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Co-Presidents’ Message / Linda Carter-Ferrier and Alison Hamilton�
���������
��������
��

Our thanks to the wonderful group of people who attended our 
beach party on Sunday, August 23. All of the families who at-
tended had a very enjoyable time – the weather, the food, and the 
setting all were ideal! It’s relaxing to attend an event where no one 
bats an eyelash if swimming and stimming occur in equal meas-
ure. Special thanks to Jacqueilynnie Shade for reserving the beach 
area, coordinating the food, and for bringing in some local high 
school students to assist with the festivities. The students fulfilled 
part of their school service requirement, and the families received 
some much-appreciated help with the kids. One or two families 
left with phone numbers for potential babysitters. 

 Thanks also to everyone who attended our August meeting, 
which featured a presentation and discussion about social skills 
groups and community outings, led by Angela Gaither-Parker of 
The Autism Project. For further information on this topic or about 
the programs that she provides, please contact Ms. Gaither-Parker 
at (410) 286-8240 or theautismproject@cs.com. 

 Our September meeting will feature a discussion about Facili-
tated IEP meetings, led by Ellen Meyer and Ruth Avizad from our 
school system. We encourage parents and other family members, 
as well as professionals and service providers who work with indi-
viduals with autism spectrum disorders, to join us on Tuesday, 
September 23. Please remember that this meeting will be held one 
week earlier than our usual ‘last Tuesday of the month’ because 
schools are closed on September 30 in observation of Rosh Hasha-
nah. 

 We also want to remind everyone about our fall chapter mem-
bership drive. By now you should have received the letter in your 
mailbox. We ask that you show your support for our organization 
by renewing your membership. You can complete your applica-
tion online and pay for your membership with your credit card us-
ing the PayPal feature on our web site or fill out the application 
form that arrived with your letter and send it, along with your 
check, via regular mail. 

The Voice 
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Events: Our online calendar provides 
updated information about the many 
autism-related and disability-related 
activities and events in our local area. 
It can be accessed at http://
www.aaccasa.org/calundur.htm. 
Support: Our chapter networking/
support/resource guide, available at 
http://www.aaccasa.org/images/Net 
workingGuide11-07.pdf, consists of a 
list of chapter member volunteers who 
are available to provide information 
and assistance to family members, 
friends, professionals, and service 

providers. If you are a paid member 
and have experience with any of the 
topics and would like to provide in-
formation and assistance, please con-
tact Alison Hamilton at (410) 451-
8015 or hamiltonal@verizon.net. 
Staying informed: Subscribe to our e-
mail action alert by sending a mes-
sage through www.aaccasa.org. It is 
an easy way to learn the latest infor-
mation about federal, state, and local 
legislative initiatives, lobbying ef-
forts, or other action items related to 
autism and disabilities. 
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held on the last Tuesday evening of 
each month  (August - November and 
January - May) at the Ruth Parker 
Eason School, 648 Old Mill Road, 
Millersville. Meetings begin at 7:00 
p.m. with introductions and general 
announcements, along with time for 

open discussion. A refreshment break 
is followed by a discussion led by the 
guest presenter. Ample time is al-
lowed for questions and follow-up 
discussion, as well as further opportu-
nity for group support and socializa-
tion. New members and new ideas are 
always welcome! 

��������������������������������������������������������������������� ���

New families: Our “Where to Start” 
brochure provides local resource in-
formation for families of children 
newly diagnosed with an autism spec-
trum disorder or families who are new 
to our area. It is available on our web-
site at www.aaccasa.org or by calling 
our chapter phone line at (410) 923-
8800. 
Chapter library: Our lending library 
is located at the Partners for Success 
Resource Center, Oakwood Elemen-
tary School, Portable “B”, 330 Oak 

Manor Drive, Glen Burnie. To see a 
full listing of the items available from 
our lending library, as well as related 
items available from the Partners for 
Success library, please go to  
www.aaccasa.org. To request an item, 
please contact Partners for Success at 
(410) 222-3805 or partnersforsuc-
cess@aacps.org. They will provide 
information about the various ways in 
which library materials can be ob-
tained. 
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From chapter member Doreen Camp-
bell:  

“I have worked with children with 
autism spectrum disorders and their 
families for many years—both as a 
teacher and a behavioral specialist. I 
am planning to write a book, and am 
gathering stories that describe diffi-
cult, awkward, or overwhelming 
situations that you have found your-
self in with your child. Each story 
will be followed with advice and 
strategies that others may find useful 
if they find themselves in similar di-
lemmas. I am also gathering resources 
that you might have in order to com-
pile a comprehensive list to be in-
cluded in the book. I am also gather-
ing quotes or comments (insightful, 

humorous, etc.) to include in the 
book. Please send any questions or 
anything you are willing to share to 
doreen@annapolisbc.com, or 
m.campbell613@comcast.net. I can 
also be reached by phone at (410) 271
-0776 or (410) 949-8482.”  

���������� �
From chapter member Cathy Cherry: 

“I am the mother of a 16-year-old 
high-functioning boy who is on the 
autism waiver. We have utilized the 
Individual Intensive Support Services 
and respite services of the waiver 
over the past 2 ½ years. We also have 
two younger children. We are cur-
rently in the process of being certified 
for residential placement through the 
waiver. We have diligently been seek-
ing a service provider who has an es-

tablished youth group home with the 
proper spectrum for our son. He is 
also ADHD, OCD, Bipolar, and has 
fetal alcohol syndrome as he is 
adopted from Russia. He is very ver-
bal and social. We are seeking to 
reach out to other parents that may be 
in the similar place. I have two resi-
dential service providers that will cre-
ate a new group home for the higher 
functioning spectrum if they can get 
the number of children to support the 
home. We are located in Anne Arun-
del County between Crofton and An-
napolis. Our son has attended the 
Hannah More School in Reisterstown 
for 5 years. If your family is experi-
encing a similar situation, please 
email me at 
cathyc@purplecherry.com, or call me 
at (410) 721-3739.” 

#����!�$$$#����!�$$$#����!�$$$#����!�$$$����
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On behalf of the Inter-agency Autism 
Coordinating Committee (IACC), the 
National Institute of Mental Health 
has issued two Requests for Informa-
tion (RFI): 

·  Priorities for the Interagency 
Autism Coordinating Commit-
tee Services Subcommittee for 
Autism Spectrum Disorders 
(ASD). The IACC is interested in 
receiving input and ideas about 
high-priority questions and issues 
surrounding services and supports 
to people with ASD of all ages, 
and specific research initiatives on 
ASD services and supports. See 
the official RFI notice NOT-MH-
08-016 at http://grants.nih.gov/
grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-
MH-08-016.html for more infor-
mation and instructions for re-

sponding by the deadline of Sep-
tember 19, 2008.  

·  IACC Draft Strategic Plan for 
ASD Research is Available for 
Comment. The purpose of this 
time-sensitive RFI is to seek com-
ments on the draft Strategic Plan 
from ASD stakeholders such as 
individuals with ASD and their 
families; autism advocates; scien-
tists; health professionals; thera-
pists; educators; officials of state 
and local programs for ASD; and 

the public at large. See the official 
RFI notice NOT-MH-08-021 at 
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/
notice-files/NOT-MH-08-
021.html for more information 
and instructions for responding by 
the deadline of September 30, 
2008.  

For more information about the 
IACC, see 
http://www.nimh.nih.gov/research-
funding/scientific-meetings/recurring-
meetings/iacc/index.shtml. 

(�����)� )�!(�����)� )�!(�����)� )�!(�����)� )�!� ���
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… is the official theme for National Disability Employment Awareness 
Month 2008. Celebrated each October by congressional designation, The 
Labor Department’s Office of Disability Employment Policy leads activities 
and produces materials to increase the public’s awareness of the contribu-
tions and skills of American workers with disabilities. For further informa-
tion, go to http://www.dol.gov/opa/media/press/odep/odep20080993.htm  
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On Thursday, September 11, at 
7:00 p.m., the Anne Arundel Special 
Education Citizens' Advisory Com-
mittee (AA-SECAC) will meet at the 
Carol Parham Board of Education 
Building, 2644 Riva Road, Annapo-
lis. AA-SECAC meets the second 
Thursday evening of the month and 
aims to develop partnerships and fa-
cilitate discussion between parents, 
families, community leaders, organi-
zations, educators, and administrators 
to enhance services and opportunities 
by the Division of Special Education. 
They also seek to provide proactive 
behavior supports to students with 
disabilities and/or special needs, and 
to advocate for positive changes in 
special education within Anne Arun-
del County Public Schools. For more 
information, contact AASECAC at 
410-224-3122 or AASE-
CAC@fastmail.fm. 

***  
 On Tuesday, September 16, from 
6:00 – 8:00 p.m., the Parents’ Place of 
Maryland will offer a presentation on 
“Self-Directed Services and the New 
Directions Waiver: An Orientation” at 
801 Cromwell Park Drive, Suite 103 
in Glen Burnie. The Developmental 
Disabilities Administration’s (DDA) 
Community Pathways Waiver and 
transitioning into adult services will 
be discussed. Speakers Catriona John-
son and Edward Willard will present 
an orientation on the New Directions 
Waiver, Maryland DDA’s self-
directed services waiver.  Self-
Directed Services are guided by the 
vision that people with disabilities 
will determine their own futures, with 
appropriate assistance from families 
and friends. Contact Edward Willard 
at 410-767-5634 or 
willarde@dhmh.state.md.us for addi-
tional information. Please notify Mr. 
Willard two weeks in advance if you 
need interpreting services.  

***  
 On Tuesday, September 16, from 
11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m., the St. Mary’s 
County Partners for Success Resource 
Center will host a free presentation 
entitled “Planning Ahead: Future Fi-
nances and Supports Seminar” at the 
Lexington Park Public Library. Led 
by attorney Joann Wood, the presen-
tation will address legal guardianship, 
power of attorney, and special needs 
trust funds for individuals with dis-
abilities. Registration is required. For 
more information or to register, con-
tact Susan Shannon at 301-863-4069 
or partnersforsuccess@yahoo.com. 

***  
 On Wednesday, September 17, 
from 6:30 – 8:30 p.m., the Abilities 
Network Family Empowerment Net-
work is sponsoring a presentation en-
titled “Navigating the Special Educa-
tion and IEP Maze” at Elkridge Li-
brary on 6540 Washington Blvd. in 
Elkridge. Presented by Sharon Saroff, 
M.S. Ed., topics include exploring 
relevant laws and terminology, dis-
ability codes and eligibility, as well as 
valuable information related to IEP 
meetings. For further information or 
to RSVP, contact Kelly Dunning at 
(443)562-4772 or kdun-
ning@abilitiesnetwork.org 

***  
 On Thursday, September 25, from 
1:00 – 4:00 p.m. the American Asso-
ciation of Home-Based Early Inter-
ventionists (AAHBEI) and Boys 
Town National Research Hospital 
will present a videoconference semi-
nar entitled “Autism: Journey from 
Potential to Power.” This seminar will 
feature Mary Donnet Johnson, a par-
ent of a child with autism, writer, 
speaker, and publisher with Merry 
Pace Press. The presentation reveals 
tips and tricks for using a child’s pre-
ferred activities and parent reporting 
to uncover true abilities. Among other 

topics, it also includes a brief look at 
an intensive pre-kindergarten program 
that will introduce participants to a 
variety of pragmatic activities that can 
be used in the home or professional 
setting. For further information or to 
register, contact Sandra Wieber 
(AAHBEI) at (423) 312-2270, or 
s_wieber@bellsouth.net  

***  
 The Anne Arundel County Public 
Schools Division of Special Educa-
tion, the Partners for Success Re-
source Center, and the Arc of Cen-
tral Chesapeake Region will co-
sponsor a free series of workshops on 
a variety of topics related to transition 
issues. Collectively called The Life 
Transition Series, the schedule is as 
follows: 

· “What are Transition Services? 
Developing a Transition 
Plan” (Wednesday, October 1, 
from 6:30 – 8:00 p.m., Woods 
Memorial Church on Baltimore 
Annapolis Blvd in Severna Park) 

· “Transition Night” (Wednesday, 
October 29, from 6:30 – 8:30 pm, 
Central Special School on Step-
ney Lane in Edgewater) 

· “Social Security” (Wednesday, 
November 19, from 6:30 – 8:30 
pm, Woods Memorial Church on 
Baltimore Annapolis Blvd in 
Severna Park) 

· “Financial Plan-
ning” (Wednesday, January 6, 
2009 from 6:30 – 8:30 pm, Woods 
Memorial Church on Baltimore 
Annapolis Blvd in Severna Park) 

· “Guardianship” (Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 11, 2009 from 6:30 -- 8:30 
pm, Woods Memorial Church on 
Baltimore Annapolis Blvd in 
Severna Park) 

· “The New Directions 
Waiver” (Wednesday March 18, 
2009 from 6:30 –  8:30 pm,Woods 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Memorial Church on Baltimore 
Annapolis Blvd in Severna Park) 

· “Employment Initia-
tives” (Wednesday April 14, 2009 
from 6:30 – 8:30 pm, Woods Me-
morial Church on Baltimore An-
napolis Blvd in Severna Park) 

 
 For more information, or to register 
for any of these workshops, contact 
Michele Dilegge (dilegge-
goldfein@aacps.org / 410-222-5481); 
Katy Schieman (kshieman@aacps.org 
/ 410-222-3805); or Jessica Dicus 
(jdicus@thearcccr.org / 410-268-
8085). 

***  
 On Thursday, October 2, from 6:30 
– 8:00 pm, the School Social Workers 
of Anne Arundel County will host a 
free presentation about Autism and 
Asperger’s Syndrome at the North 
County Library on Eastway in Glen 
Burnie. For further information, con-
tact Marie Gomba at 443-770-5120. 

***  
 On Thursday, October 2, at 7:00 
pm, the Baltimore Washington Chap-
ter of ASA is hosting a presentation 
entitled “Tips on Planning a Success-
ful Playdate” at Mt. Washington Pedi-
atric Hospital. Presenters Stephanie 
Quaerna M.S., CCC-SLP and Dawn 
Hugunin M.S., CCC-SLP will share 
some tips for parents to help make 
playdates with peers more successful 
and enjoyable. For further informa-
tion, contact BCC-ASA at 410-655-
7933 or go to www.bcc-asa.org. 

***  
On Friday, October 3, from 4 – 6 
p.m., the University of Mary Wash-
ington in Fredericksburg, Virginia, is 
hosting their Second Annual Commu-
nity Autism Fair at University Hall, 
College of Graduate and Professional 
Studies. Following the fair (from 6-8 
p.m), will be a free presentation on 
how communities can meet the needs 

of those with autism. The featured 
speaker is Dr. Richard Solomon, Di-
rector of “The Play Project.” For fur-
ther information, contact 
nmyers@umw.edu or 540-286-8026.  

***  
 On Friday, October 3, from 9 a.m. 
– 4 p.m., the Maryland Coalition for 
Inclusive Education is hosting a pres-
entation entitled “Including Students 
with Autism” at the Oakland Mills 
Meeting House on Robert Oliver 

Place in Columbia. For further infor-
mation, or to obtain registration mate-
rials, contact Joann Sykes at MCIE at 

410-859-5400 or joann@mcie.org 
***  

The Baltimore County Public 
Schools Office of Special Education 
and the Baltimore Chesapeake 
Chapter of the ASA announce a free 
series of co-sponsored presentations 
entitled the 2008-2009 Partnership 
Project Speaker Series. All presenta-
tions will be held at 7:00 p.m. The 
schedule is as follows: 

· On, October 15, Dr. Kay Holman 
of the Kennedy Krieger Institute’s 
Center for Autism and Related 
Disorders will present “Autism 
101” in Room 114 of the ESS 
building on BCPS’s Greenwood 
Campus, 6901 Charles Street. 

· On November 12, Chris Swanson 
and a parent panel will pre-
sent   “Understanding the Mary-
land Statewide IEP” in the cafete-
ria of Ridge Ruxton on 6916 
Charles Street. 

· On February 18, 2009, “Sensory-
Motor Integration” 

· On March 18, 2009, “Life after 
Elementary School: Transition to 
Adolescence” 

· On May 20, 2009, “Educating 
Typical Peers” 

 For further information or to register, 
contact the Baltimore Chesapeake 
Chapter of ASA at 410-655-7933, or 

go to www.bcc-asa.org. 
***  

On Friday, October 10, The George 
Washington University Office of Dis-
ability Support Services will host The 
Autism Spectrum Symposium at 
George Washington University in 
Washington, DC. This day-long sym-
posium aims to provide academic, 
student affairs, and rehabilitation pro-
fessionals with a framework for un-
derstanding students with autism 
spectrum diagnoses, and to share best 
practices when working with these 
students. For more information, 
download the brochure at 
http://gwired.gwu.edu/dss/merlin-
cgi/p/downloadFile/d/20952/n/off/oth
er/1/name/AutismSpectrumSymposiu
m2008Flyerpdf. The registration form 
is available at 
http://gwired.gwu.edu/dss/merlin-
cgi/p/downloadFile/d/20953/n/off/oth
er/1/name/AutismSpectrumSymposiu
m2008Formpdf. 

***  
On Wednesday October 15, from 
9:00 a.m, – 1:00 p.m., Medicaid Mat-
ters Maryland will sponsor a work-
shop entitled “Health care now – en-
rollment works” at the Unitarian Uni-
versalist Church on New Hampshire 
Avenue in Silver Spring. This work-
shop will provide information on lo-
cating affordable health care, new 
Medical Assistance benefits for par-
ents and caregivers, applying for ser-
vices, and other valuable information.  
For further information, contact Carol 
at 301-606-9235, or go to 
www.medicaidmattersmd.org. 

***  
 On Wednesday, October 15, at 7:00 
p.m., Howard County Library’s Cen-
tral Branch in Columbia will present a 
Howard County Book Connection 
discussion of Elizabeth Moon’s novel 
The Speed of Dark, “a captivating 

(Continued on page 6) 
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glimpse into the mind of an intellec-
tually gifted, autistic man who lives 
in a future time, when the medical 
community discovers a ‘cure’ for 
autism.” For further information or to 
register, go to www.hclibrary.org, or 
call 410-313-7800. 

*** 
On Tuesday, October 21, from 8:30 
– 3:00 and Wednesday, October 22, 
from 8:30 – 2:00, the Kennedy 
Krieger Institute Center for Autism 
and Related Disorders will sponsor a 
two-day clinical training workshop 
entitled “The use of Pivotal Response 
Training (PRT) in early intervention 
for young children with Autism 
Spectrum Disorders.” Presented by 
Katherine Holman, Ph.D., CCC-SLP, 
the workshop will be conducted at 
KKI/CARD on Greenspring Avenue 
in Baltimore. For further information, 
contact KKI/CARD at 443-923-7680 
or templeman@kennedykrieger.org 

***  
On Thursday, October 23, and Fri-
day, October 24 at the Sheppard 
Pratt Conference Center on North 
Charles Street in Baltimore, the Ken-
nedy Krieger Institute Center for Au-
tism and Related Disorders will spon-
sor their annual autism conference 
entitled “Autism: Update on diagno-
sis and intervention through adoles-
cence.” The conference is intended 
for physicians, educators, speech-
language pathologists, occupational 
therapists, psychologists, policy mak-
ers, parents, and social workers. 
Jointly sponsored by the Johns Hop-
kins University School of Medicine 

and the Kennedy Krieger Institute, 
the following topics will be included:  

· Research updates from NIH Intra-
mural Autism Program 

· Developmental trajectories 
· Differential diagnosis 
· Psychopharmacological ap-

proaches to treating symptoms of 
ASDs 

· Sensory experiences in children 
with ASD 

· Social skills interventions 
· Lindamood Bell learning proc-

esses 
· Literacy for the nonverbal child 

with autism 
For further information, please go to 
http://www.autismconference.kenned
ykrieger.org. 

***  
 On Friday, October 24 and Satur-
day, October 25, the Organization 
for Autism Research will hold a con-
ference at the Westin Arlington Gate-
way in Arlington, Virginia. The fol-
lowing topics will be included: 

· Sleep 
· Alternative behavioral interven-

tions 
· Healthy sexuality development 
· Psychopharmacotherapy 
· Home-based intensive behavioral 

intervention programs 
· Anxiety 
· Reducing problem behaviors 
· Applying behavioral teaching 

techniques 
· Community-based employment 

programs 
For further information, please go to 
http://www.researchautism.org/news/
conference/schedule/index.asp. 
 

(Continued from page 5) 
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Autism Speaks announced the 
launch of its new social net-
working site, which will provide 
a venue for members of the au-
tism community to share in-
sights, opinions, and informa-
tion. Members 
are able to create 
personalized pro-
files, start a blog, 
join a number of 
new forums with a range of au-
tism-related topics, and post 
photos and videos. They can 
also join a variety of user 
groups, such as groups for indi-
viduals with autism, parents, 
grandparents, educators and oth-
ers. Visit 
http://autismspeaksnetwork.ning
.com/  

	�''����-�(��������"��'�
Autism Speaks is seeking appli-
cations for its third round of 
Family Services Community 
Grants. Successful applicants 
will apply grant funding to sup-
port innovative and collabora-
tive new programs or the expan-
sion of existing projects to new 
participants. Fifty grants total-
ing more than $1 million have 
been awarded to organizations 
since the program’s inception. 
Grant proposals should address 
one of the following areas of 
need: Education, Recrea-
tion/Community Activities, 
Equipment/Supportive Technol-
ogy, or Young Adult and Adult 
Services. More information is 
available at 
www.autismspeaks.org/commu
nity/family_services/grants.php. 
All applications must be submit-
ted online by September 26, 
2008. 

�

�
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On Saturday, September 20, at 
10:00 a.m., the AMC Theatres and the 
Howard County Chapter of ASA are 
hosting a sensory-friendly showing of 
the animated film “Igor” at the Co-
lumbia Mall 14 theatre in Columbia. 
Tickets are $6 per person, and will be 
available for purchase at the door. The 
theatre doors will be open by 9:15, 
and the movie will start promptly at 
10:00 with no trailers. The volume 
will be kept down, and the lights will 
be kept up. Sensory breaks are encour-
aged. All families and friends with 
special needs are welcome to attend. 
For further information, contact 
Marianne Ross at ross-
fda@hotmail.com  

***  
 On Thursday, September 25, at 
3:30 pm and 5:30 pm, Howard Com-
munity College will host two screen-
ings of the movie/documentary 
"Autism the Musical" in the library 
building. For further information, go 
to www.autismthemusical.com. 

***  
On Sunday October 19, 1 – 3 pm, 
the Baltimore Chesapeake Chapter of 
ASA will host their 2nd annual bowl-
ing social event at the AMF Westview 
Lanes on Baltimore National Pike.  
Paid chapter members and individuals 
with autism can bowl for free; all oth-
ers can bowl for up to two hours for a 
small fee. The chapter will provide 
pizza and drinks. Reservations are 
required. For further information or to 
make a reservation, contact BCC-ASA 
at 410-655-7933 or rsvp@bcc-asa.org.  

***  
On Saturday, October 4, at 6:30 pm, 
MCIE (Maryland Coalition for Inclu-
sive Education) will celebrate their 
20th anniversary at the Columbia 
Sheraton Ballroom. For further infor-
mation, go to 
http://www.mcie.org/docs/News_Eve
nts/anniversary_info_MCIE2008.pdf 

or call 410-859-5400. 
***  

 On Saturday, October 4, the Balti-
more Walk Now for Autism and Re-
source Fair will take place at Towson 
University. For further information, 
go to 
http://www.walknowforautism.org. 

�)�����)�����)�����)����� ���
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Monthly events for individuals with ASD 
and their families: 
Dinner at the Rockfish: On the third 
Tuesday of the month, from 5:00 – 10:00 p.m., 
the Rockfish restaurant on Sixth Street in Annapolis will 
hold a special evening for families living with an autism spectrum disor-
der. Special gluten- and/or casein-free menu items are available, back-
ground music is turned down, and a quiet room is available. Reservations 
are encouraged. Call (410) 267-1800. A portion of the proceeds is donated 
to Pathfinders for Autism. 

· 2008 dates: Tuesdays, August 19, September 16, October 14, 
November 18, and December 16.  

Play time at Bounce Around: On the third Wednesday of every month, 
Bounce Around on Airport Park Road in Glen Burnie will hold four ses-
sions at 1:00 p.m., 2:00 p.m., 5:30 p.m., and 6:30 p.m. for children with 
autism spectrum disorders and their siblings. A quiet room is available. 
Reservations are required. Call (410) 768-8288. 

· 2008 dates: Wednesdays, August 20, September 17, October 15, 
November 19, and December 17. 

Book club: On the third Thursday of the month, from 6:30 – 8:00 p.m., 
Book Friends will hold their meeting at the public library on McKinsey 
Road in Severna Park. Participants with and without disabilities age 18 or 
older are welcome. For further information or to reserve a seat, contact 
Chrystal Irving at (443) 867-7032 or Rebecca Raggio at (410) 923-5751. 

· 2008 dates: Thursdays, August 21, September 25, October 30, 
November 20, and December 18.  

*���
�(����������
�&&&#�������#����
����	
�
�������0� Looking for something from a previous newsletter? Scroll to the bottom of our home 
page and use our Google site search tool to find it. 
(
0�Find our meetings with Mapquest or consult our online calendar for autism-related events .  
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The Special Olympics Young Ath-
letes Program announce the follow-
ing tentative practice dates and infor-
mation for Fall 2008: alternate 
Wednesdays, September 17, Octo-
ber 1, 15, 29, November 12, from 
4:30 – 5:30 p,m. at Ruth Parker Eason 
School on 648 Old Mill Road in Mil-
lersville. This program is currently 
offered for children with special 
needs, ages 3 yrs. to 5 yrs. with man-
datory parent participation. This pro-
gram provides motor skills activities 
that encourage young children to par-
ticipate in group athletic exercises. A 
variety of materials and equipment, 
music, and movement are used to in-
troduce young special needs children 
to group motor games.  It is also a 
great socialization time for the chil-
dren and parents!  The young athletes 
are to wear comfortable clothing and 
sneakers.  There are no fees for the 
program.  Additional information and 

applications are available at the prac-
tices. Please contact Janis Jank at 
jjank@aacps.org or Eva Tucholski at 
etucholski@aacps.org to obtain infor-
mation concerning the current  pro-
gram. 
 
 Anne Arundel County Recreation 
and Parks Adaptive Recreation 
Programs announce the following 
programs for Fall 2008: 

·  Therapeutic adaptive riding for 
preschoolers (ages 3 – 6) and 
youth (ages 6 – 12) held at Win-
dsor Stables at the Andover 
Equestrian Center in Linthicum 

· After school recreation program 
for school age youth (ages 5 -18) 
held at Central Special and Ruth 
Eason 

· Creative activities after school for 
school age youth (ages 5 – 18) 
held at Central Special and Ruth 
Eason 

· Teen club for youth with develop-
mental delays (ages 13 – 21) held 
at Ruth Eason and Central Special 

· Youth adult social club (ages 18 
and up) held at North County 
Recreation Center 

· Adaptive movement for youth 
(ages 5 – 10) and teens (ages 11 – 
18) held at North County Recrea-
tion Center 

· Swim program for individuals 
with disabilities: tot and parent 
aquatic safety (for children ages 3 
– 6); water exploration (ages 6 
and up); basic strokes (ages 8 and 
up); and swim and exercise (ages 
18 and up) held at Ruth Eason; 
advanced strokes (ages 10 and up) 
held at North Arundel Aquatic 
Center 

For further information, contact 
Wendy Scarborough at 410-222-7313 
ext 3554 or go to 
http://www.aacounty.org/recparks. 

��������������"��'���������������"��'���������������"��'���������������"��'�� ���

The Kennedy Krieger Institute at 
707 N. Broadway in Baltimore is 
conducting an MRI research study 
of brain develop-
ment for chil-
dren 8 to 12 
years of age. 
Children with 
ADHD, children 
with autism, and 
typically devel-
oping children are being sought to 
participate in a study that will include 
2 days of computer games, paper and 
pencil tasks, and a Magnetic Reso-
nance Imaging (MRI) scan of the 

brain. Compensation for participants 
includes $50.00, free IQ testing and 
report, as well as an MRI. Stewart H. 

Mostofsky, 
M.D., Princi-
pal Investiga-
tor, Labora-
tory for Neu-
rocognitive 
and Imaging 
Research, 

Kennedy Krieger Institute, Johns 
Hopkins Medical Institutions, will be 
leading the research study. For fur-
ther information, please contact Jes-
sica O’Brien: (443) 923-9254, 

������������!���������������!���������������!���������������!���� ���  ����+��(��
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Chapter member Jennifer Rice  
invites parents of young children 
with ASD (ages 2 – 5) to partici-
pate in a play group that she and 
several other parents began over 
the summer. They have generally 
been held in her Glen Burnie 
home, but the group is willing to 
consider other locations, includ-
ing parks and other public spaces. 
For further information, contact 
Jennifer at (443) 306-1811 or 
RiceJenandMike@aol.com. 
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Autism Spectrum Disorder support 
group of Southern Maryland 

· Web site: www.orgsites.com/md/
asd supportgroupofsomd 

· Contact: Terri at (301) 862-7235 
or griestbeary@verizon.net or 
Jennifer at (301) 997-0794 or 
johnjenb@md.metrocast.net,  

Arc of Baltimore support group for 
parents and caregivers of children 
with developmental disabilities 

· Contact: Katrina Clemons at 
(410) 296-2272 ext. 5353 or  
clemons@arcofbaltimore.org. 

Adult Autism Resource Group 
· Contact: Linda Pearl at (410) 769

-9500. 
Autism-Asperger Association of 
Calvert County support group 

· Contact: (410) 326-5050 or 
AAACC@asdcalvert.org. 

Autistic Self Advocacy Network - 
Baltimore chapter 

· Web site: http://
aspergers.meetup.com/256/
calendar/7207155 or 
www.autisticadvocacy.org  

· Contact: Ari Ne’eman at (732) 
763-5530 or 
info@autisticadvocacy.org. 

Anne Arundel County Asperger 
Syndrome support group 

· Web site: www.aacaps.org 
· Contact: Sue Hayward at (410) 

544-6661 . 
Asperger Syndrome and autism spec-
trum disorders support group 

· Web site: http://
aspergers.meetup.com/243. 

The Army Exceptional Family Mem-
ber Program’s monthly support group 
meetings at Ft. Meade 

· Contact: Caraline Someck or 
Valerie Stanislaus at (301) 677-
5590 or efmp.fggm@gmail.com. 

Abilities Network epilepsy support 
group 

· Contact: Danielle Wright at (301) 
392-3554 ext. 210. 

Baltimore Chesapeake Chapter of the 
Autism Society support group 

· Web site: www.bcc-asa.org  
· Contact: (410) 655-7933. 

Calvert County special needs support 
group 

· Web site: www.co.cal.md.us/
residents/parks/therapeutic 

· Contact: Call Therapeutic 
Recreation office at (410) 535-
1600 ext. 2542. 

Free-Mealers, a support group for 
those following a gluten-free/casein-
free diet or wanting to learn more 
about it.  

· Web site: http://
health.groups.yahoo.com/group/
Free-Mealers 

· Contact: Anna at 
annaletaw@comcast.net  

Holistic Moms Network 
· Web site: www.holisticmoms.org  
· Contact: Cassandra Alls at cbsun-

shine@mac.com or (443) 995-
2622. 

Howard County Asperger’s support 
group 

· Contact: Elaine McAuliffe at 
(410) 730-0068. 

· Howard County Autism Society 
support group 

· Web site: www.howard-
autism.org  

· Contact: (410) 290-3466. 
Parent support group for children 
with disabilities and developmental 
disorders 

· Contact: Frankly Communicating 
Speech Language Therapy at 
(410) 871-2990. 

Parents of Autistic Children (POAC) 
of Central Maryland offers training, 
support, and advocacy resource for 
families regarding Applied Behavior 
Analysis (ABA) programs for chil-
dren with autism.  

(Continued on page 11) 
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Project Spectrum 
was developed by the 
SketchUp team at 
Google to help peo-
ple with autism take 

advantage of their visual and spatial 
gifts. The idea for Project Spectrum 
originated when Google began get-
ting phone calls and e-mails from 
users telling them about how much 
kids on the autism spectrum were 
enjoying Google’s free 3D modeling 
software, SketchUp. Google part-
nered with the Boulder, Colorado, 
chapter of the Autism Society of 
America, the Boulder Valley School 
District, and the Life Long Learning 
Lab at University of Colorado to pro-
vide children with software and guid-
ance that may help them to express 
an idea or even develop a life skill. 
For further information, go to 
http://www.google.com/educators/sp
ectrum.html. 

ZAC Browser is a free web applica-
tion built for the enrichment of chil-
dren with autism spectrum disorders. 
ZAC Browser is designed to help 
autistic children discover a connec-
tion to their own excellence, and help 
their parents discover a connection to 
other parents of autistic children. 
This is done by providing a unique 
Internet web browser designed spe-
cifically for the use of autistic chil-
dren, and a forum designed to pro-
vide support to their families. For 
further information, please go to 
http://www.zacbrowser.com.  
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· Web site: 
www.poacofcentralmd.org. 

Southern Anne Arundel County au-
tism support group 

· Contact: Tammy LeBow at (410) 
336-6104. 

Sensory Processing Disorder parent 
support group 

· Contact: OT Ventures at (443) 
812-6396 or ot_ventures 
@hotmail.com. 

Support group for parents of students 
with disabilities 

· Contact: Bob Brown at (443) 881-
2034 or 
rbrown@hannahmore.org. 

 

�������!�����������
Alicia and Sarah Pulcher are opening 
Freedom Bakery, a totally gluten-
free bakery in Park Plaza on Ritchie 
Highway in Severna Park. Scheduled 
to open in mid-September, they plan 
to hold a Grand Opening event by the 
end of September. In addition to pro-
viding bakery items, Freedom Bakery 
will serve breakfast and lunch. For 
further information, contact Alicia 
and Sarah at avbp@comcast.net. 
 

���!�����
An animation studio in the United 
Kingdom has released a commercial 
cartoon series and computer game 
designed for young children on the 
autism spectrum. The Space Place, 
made by Catalyst Video Ltd, features 
12 computer-animated stories focus-
ing on the link between emotions and 
facial expression. Eight characters, all 
lunar vehicles, come to life after their 
space museum closes its doors for the 
night. Their computerized faces form 
definite expressions that are central to 
the story and the dialogue. The ani-
mation series is narrated by Rob 
Rackstraw, the voice behind Bob the 

Builder’s Spud. The DVD’s Fun ‘n’ 
Games menu allows children to play 
four interactive games. A CD-Rom 
game is included in the pack along-
side the DVD, allowing kids to play 
Spot the Face — a game for recogniz-
ing emotions — in 3-D. The interac-
tive computer game allows children to 
be any character from the series and 
zoom around the Space Place collect-
ing cards that show the cartoon char-
acters expressing different moods. 
The set also includes a pack of color-
coded playing cards, each illustrated 
with a character and emotion. Instruc-
tions are included so that parents can 
use the cards for a number of educa-

tional games. For further information, 
please go to www.spaceplace.tv. 
 

� �����"1��!�������1���!���� �+����
A guide about housing and mort-
gages for people with disabilities is 
available at 
www.mortgageloan.com/disabilities. 
It includes information about the five 
important steps in buying a home and 
about financial assistance programs 
that are available for individuals with 
disabilities who want to buy a home. 

***  
Autism Speaks has launched an 
online School Community Tool Kit 
designed to help school administra-
tors talk with their staff about how 
students with autism can best be sup-
ported and included in the school 
community – and recognized as im-
portant contributors – for the better-
ment of all. The kit provides informa-
tion about inclusion of students with 
autism in the school community, 
strategies for intervention and infor-
mation targeted to specific members 
of the school community, including 
administrators, teachers, bus drivers, 
school nurses, custodians, security 
and office staff.  To download the 
free tool kit, go to 
http://www.autismspeaks.org/docs/fa
mily_services_docs/sk/School_Comm
unity_Tool_Kit.pdf 

***  
Pathfinders for Autism has a 
“Dining out with autism awareness 
night tool kit” available on their web 
site. It is a step-by-step guide to en-
courage restaurants to welcome fami-
lies of individuals with autism and 
their families. Shelly McLaughlin, a 
Bel Air resident and parent of a child 
with autism, worked with Pathfinders 
for Autism to create the tool kit after 
her phenomenal success in setting up 

(Continued from page 10) 

(Continued on page 12) 
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AutismCares is a consortium of 
leading autism organizations who 
have united to support individuals 
with autism and their families 
during natural disasters and other 
crises. The consortium is com-
prised of Autism Speaks, the 
Daniel Jordan Fiddle Foundation, 
the Doug Flutie Jr. Foundation, 
The Help Group, TACA, Talk 
Autism, Unlocking Autism, 
SafeMinds, and SARRC. Au-
tismCares provides Family Sup-
port Awards of up to $1,500 to 
help families coping with autism 
who have experienced a natural 
disaster; a death, critical illness or 
injury of an immediate family 
member; a loss of home; or a loss 
of job. The funds may be used to 
pay for housing, utilities, insur-
ance premiums, prescriptions, 
day care, automobile repairs, fu-
neral expenses, or other approved 
items. To learn more about the 
consortium and the grant pro-
gram, visit www.autismcares.org.  
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an awareness night at the Main Street 
Tower Restaurant in Bel Air. Shelly 
approached the Main Street Tower 
after learning of a similar event 
hosted by Pathfinders for Autism and 
the Rockfish Restaurant in Annapolis. 
The kit includes advice for approach-
ing restaurants; promoting the event; 
tips for serving individuals with au-
tism; ideas for gluten-and casein-free 
menu items; and suggestions such as 
reduced background music (to accom-
modate sensory integration issues), 
and a quiet area in case that is needed. 
Pathfinders for Autism also offers 
free training (and will visit Maryland 
restaurants in advance) to ensure a 
staff comfort level. The kit is avail-
able at 
www.pathfindersforautism.org/
upload/packet-for-Pathfinders.pdf. 
For more information or to schedule 
training, please contact Rebecca Ri-
enzi, Director of Outreach and Com-
munity Partnerships at (410) 769-
8221 or e-mail rri-
enzi@pathfindersforautism.org. 

***  
Easter Seals and the Autism Society 
of America have partnered together 
to prepare a state-of-the-state report 
of autism legislation in the 50 states, 
the District of Columbia, and Puerto 
Rico. The profiles highlight the num-
ber of children with autism who have 
received the state’s special education 
services, state-mandated insurance 
coverage for autism if available, 
Medicaid services specific for indi-
viduals with autism, educational pro-
grams provided to students with au-
tism or training that focused on au-
tism, special education criteria, other 
state-led resources, and sponsors of 
autism legislation. The reports are 
available at www.autism-society.org/
research_advo_states; the State of 
Maryland report is available at http://

www.autism-society.org/site/
DocServer/
Autism_Maryland_v2.pdf?
docID=9572. 

***  
A new publication from the HEATH 
Resource Center entitled “Guidance 
and Career Counselors’ tool kit: 
Advising high school students with 
disabilities on post-secondary op-
tions” contains answers to most fre-
quently asked questions about post-
secondary opportunities for students 
with disabilities. Students and their 
families are encouraged to use the 
tool kit to help guide their transition 
planning for college and career.  It is 
available at http://
www.heath.gwu.edu/files/active/1/
Tool kit.pdf. 

***  
The “Special needs planning guide: 
How to prepare for every stage of 
your child’s life” is written by au-
thors who have family members with 
special needs (John Nadworny and 

Cynthia Haddadis). It includes a CD-
ROM that contains a helpful financial 
planning timeline and a printable Let-
ter of Intent that lets parents commu-
nicate key information, concerns, and 
desires to future caretakers. The book 
is available through Brookes Publish-
ing. For further information, please go 
to www.brookespublishing.com/store/
books/nadworny-68028/index.htm. 

***  
The IDEA Partnership of the Na-
tional Association of State Directors 
of Special Education has developed 
the Results for Kids: Resources li-
brary . Materials in this library focus 
on models, curricula, practices, pol-
icy, research, tools, and resources de-
signed to improve outcomes for all 
struggling learners, as generated by 
general education, special education, 
and related disciplines. For further 
information, please go to http://
www.ideapartnership.org/rkr.cfm. 

***  
Health care transition is the process of 
helping youth with special health 
needs to be more in charge of their 
own care. The Institute for Child 
Health Policy (ICHP) at the Univer-
sity of Florida has developed several 
health care transition resources, 
including workbooks, training materi-
als, pamphlets, and videos. These ma-
terials are available at no cost at 
http://hctransitions.ichp.ufl.edu. 

***  
Free reproducible language and 
early literacy activities are available 
at http://www.walearning.com. The 
materials are designed to encourage 
parents to interact with their children 
while they are “on the go” to facilitate 
language, early literacy, and positive 
parent-child interactions. The materi-
als include 14 activities and accompa-
nying hints about how to modify the 
activities to meet the specific devel-

(Continued from page 11) 

(Continued on page 13) 
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Our chapter lend-
ing library continues 

to grow, and is sporting 
some new titles. The li-

brary is housed in the Part-
ners for Success office at 

Oakwood Elementary 
(portable B) in Glen Burnie. To 
access materials, you can visit in 
person, call (410) 222-3805, or e-
mail Partnersforsuc-
cess@aacps.org. Materials can be 
delivered to your child’s school 
and sent home via ‘backpack 
mail.’ Visit http://aaccasa.org/
library.htm for details, and to 
view our list of materials. 



FEBRUARY 09 THE VOICE PAGE 13 

 

opmental needs of the child. 
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Talk About Curing Autism (TACA) 
provides information, resources, and 
support to families affected by au-
tism. For families who have just re-
ceived a diagnosis, TACA aims to 
speed up the cycle time from the au-
tism diagnosis to effective treatments. 
Visit www.tacanow.org for more in-
formation.  

***  
Blessings Unleashed Assistance 
Dogs is a non-profit organization that 
provides personal assistance dogs to 
children with autism and other special 
needs. The mission of Blessings 
Unleashed is to carefully breed and 
select puppies for potential assistance 
dogs, properly train them for their 
future individualized roles, and pro-
vide the recipient with the appropriate 
education and training to utilize and 
care for their assistance dog. If you 
are interested in being a recipient of 
one of these assistance dogs, contact 
Blessings Unleashed Foundation, Ex-
ecutive Director: Dana Emmitt-Hall, 
2820 Bon Ayr Road, Park City KY 
42160 at dana@scrtc.com or 270-
678-5908. They can help provide 
funding resources, grants, fundraising 
ideas, and financing options to help 
defer the expense of the assistance 
dog. 

***  
Heroes With Handicaps, Inc. is a 
nonprofit organization founded for 
the purpose of providing financial 
assistance for children with autism 
whose parents are serving or have 
retired from military service. Cur-
rently, there is financial assistance 
available for applicants. Applications 
are available at 
www.heroeswithhandicaps.org. 

***  
MAAP Services for Autism and 
Asperger Spectrum is a nonprofit 
organization dedicated to providing 
information and advice to families of 
advanced individuals with Autism, 
Asperger’s Syndrome, and Pervasive 
Developmental Disorder (PDD). 
Through its quarterly newsletter, The 
MAAP, the organization provides the 
opportunity for parents and profes-
sionals to network with others in 
similar circumstances and to learn 
about more advanced individuals 
within the autism spectrum. For fur-
ther information, go to http://
www.asperger.org/
What_Is_Maap.asp. 

***  
The National Youth Leadership 
Network (NYLN) is a youth-driven, 
youth-led organization, made up of 
young leaders with disabilities from 
throughout the United States and its 
territories. NYLN promotes youth 
leadership and education, and teaches 
young people how to advocate.  Their 
goal is to make sure that young peo-
ple with disabilities know how to set 
and reach their own goals. The re-
sources they have to offer include the 
following: 

· Resource Clearinghouse (http://
nyln.org/Clearinghouse/
resourceclearinghouse.html) pro-
vides materials and information 
about education, employment, 
healthcare, disability history/
disability culture, advocacy, pol-
icy, and international exchange 

· Documents from NYLN and 
KASA (http://nyln.org/
Clearinghouse/
resourceclearinghouse.html). 
NYLN and KASA (Kids As Self-
Advocates) are youth-led organi-
zations; KASA is for young peo-
ple who are 13 - 24 years old. 
They worked together to create 

documents on a variety of topics, 
including respectful disability lan-
guage and accessibility and ac-
commodations. 

 For further information, go to http://
ww.nyln.org or contact Betsy Valnes, 
NYLN Executive Director, at (866) 
480-6565 or bvalnes@tie.net. 

***  
The Autism Help Network has 
started a national group organization 
for fathers dealing with autism called 
“F.A.C.T. –Fathers of Autism Coa-
lition Team”. For further informa-
tion, please contact cswan-
son@autismhelpforyou.org. 
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The National Park Service has devel-
oped a web site to aid visitors with 
disabilities and special needs to find 
accessible trails, programs, activities, 
and other features at national park 
units nationwide. It is hoped that this 
site will assist visitors, their families, 
and friends in travel planning to the 
NPS site of their choice. Visit the 
“National Parks: Accessible to Eve-
ryone” web site at 
www.nps.gov/pub_aff/access/index.ht
m to learn about what opportunities 
are available in parks for visitors with 
disabilities and special needs. 

***  
Thomas Taylor and Elyse Bruce have 
created a series of free informative 
web seminars/podcasts about autism 
spectrum disorders. Topics to date 
have included autism, Asperger Syn-
dome and autism spectrum disorders; 
web resources and forum communi-
ties; special feature interviews; par-
enting; and bullying. For further in-
formation, please go to http://
mic.mypodcast.com. 

***  
The Maryland Department of Dis-

(Continued from page 12) 

(Continued on page 14) 
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abilities (MDOD) recently launched 
its new website at 
www.mdod.maryland.gov. The goal 
of the new site is to be a model for 
accessibility, providing an efficient 
and direct method to essential infor-
mation about disability resources and 
services throughout the state. 
 

��� ���������
Magazines: 

· Exceptional Parent, The Family 
and Professional Journal for the 
Special Needs Community 
(www.eparent.com) 

· Spectrum Magazine For Parents 
and Children with Autism & De-
velopmental Disorders 
(www.spectrumpublications.com) 

· Autism Spectrum Quarterly 
combines the readability and in-
terest of a high-level magazine 
with the substance and depth of a 
professional journal. Each issue 
features a line of research and 
commentary aimed at helping par-
ents, teachers, and clinicians to 
translate this research into prac-
tice. (www.asquarterly.com) 

· The Autism Asperger's Digest 
Magazine features articles and 
material from sources around the 
world. Each issue covers the latest 
people, products, research, news, 
and viewpoints emerging in the 
autism field. 
(www.autismdigest.com) 

· The Autism Perspective has a 
full array of options, filled with 
articles from across the country 
and the world. With the goal of 
enriching and enhancing the lives 
of those living with autism, this 
magazine is filled with inspira-
tional stories, new therapies and 
treatments, personal accounts and 
advocacy advice. 

(www.theautismperspective.org) 
· ArTRAN, the Applied Theatre 

Research and Autism Network, 
is launching an e-journal, with 
plans to release the first issue by 
December 2008. The journal will 
include peer-reviewed research 
articles; creative arts (poetry, 
painting, cartoons, and short sto-
ries) by individuals on the autism 
spectrum; success stories submit-
ted by parents, caregivers, and 
special educators; discussion 
about specific problems, and in-
formation about events related to 
autism and the arts. Individuals 
interested in submitting contribu-
tions are asked to contact 
Parasuram Ramamoorthi at 
Parasuram.ramamoorthi@gmail.c
om. 

·  The Autism Spectrum News 
(www.mhnews-autism.org/
back_issues/ASN-
Fall2008.pdf#zoom=100) 

 
Newsletters 

· Ellen Notbohm, author of the 
book “Ten things every child with 
autism wishes you knew,” has a 
free monthly e-newsletter for any-
one who shares an interest in kids 
with autism. For further informa-

tion, please go to 
www.ellennotbohm.com/
newsletters.html. 

· The OARacle, the e-newsletter of 
the Organization for Autism Re-
search, can be found at  http://
researchautism.org. 

· The Shafer Autism Report is a 
daily e-newsletter that monitors 
the latest developments in the au-
tism field. A one-year subscrip-
tion costs $35. Visit 
www.sarnet.org/ 

 
Booklets and pamphlets 

· A new publication entitled “The 
411 on disability disclosure” 
explores the role that families and 
advocates play in helping youth 
understand the importance of ap-
propriate disability disclosure. It 
is available at http://www.ncwd-
youth.info/
resources_&_Publications/
information_Briefs/issue21.html. 

 
Blogs 

· Age of Autism covers biomedical 
and environmental issues related 
to autism through stories and 
commentary. Readers can sub-
scribe in a feed reader or by e-
mail. Visit 
www.ageofautism.com.  

 
Books 

· D.J. Svoboda, an artist with au-
tism, has created The Imagi-
friends based on difficult situa-
tions he has faced growing up 
with autism. They are brightly 
colored characters who help and 
support one another. They live in 
a wonderful place called Imagiv-
ille where everyone is accepted 
“just the way they are” and no one 
is ever picked on or mistreated. 
His first book, about acceptance 
for those with autism, has just 

(Continued from page 13) 

������������������������������������� ���

-����������(�����
Visit www.pathfindersforautism.org 
to locate services throughout Mary-
land, read more about autism, and 
view a calendar of events. 
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Visit the online art ex-
hibit sponsored by Na-
tional ASA, featuring 
these and other works by 
artists affected by au-
tism. Visit 
http://www.autism-
soci-
ety.org/site/PageServer?pagename=art_exhibit to view 
the exhibit or upload artwork. 

been published. For further infor-
mation, go to 
www.MYIMAGIVILLE.com . 

 

��&��-�
Safetytat offers temporary tattoos 
for kids that can be printed with your 
phone number, or other essential in-
formation. The temporary tattoos are 
available in several different designs. 
For further information, go to http://
safetytat.com.  

***  
In a large crowd, parents and children 
can become separated. The purpose of 
The Kid CallCard is to help the 
child quickly reunite with their parent 
in case an accidental separation oc-
curs. The Kid CallCard is a two-sided 
waterproof card that holds up to 10 
cell phone numbers on one side, and 
is personalized with your child’s first 
name on the other. It’s the size of a 
credit card, and provides space for 
two primary cell numbers (usually 
Mom and Dad), and up to 10 secon-
dary cell numbers for grandparents, 
aunts, uncles, family friends, etc., 
with whom your child attends out-

ings. For further information, please 
go to http://kidcallcard.com. 

***  
My Precious Kid provides a variety 
of safety products for children with 
autism spectrum disorders. For further 
information, please go to http://
www.mypreciouskid.com/child-
autism-safety.html. 
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Harbour Way Innovative Learning 
and the Community College of Balti-
more County have partnered to create 
the CCBC Harbour Horizons Pro-
gram, a two-year, five day a week 
college experience for students with 
mild to moderate learning differences 
who want to learn to live and work 
independently while earning a non-
credit completion certificate. Located 
on the Catonsville campus of the 
Community College of Baltimore 
County, Horizons students learn to 
manage personal finances, read and 
write for independent living, use com-
puters for independent living, study 
issues of health and wellness, study 
issues of civic responsibility and other 
contemporary issues, and work and 

live independently. For further infor-
mation, please contact Martha Schnei-
der at mschnei-
der@harbourschool.org. 

***  
 The goal of the Maryland Technol-
ogy Assistance Program (MD TAP) 
is to make assistive technology more 
available and affordable to Maryland-
ers with disabilities. Assistive tech-
nology includes wheelchairs and 
scooters, specially modified vehicles, 
computers with software that reads 
text aloud, electronic devices to oper-
ate appliances remotely, low-tech aids 
to help perform daily activities, and 
many other items. Their services in-
clude a demonstration and loan pro-
gram which allows people to try out 
devices before buying them; a co-op 
which provides discounts on pur-
chases; an equipment link which pro-
vides an on-line classified ad system 
for used devices; and loan programs 
which provide funding assistance 
through low-interest loans. For further 
information, call (410) 554-9230 or 
(800) 832-4827 or go to http://
www.mdod.state.md.us and click on 
“Get Assistive Technology.”  

(Continued from page 14) 
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We have available autism awareness merchandise, 
including puzzle ribbon lapel pins and car magnets, 
autism puzzle piece bracelets and wristbands, and 
many other wonderful items. They can be purchased 
at our meetings or by using the order forms at 
www.aaccasa.org. 

We participate in affiliate programs with Future 
Horizons and Autism Asperger Publishing Com-
pany. When you access their web sites through the 
links at www.aaccasa.org, our chapter receives a 
portion of the price of your purchases. 

The Garyworld  online store (www.café press.com/
garyworld) promotes the original artwork of chapter 
member Gary Schmedes Jr., including such charac-
ters as Monster Chicken and his girlfriend, Mon-
strous Hen. Gary and his family are generously do-
nating a portion of the profit from the sale of these 
items to our chapter.  
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Beth Strasnick, one of our 
chapter members and the par-
ent of a child with autism, has 
initiated a fundraising effort to 
help our chapter’s awareness, 
education, support, and advo-
cacy efforts.  

 
Beth  has committed to donate $250 to AACC-
ASA for every referral through our group that 
results in a sale, and to increase the donation to 
$500 if she sells your home and helps you buy a 
new home. 
 

 Beth Strasnick 
Century 21 Results Realty 

7231 Ritchie Highway, Suite A, Glen Burnie 
Cell    (410) 294-7723 
Office (410) 590-1395 
Estrasnick@aol.com 


