davis at (410) 863-0360. 
 
On Tuesday, March 31, from 3:00 - 
7:00 p.m. and on Wednesday, April 
1, from 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m., The 

Pathfinders for Autism Resource Cen-
ter is hosting an open house. Both 
open house days will feature tours of 
the center, product demonstrations, 
information, and guest speakers. For 
more information and to register, 
please call (443) 330-5370. 
 
On Saturday, April 4, at 9:00 a.m., 
The Bowen Foundation for Autism 
will hold their Second Annual 5K 
Run/Walk at Quiet Waters Park in 
Annapolis. Their mission is to raise 
awareness and monies for the preven-
tion, treatment, education, and re-
search efforts related to conditions 
along the autism spectrum and to im-
prove the lives of individuals with 
these conditions in Maryland. For 
further information, please go to 
http://www.bowenfoundation.org/
getinvolved_events.asp or contact 
Molly Alton Mullins at mollyal-
ton@yahoo.com or (410) 271-3469. 
 
On Sunday, April 5, at 2:00 p.m., 
The Design In Motion Dance Studio 
of Gambrills will host “Dance and 
Desserts” to benefit the Cisco Center 
at the Pascal Center for Performing 
Arts, Anne Arundel Community Col-
lege. Tickets are $10 and include ad-
mission, desserts, and drinks. Tickets 
will be available at the door.  For fur-
ther information, please contact Cisco 
Nochera at 410-647-1503. 
 
On Saturday, April 25, from 7:00 
p.m. – midnight, The Howard County 
Autism Society will hold their fourth 
annual Pieces of the Puzzle Gala at 
the Ten Oaks Ballroom, 5000 Signal 
Bell Lane, Clarksville. For further 
information, please call (410) 290-
3466 or go to http://www.howard-
autism.org. 
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On Monday, March 9, from 7:30 – 
9:00 p.m., Individual Differences in 
Learning is sponsoring a presentation 
entitled “Psychoeducational testing: 
How it can help your child.” Pre-
sented by Cynthia Sandler, Ph.D., the 
presentation will be held at Linden 
Linthicum United Methodist Church 
in Clarksville. Topics to be covered 
include: What specific tests actually 
test; Global Abilities Index versus 
Full Scale IQ score; What does proc-
essing mean and how it be measured; 
How to test for attentional and execu-
tive function weaknesses; and emo-
tional and personality testing. Please 
RSVP at 
info@gifteddifferentlearners.org. For 
directions, consult the website http://
www.gifteddifferentlearners.org/
calendar.html. 
 
On Tuesday, March 10, at 7:00 
p.m., CHADD of Anne Arundel 
County is sponsoring a presentation 
entitled “Late, lost and unprepared: 
How to help students build better ex-
ecutive skills.” Led by Joyce Cooper-
Kahn, Ph.D., the presentation will be 
held at Severna Park United Method-
ist Church, 731 Benfield Road, Room 
203, Severna Park. For further infor-
mation, please go to http://
www.aacochadd.org or call (410) 721
-2468. 
 
On Wednesday, March 11, from 
6:00 - 8:00 p.m., the Army Excep-
tional Family Member Program Sup-
port Group of Fort Meade is sponsor-
ing a presentation entitled 
“Combating food refusal and over-
selectivity” led by Paul Eschbach, 
BCBA at the Army Community Ser-
vice, 830 Chisholm Avenue., Fort 
Meade. This program is open to eve-
ryone, not just Exceptional Family 
Member Program members.  Partici-
pants will be able to develop a plan to 

address food refusal/selectivity. Reg-
istration is required.  Please register 
by calling Caraline Someck or Valerie 
Stanislaus of the Army Community 
Service at 301-677-4122. 
 
On Wednesday, March 11, from 
7:00 - 8:30 p.m., The Kennedy 
Krieger Institute: Adolescent Transi-
tion Lecture Series is sponsoring a 
presentation entitled “Independent 
Living” led by Ruth Ann Wynegar, 
Community Outreach Coordinator for 
Making Choices for Independent Liv-
ing (MCIL) at the Kennedy Krieger 
Institute’s Greenspring Campus, 3825 
Greenspring Avenue, Bowles Build-
ing Board Room in Baltimore. The 
series is sponsored by the Maryland 
Department of Health and Mental 
Hygiene, Office for Genetics and 
Children with Special Health Care 
Needs, and the Maryland Center for 
Development Disabilities at Kennedy 
Krieger Institute. To confirm atten-
dance and for more information, 
please call (443) 923-2790 or (800) 
390-3372, or send an e-mail to Re-
sourceFinder@kennedykrieger.org. 
 
On Wednesday, March 11, at 7:00 
p.m., Friends of Early Childhood In-
tervention will host an open forum at 
Nantucket Elementary, 2350 Nan-
tucket Drive in Crofton. You can 
share your experiences and ideas with 
other families with children in birth to 
age 5 special education services in 
Anne Arundel County.  For further 
information, please contact Carolyn 
Fiume at 410-695-2748 (e-mail: caro-
lyn.p.fiume@verizon.net) or Dawn 
Dixon at 410-721-1748 (e-mail: 
dawn1477@comcast.net). 
 
The Partners for Success Resource 
Center of Baltimore County Public 
Schools is presenting a series of par-
ent workshops at the ESS Building, 

Room 123, Greenwood Campus, 
6901 Charles Street, Baltimore. The 
schedule is as follows: 
Wednesday, March 11, from 7:00 – 
9:00 p.m. 

· “Applying for SSI (Supplemental 
Security Income)” 

· Wednesday, March 18, from 7:00 
– 9:00 p.m. 

·  “What will happen to my 
child when I’m gone?” 

· Wednesday, March 25, from 7:00 
– 9:00 p.m. 

· “Exploring guardianship issues” 
Registration is required. For more 
information or to register, call (410) 
887-5443. 
 
On Tuesday, March 17, from 8:30 
a.m. – 3:00 p.m., Childhood Commu-
nication Seminars will present a 
workshop titled “What's the problem? 
Preventing problem behaviors in chil-
dren with developmental challenges.” 
Led by Barry Prizant, Ph.D., CCC-
SLP, this seminar will be held at the 
Hilton Baltimore BWI Airport, 1739 
W. Nursery Road in Linthicum. For 
further information or registration 
materials, please go to http://
www.ccseminars.com. 
 
On Wednesday, March 18, from 
6:30 - 8:00 p.m., Anne Arundel 
County Public Schools School Social 
Workers and Central Elementary 
School will sponsor a presentation 
entitled “Resources for developmen-
tally disabled children” led by Linda 
Brice, LCSW-C, at Central Special 
School, 140 Stepneys Lane in Edge-
water. Childcare is available upon 
request.  To register and request 
childcare, please contact Linda Brice 
at Lbrice@aacps.org or (410) 956-
5885. 
 
On Wednesday, March 18, from 

(Continued on page 5) 
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6:30 - 8:00 p.m., The Life Transition 
Series is sponsoring a presentation 
entitled “Is it time to explore the New 
Directions Waiver?” led by Catriona 
Johnson—DDA presenter. This pres-
entation will be held at in the fellow-
ship hall at Woods Memorial Church, 
611 Baltimore Annapolis Blvd., in 
Severna Park. New Directions is the 
latest waiver services program admin-
istered by the Developmental Dis-
abilities Administration (DDA).  New 
Directions provides for a consumer-
directed system rather than a tradi-
tional service provider driven system.  
This program provides an exciting 
opportunity for individuals with de-
velopmental disabilities to be sup-
ported in different, innovative, and 
creative ways.  Individuals and their 
families have increased power and 
control over planning, budgeting, ex-
pending, and managing service dol-
lars. For more information, or to reg-
ister, please contact: Michele Dilegge 
at mdilegge-goldfein@aacps.org or 
410-222-5481, Katy Schieman at 
kshieman@aacps.org or 410-222-
3805, or Jessica Dicus at 
jdicus@thearcccr.org or 410-268-
8085. 
 
On Thursday, March 19, at 7:30 
p.m., The Anne Arundel County 
Down Syndrome Connection is spon-
soring a presentation entitled “All 
about me: A make-and-take social 
introduction for your child” at the 
Anne Arundel Medical Center, Sajak 
Pavilion, Room 250C, 2002 Medical 
Parkway, Annapolis. For more infor-
mation, please visit the website at 
http://
www.downsyndromeconnection.com 
or call 888-279-2279. 
 
On Thursday, March 19, from 7:00 
– 9:00 p.m., The Howard County Au-

tism Society is sponsoring a presenta-
tion about the Developmental Dis-
abilities Administration and its waiver 
programs at the Howard County Au-
tism Society Resource Center, 10280 
Old Columbia Road, Suite 215, Co-
lumbia. For further information, 
please call (410) 290-3466 or go to 
http://www.howard-autism.org. 
 
On Monday, March 23, from 7:00 – 
9:00 p.m., Abilities Network’s Family 
Empowerment Network and the Fam-
ily Support and Resource Center are 
sponsoring a workshop about toilet 
training at the Faulkner Ridge Center, 
10598 Marble Faun Lane in Colum-
bia. The sponsoring organizations 
would like to emphasize that children 
with special needs master this task at 
differing times, and that this work-
shop is not just for parents of pre-
schoolers. Please RSVP by calling 
410-313-7161, or e-mail kdun-
ning@abilitiesnetwork.org. 
 
On Thursday, March 26, from 6:30 
- 8:30 p.m., the Anne Arundel County 
Least Restrictive Environment Access 
Group will sponsor an “Assistive 
Technology (AT) /Instructional Tech-
nology (IT) Hands-on Expo” at the 
Carver Center, 2671 Carver Road in 
Gambrills. The Hands-on Expo will 
be an informative and interactive 
event focusing on assistive and in-
structional technologies that enable 
students to express themselves 
through talking and writing to better 
access the curriculum within the least 
restrictive environment.  Participants 
will learn how a student is assessed 
for assistive technology, and the types 
of technology used for instruction.  
Attendees will also have an opportu-
nity to meet the providers of assistive 
technology and have a “hands on” 
experience with the technologies.  To 
register or for more information, 

please call MCIE at 410-859-5400 or 
e-mail mcie@mcie.org. 
 
On Tuesday, March 31, from 8:45 
a.m. – 4:30 p.m., New England Edu-
cational Institute is sponsoring  a 
workshop titled “Asperger's Disorder 
and Autism: Advances in understand-
ing and interventions.” Led by Celine 
Saulnier, Ph.D. of the Yale Child 
Study Center, Yale University School 
of Medicine, this workshop will be 
held at the Sheraton Baltimore North, 
903 Dulaney Valley Road, Towson. 
For further information or registration 
materials, please go to http://neei.org/
workshops/conferences.aspx?WID=1. 
 
The Ivymount School will host The 
Ivymount Model Asperger Program 
Lecture Series for parents, profession-
als, and other care providers at the 
Ivymount School, 11614 Seven Locks 
Road in Rockville.  The schedule of 
lectures is as follows: 

· Tuesday, March 31, from 7:00 – 
9:00 p.m. 

·  “Cognitive strengths associ-
ated with Asperger Syndrome: 
Implications for  intervention 
(making the most of restricted 
interests)” led by Greg Wallace, 
Ph.D. 

· Tuesday, April 28, from 7:00 – 
9:00 p.m. 

· “The management of anxiety in 
schools and families: Implications 
from anxiety treatment studies” 
led by John T. Walkup, M.D. 

· Thursday, May 28, from 7:00 – 
9:00 p.m. 

· “Supporting the child with chal-
lenging mood and behavior: Les-
sons from dialectical behavior 
therapy, sensory integration ther-
apy, and dynamic relationship-
based therapy” led by Georgia 
DeGangi, Ph.D., OTR, FAOTA 

(Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 6) 

�������������������������������������������������������� $$$$����%��&�����%��&�����%��&�����%��&���������



PAGE 6 THE VOICE MARCH 09 

 

For further information or to RSVP, 
please call (301) 469-0223 or go to 
http://www.ivymount.org/forms.cfm?
myForm=10. 
 
From Wednesday, April 1 through 
Wednesday, May 13, the Infancy and 
Early Childhood basic course on the 
DIR/Floortime model is available 
online. The course is presented as a 
series of video lectures by Dr. Stanley 
Greenspan. The material is divided 
into 15 segments—each approxi-
mately one hour long. Access is avail-
able 24 hours a day during this period 

of time. For further information or to 
register, please go to http://
www.StanleyGreenspan.com or call 
(301) 320-6360. 
 
On Wednesday, April 15, from 6:30 
– 8:30 p.m., Anne Arundel County 
Least Restrictive Environment Access 
Group will sponsor a presentation 
entitled “Universal design for learn-
ing: Meaningful access to the curricu-
lum.” Led by Ricki Sabia, Associate 
Director, National Down Syndrome 
Society Policy Center, the presenta-
tion will be held at the Carver Center, 
2671 Carver Road in Gambrills. The 

presentation will provide background 
on Universal Design for Learning 
(UDL), and examples of how it can 
be used to provide meaningful access 
to the curriculum for ALL students—
including students with disabilities. 
Participants will also learn about steps 
being taken at the national level to 
promote UDL and what they can do 
to join in the advocacy efforts at the 
state and local level. In addition, tips 
will be given regarding how to incor-
porate UDL principles into the IEP. 
Pre-registration is requested. Please e-
mail mcie@mcie.org, or call 410-859
-5400 to register. 

(Continued from page 5) 
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Darci Wilson, a junior majoring in 
psychology at Indiana University 
Kokomo, is conducting a research 
project under the supervision of Dr. 
Kathy Holcomb. She is seeking par-
ticipants who care for a loved one on 
a regular basis to complete a survey. 
Participants need to be non-paid pri-
mary caregivers of a person with spe-
cial needs. The goal of the project is 
to evaluate and possibly address the 
needs of these caregivers. The survey 
is available online at http://
mypage.iu.edu/~kmholcom/
caregivers.htm. 
 
Parents and siblings of children with 
autism are being sought for a re-
search study on siblings of children 
with autism and their relationships 
with their parents. This study will 
provide a unique opportunity for sib-
lings (ages 12-18) to share their feel-
ings about having a brother or sister 
with autism, and to discuss the sup-

port they receive (or would like to 
receive) from parents and other 
adults. This dissertation is being su-
pervised by Dr. Beverly White, As-
sistant Professor, Philadelphia Col-
lege of Osteopathic Medicine, De-
partment of Clinical Psychology. Par-
ents will be asked to complete a 
questionnaire lasting 15-30 minutes, 
answering questions about their child 
with autism. Siblings (ages 12-18) 
will complete a packet of question-
naires, lasting 10-15 minutes, an-
swering questions about their feel-
ings about having a brother or sister 
with autism and the support they re-
ceive from their parents and other 
adults. All siblings who complete the 
study will be entered into a raffle for 
a $50 gift card. For further informa-
tion, please contact Kelly (student co
-investigator) directly at kel-
lyol@pcom.edu or 267-679-5820.  
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OT Ventures of Ellicott City is ac-
cepting applications for their multi-
day summer camp program for 
children ages 3 and up. Children will 
participate in multi-sensory activities 
to improve their social interaction, 
sense of movement, touch, taste, and 
sound, as well as fine and gross motor 
coordination. The camp program will 
be led by a multi-disciplinary team of 
occupational therapists and speech 
language pathologists. For more in-
formation, contact Jamie Levine, MS, 
OTR/L at ot_ventures@hotmail.com 
or (443) 812-6396. 
 
The Cisco Center is hosting a number 
of summer programs: 

· Morning enrichment pre-k pro-
gram: Developmentally based and 
theme oriented, meeting three 
days a week for six weeks.  

· Social/language groups for ages 3
-6 and 7-10: Afternoons, one or 
two days per week.  

· Dance for ages 3-6: “Knights and 
Princesses” runs August 3-7. 

· Toddler time: A one-hour social/
language program. 

· Adult workshops: Wednesday 
evening sessions on a variety of 
topics led by local experts. 

· Individual speech therapy sessions 
with Carla Nochera, SLP. 

· Speech/language or educational 
evaluations.  

For further information, contact Cisco 
Nochera at (410) 647-1503. 
 
Anne Arundel County Department of 
Recreation and Parks will offer a vari-
ety of adaptive inclusive summer 
programs: 

· Lake Waterford Adaptive Sports 
Camp for youth ages 4 through 21 
(with option for extended day) 

· Mayo Beach Day Camp for chal-
lenged youth ages 4 through 21 
(with option for extended day) 

· Sibling and Friends Camp for 

youth aged 5 – 13 at Mayo Beach 
· Mayo Beach Youth Camp for kids 

entering 7th, 8th, or 9th grade. 
For further information, contact 
Wendy Scarborough at (410) 222-
7313 ext. 3554 
 
Camp Fairlee Manor in Chester-
town (on the Eastern Shore) will offer 
several summer camp sessions for 
kids and teens with autism, ages 6-21. 
Campers will participate in canoeing, 
swimming, high ropes course, rock 
wall climbing, camping, fishing, 
horseback riding, arts and crafts, hay-
rides, and more. The camp provides a 
one-to-one counselor to camper ratio 
with a behavioral specialist on call 
and a nurse on site 24/7. The camp 
provides individualized programs tai-
lored to each camper’s needs, special-
ized diets, and a sensory room.  For 
more information, call (410) 778-
0566 or visit  
www.de.easterseals.com. 
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Anne Arundel County Recreation 
and Parks Adaptive Recreation 
Programs will offer the following 
programs for the Spring Session 
(session begins March 2009): 

· After school recreation (ages 5 - 
18) at Central Special and Ruth 
Eason 

· Teen club for youth with develop-
mental delays (ages 13 and up) at 
Ruth Eason and Central Special 

· Adult social club (ages 19 and up) 
at North County Recreation Cen-
ter 

· Saturday recreation program (ages 
6 – 16) at Ruth Eason and Central 
Special 

· Therapeutic adaptive riding at 

Windsor Stables 
· Challenger baseball (ages 5 – 21) 

at Freetown Park 
· Swim programs for individuals 

with disabilities (ages 3 – adult) at 
Ruth Eason and North Arundel 
Aquatic Center 

· After school “teen scene” pro-
grams (ages 13 – 21) including 
ceramics and arts and crafts, 
healthy lifestyles, and fitness and 
sports at Central Special and Ruth 
Eason 

For further information or to obtain 
registration materials, please go to 
http://www.aacounty.org/recparks or 
contact Wendy Scarborough at 410-
222-7313 ext 3554 or 

rpscarb@aacounty.org. 
 
Special Olympics Maryland, Anne 
Arundel County is offering the fol-
lowing spring sports: 

· Bocce at Ruth Parker Eason 
· Duckpin bowling at Severna Park 

Bowling Lanes 
· Softball at Ruth Parker Eason 
· Swimming at Annapolis Swim 

Center 
· Track and Field at Annapolis 

High School 
For more information, please contact 
Gregg Meade at 410-923-0383 or 
wgmeade@worldnet.att.net.  For ad-
ditional information go to 
www.soaamd.org. 
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Ger Apeldoorn, the parent of an 8-
year old child with Asperger’s syn-
drome, has developed software to cre-
ate and print daily schedules quickly 
and easily on the Internet. Informa-
tion about the program is available at 
http://www.autiplan.com. This soft-
ware is currently available free of 
charge. 

� �����"(��!�������(���!���� &����
Proyecto Visión connects Latinos 
with disabilities to employment op-
portunities. Its bilingual web site pro-
vides information on education, em-
ployment, and independent living re-
sources and lists hundreds of job, 
scholarship, internship, grant, award, 
and other educational opportunities of 
interest to Latinos and students with 
disabilities. The website is frequently 
updated with information about new 
opportunities.  For more information, 
go to http://www.proyectovision.net/
english/opportunities/index.html. 
 
The Office of Disability Employment 
Policy is offering three new, easy-to-
read fact sheets with disability em-
ployment information for parents, 
youth, and employers.   

· “Creating a Path to Employment: 
Tips for Parents with Children 
with Disabilities” is available 
online at  http://www.dol.gov/
odep/documents/
creat-
ing_path_to_Employment.pdf. 

·  “Essential Skills to Getting a Job: 
What Young People with Dis-
abilities Need to Know” is avail-
able online at http://www.dol.gov/

odep/documents/
essential_job_skills.pdf. 

·  “Shaping Tomorrow’s Work-
force: Including Talents of Young 
People with Disabilities” is avail-
able online at http://www.dol.gov/
odep/documents/
shap-
ing_tomorrows_workforce.pdf. 

 
“What parents of students with dis-
abilities need to know:  Guide to 
NCLB and IDEA” is a guide written 
by The Advocacy Institute for the 
National Center on Educational Out-
comes. It highlights how these two 
federal education laws work together 
to improve the academic achievement 
of students with disabilities and iden-
tifies what parents can do to make 
sure their child with a disability bene-
fits from education. The guide is 
available in Spanish at http://
cehd.umn.edu/nceo/OnlinePubs/
NCLBeIDEA.pdf and in English at 
http://cehd.umn.edu/nceo/
OnlinePubs/Parents.pdf. 


�"���)�������
Maggie’s Light is a non-profit or-
ganization helping Maryland families 
help their children and young adults 
with special needs create lives filled 
with friends, new experiences, and 
opportunities to grow and to be active 
in their communities. Maggie’s Light 
assists families in navigating local 
and state resources to make this possi-
ble. They help families obtain funding 
for respite services and identify care-
givers. For further information, please 
go to http://www.maggieslight.org. 
 


� ����
Sibshops on Facebook is a brand-
new group for all sorts of Sibshop 
enthusiasts—the young people who 
attend Sibshops, Sibshop ‘grads,’ Sib-
shop facilitators, and parents who 
wisely send their kids to Sibshops!  
The link to Sibshops on Facebook is 
http://www.facebook.com/
profile.php?
v=feed&id=1086960294#/group.php?
gid=47392103068. SibNet, the com-
munity of adult siblings of people 
with disabilities, is also on Facebook. 
The link is http://www.facebook.com/
wall.php?
id=42996269129&page=2&hash=ef8
910a6599115c3f3addc872f3a7f34#/
group.php?gid=42996269129. 

��� ���������
The Autism Asperger Publishing 
Company and bestselling author Kari 
Dunn Buron have teamed up to bring 
educators a unique and timely publi-
cation, The Social Times. Using a 
magazine format in full color and 
with standard columns in each issue, 
The Social Times is written directly to 
students. Each issue offers critical 
information, and each lesson is enter-
taining and applicable to the lives and 
concerns of today’s students. Educa-
tors also have access to online re-
sources that complement each issue. 
The Social Times addresses topics 
such as friendship, body language, 
anxiety, and controlling feelings. For 
more information, visit the Autism 
Asperger Publishing Company at 
http://www.asperger.net/social_times/
index.htm. 

��*������������*������������*������������*����������� ���
We have relocated most of our resource section to our web site, www.aaccasa.org. In addi-

tion, past editions of our newsletter can be searched using our site search feature, located on 
the home page. We will feature new additions to the resource section in each month’s newsletter 
and encourage readers to visit our web site to view full listings.  
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Sample our services and help your child build better study habits! 
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The Maryland Developmental 
Disabilities Council invites pub-
lic comment on its proposed 
2007-2011 State Plan Amend-
ments. The Council is federally 
authorized and receives funds to 
carry out systems-change, ca-
pacity-building, and advocacy 
initiatives. Through these activi-

ties, the Council works to im-
prove and expand opportunities 
for people with developmental 
disabilities in their communi-
ties. To review the amendments 
and to provide comments, go to 
http://ww.md-council.org. The 
deadline for submission of com-
ments is Sunday, May 31. 

+�����#� #�!+�����#� #�!+�����#� #�!+�����#� #�!����
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��	��,� Browse our full resource listings. 
+
,�Find our meetings with Mapquest or consult our 
online calendar for autism-related events.  
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In recognition of April as Autism Awareness Month 
the Anne Arundel County Chapter 
of the Autism Society of America 

is pleased to announce our 3rd annual recognition of 
Hometown Heroes for ASD 

 
 
Do you know a Hometown Hero?  Someone who goes “above and beyond” to make a difference for individu-
als with Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD) in our community?  Perhaps he or she is a teacher, a service pro-
vider, a professional, a volunteer, a mentor or coach, a classmate, a neighbor, a sibling, aunt, uncle or grand-
parent. 
 
The Anne Arundel County Chapter of the Autism Society of America (AACC-ASA) wants to recognize the 
efforts of the people in our community who you consider “heroes” and who might not otherwise receive the 
recognition they deserve.  You can help us spotlight these heroes in our local community and thank them for 
the value they bring to the lives of individuals with autism spectrum disorders. 
 
We will hold a special recognition event at our April chapter meeting (Tuesday, April 28, from 7:00 – 9:30 pm 
at the Ruth Eason School, 648 Old Mill Road, Millersville). We will invite each nominee to attend.  At the 
chapter meeting we will honor each nominee by presenting them with a framed certificate and by sharing the 
information that you have provided about their contributions and the value they bring to our community.  We 
will also include information about the nominees in our chapter newsletter. 
 
 
To participate, please complete the following information: 
 
Your name, address, phone number, e-mail address: 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Nominee’s name, address, phone number, e-mail address: 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
(continued on next page) 
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Please share in the space provided below the reasons you believe this person deserves recognition  
as a hero for individuals with autism spectrum disorders in our community.  What has their  
contribution been?  What has their impact been?  What have they done that makes them special?   
What makes them a Hometown Hero for ASD? 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Please submit your completed nomination form by Tuesday, April 7 to: 
AACC-ASA 
P.O. Box 1304 
Millersville MD 21108 
 
If you have any questions, please call AACC-ASA at (410) 923-8800. 
 
An electronic version of this form can be found at www.aaccasa.org. 
 
 
 



 

Postage 
here 
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We have available autism awareness merchandise, 
including puzzle ribbon lapel pins and car magnets, 
autism puzzle piece bracelets and wristbands, and 
many other wonderful items. They can be purchased 
at our meetings or by using the order forms at 
www.aaccasa.org. 

We participate in affiliate programs with Future 
Horizons and Autism Asperger Publishing Com-
pany. When you access their web sites through the 
links at www.aaccasa.org, our chapter receives a 
portion of the price of your purchases. 

The Garyworld  online store (www.café press.com/
garyworld) promotes the original artwork of chapter 
member Gary Schmedes Jr., including such charac-
ters as Monster Chicken and his girlfriend, Mon-
strous Hen. Gary and his family are generously do-
nating a portion of the profit from the sale of these 
items to our chapter.  
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Beth Strasnick, one of our 
chapter members and the par-
ent of a child with autism, has 
initiated a fundraising effort to 
help our chapter’s awareness, 
education, support, and advo-
cacy efforts.  

 
Beth has committed to donate $250 to AACC-
ASA for every referral through our group that 
results in a sale, and to increase the donation to 
$500 if she sells your home and helps you buy a 
new home. 
 

 Beth Strasnick 
Century 21 Results Realty 

7231 Ritchie Highway, Suite A, Glen Burnie 
Cell  (410) 294-7723 

Office (410) 590-1395 
Estrasnick@aol.com 


