The \Voice

Co-Presidents’ Messagé ihda Carter-Ferrier and Alison Hamilton

As much as we might like to keep our kids in tleeimfortable bubbles
all the time — much more peaceful for parents -davdave to help them
navigate daily life from time to time. Kids havém@ack for getting sick,
needing haircuts, outgrowing shoes, and needihg fed, watered, and
cleaned every now and then. For ASD kids, any edeleveryday activi-
ties can be fraught with drama.

Enter the social story — an important additionaoepts’ and educators’
bag of tricks for ASD kids. Our October meetinglviglature a discussion
about social stories, led by Christine Ambrose Brehda Insalaco, SLP.
Christine and Brenda have developed Spec Talesjesf social stories
for children on the spectrum. They will presenbagrview of how to im-
plement social stories to meet daily challengegidfaants also will have |
an opportunity to review some of the photo-bas@ibsstories from the '
Spec Tales series. So far, Christine and Brenda Waitten stories about
getting a haircut, toileting (boy and girl versidnisaving blood drawn,
having nails clipped, and brushing teeth. Specsltmks will be avail-

able for purchase at the meeting, and there vgtl 8k a drawing for a free - # #
book of the winner’s choice. To learn more abquaSTales, visihttp:// #
spectales.copwhere you can view upcoming titles and even cftegges- e . $
tions for future topics. We would probably be firstine to purchase sto- # ## o
ries about showing off armpits, putting pants oa’sinead, wiping hands #&' #
on the wall, and remembering to put on one’s swihisfore heading to #

the community pool, but we have a feeling Chrisand Brenda will first
turn their talents to more practical, more easigtpgraphed topics.

Thanks to everyone who attended the Quarter AuctioS8eptember 9. & $( )
We are very happy to announce that our chapteivextenore than $300 PR o
in proceeds, through the sale of entrance tickedsbéds placed on the ! !
charity items. We offer our sincere thanks to JuMhoney for coordinat-
ing the event and to Penny Walker for suggestinggoaup as the charity m
beneficiary for the event. Our chapter may parét#pagain in future auc-
tions.
Our September meeting featured a discussion abeRdcilitated IEP
Meeting process, led by Ruth Avizad and Ellen Mepeth of whom ( /012
work in the compliance office of the Anne Arundelu@ty Public Millersville, MD 21108 320-4
Schools. If you feel you are at an impasse withryhild’s school, the 5)1 **--

trained mediators available through this prograny beable to assist; for
further information, contact the Anne Arundel CaetfResolution Center

at 410-266-9033. Brochures and other written inftiam about the proc-
ess are also available at all public schools.
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Monthly meetings:Our meetings are open discussion. A refreshment break
held on the last Tuesday evening of is followed by a discussion led by the
each month (August - November and guest presenter. Ample time is al-
January - May) at the Ruth Parker  lowed for questions and follow-up
Eason School, 648 Old Mill Road, discussion, as well as further opportu-
Millersville. Meetings begin at 7:00 nity for group support and socializa-
p.m. with introductions and general tion. New members and new ideas are
announcements, along with time for always welcome!

Events:Our online calendar provides vice providers. If you are a paid mem-
updated information about the many ber and have experience with any of
autism-related and disability-related the topics and would like to provide
activities and events in our local area.information and assistance, please

It can be accessedlatp:// contact Alison Hamilton at (410) 451-
www.aaccasa.org/calundur.htm 8015 orhamiltonal@verizon.net
Support: Our chapter networking/ Staying informed:Subscribe to our e-
support/resource guide, available at mail action alert by sending a mes-
http://www.aaccasa.org/images/ sage througlvww.aaccasa.ordt is
NetworkingGuidel1-07.p¢gtonsists an easy way to learn the latest infor-
of a list of chapter member volunteersmation about federal, state, and local
who are available to provide informa- legislative initiatives, lobbying ef-
tion and assistance to family mem-  forts, or other action items related to
bers, friends, professionals, and ser- autism and disabilities.

New families:Our “Where to Start”  Manor Drive, Glen Burnie. To see a
brochure provides local resource in- full listing of the items available from
formation for families of children our lending library, as well as related
newly diagnosed with an autism specitems available from the Partners for
trum disorder or families who are newSuccess library, please go to

to our area. It is available on our web-www.aaccasa.orgro request an item,
site atwww.aaccasa.orgr by calling please contact Partners for Success at
our chapter phone line at (410) 923- (410) 222-3805 opartnersforsuc-
8800. cess@aacps.ordhey will provide
Chapter library: Our lending library  information about the various ways in
is located at the Partners for Successwhich library materials can be ob-
Resource Center, Oakwood Elemen- tained.

tary School, Portable “B”, 330 Oak
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Anne Arundel County Public group outlines, peer/classroom dis- copies) and a printed binder. After the
Schools is pleased to announce the ability awareness and empathy train- conference the guide will be available
newly copyrighted release of ings, and teacher resources. The guide purchase for personal use or
“Building Bridges - A multidiscipli-  can be used by a variety of providers through a licensure agreement provid-

nary team approach to supporting stufrom grades K- 12 to support inclu-
dents with Asperger’s Syndrome and sion in multiple settings for students
Autism in the classroom.” This guide living with ASD. Providers who can
was developed by the school system implement the guide include educa-

ing the right to make a specific num-
ber of copies. After the conference,
the guide will be available to pur-
chase via ‘storefront’ through a vari-

in partnership with several commu-

tors, speech - language pathologists, ety of licensure agreement options at

nity organizations, including the Anneoccupational therapists, social work- www.aacps.org.
Arundel County Chapter of the Au- ers, psychologists, guidance counsel-  Supplemental materials for the
tism Society of America. It provides aors, teacher assistants, and commu- guide are being developed, including

variety of materials to support the
inclusion of students living with Au-
tism Spectrum Disorders (ASD) in
classroom settings.

Materials include information re-

garding ASD for educators, commu-

nity group leaders. a skills group data/tracking portfolio
The new release will be offered at and a parent companion. These will
the Network of Autism Training and be available for purchase as separate
Technical Assistance Programs components. For further information
(NATTAP) conference in Columbus, or if you have any questions, please
Ohio from November 18 — 20, 2008. contact Laura Phipps, Social Skills

nity members, parents, and peers. It At the conference two formats will be Specialist for Asperger’'s Syndrome/

also includes sample social skills les- available for purchase: DVD format

HFA at Anne Arundel County Public

son plans and activities, social skills (which can be used to make multiple Schools at.phippsl@aacps.org
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443-514-5034 (voice); 1-800-637-

, 4113 (toll-free — voice/TTY); via e-
New regulations for the Employed  qi) ¢ eid@mdod.state.md.us; or
Individuals with Disabilities (EID) it hitp://www.mdod.maryland.gov/
Program have taken effect as of Sep-Emp|oyment%20and%OTraininq.aSIOX

tember 1, 2008. The EID Program is 84-534gekmensel=c57dfa7b 72 0 5
work incentive that qualifies working 5, ¢ -

n % "

model programs. This center will
provide technical assistance,
evaluation, and development of
recommendations for model ac-
creditation standards as well as
outreach and dissemination to

Marylanders with disabilities for

Medical Assistance (Medicaid) if they
meet a few conditions. The program’s "
income and asset limits are much

The Higher Education Opportunity

postsecondary programs, families,
& - and prospective students.

: : The act also ensures equal college
! opportunities for students with dis-
abilities through the following provi-

higher than for most other programs, act of 2008 was recently signed into sions:

so people can be eligible even with

cal Assistance provides excellent
health coverage for people with no

ance does not. EID can save people
with Medicare at least $1,000 a year
in medical expenses. The changes
enable EID applicants to save more in
certain retirement accounts; qualify
applicants for EID in some cases if
they have not been approved for SSDI
or SSI benefits; and set a new pre-
mium structure. The EID Program
Summary of Changes is available at
http://www.mdod.maryland.gov/
Employment%20and%
20Training.aspx?id=1276

For more information, or to apply,
contact the EID Outreach Project at

) ) ) _law by President Bush. The reautho-
substantial earnings or savings. Mediyj,aqg Higher Education Act sets fed-
eral higher education policy for at
! least the next five years. Included in
other insurance. It also supplements he act are several provisions to ex-
private insurance and Medlcarg, COV- hand post-secondary education oppor- -
ering some services that other insur- ynities for students with intellectual
disabilities:

- Allows students with intellectual
disabilities who are attending pro- The act also addresses the preparation

- Authorizes the development and

- Establishes a national center to
provide support services and best
practices for colleges, students
with disabilities, and their fami-
lies.

Helps colleges recruit, retain, and
graduate students with disabilities
and improves education materials
and facilities.

grams designed for them in higherof educators in early childhood, ele-
education to be eligible for the  mentary, secondary and postsecond-
first time for Pell Grants, Supple- ary education settings to use the prin-
mental Educational Opportunity ciples of UDL (Universal Designs for
Grants, and the Federal Work-  Learning) in their instructional prac-
Study Program. tices. For more information, go to:
http://www1.ndss.org/index.php?
expansion of high-quality, inclu- op-

sive model comprehensive transi- tion=com_content&task=view&id=20
tion and post-secondary programs61&Itemid=233

- Authorizes the establishment of a

coordinating center for the new
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cess@aacps.org

On Wednesday, October 8from

The Anne Arundel County Public
Schools Partners for Success Re-
source Center presents a workshop
on the Individualized Education
Program (IEP) process to be of-
fered at various sites throughout active teleconference entitled,
the county. Facilitated by Christine  “Bullying: More than sticks and
Mason-Giardini, Katy Schieman, and stones.” Questions to be discussed
Debbie Wetzel, the presentation is
entitled “How to Be an |.E.P.
(Informed Effective Parent) Team
Member.” The schedule is as follows: Maryland law say about reporting

- Tuesday, October 7, 2008, from bullying and harassment? And what

Place of Maryland will host an inter-

man@kennedykrieger.ofgr further
information.

11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., The Parents’On Friday, October 10,from 9:00

a.m. — 4:00 p.m., the Developmental
Disabilities Administration is spon-
soring a Town Hall meeting at the
Hilton Columbia on 5485 Twin

include: What can parents, educatorsKnolls Road in Columbia, MD.
and children do to effectively address The meeting, entitled “What are the
bullying and harassment? What does opportunities and challenges in reduc-

ing and eliminating the use of re-
straints?” is intended for self-

7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at Marley protections are available to children? advocates, family members, advo-

Elementary (cafeteria), 715 Coo- This interactive teleconference will
per Road, Glen Burnie discuss these questions, as well as

- Tuesday, October 21, 2008, from children’s rights, and how to enforce
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at Pasadentheir rights. Please contact Missy
Elementary (media center), 401 Alexander at 301/884-4662 afexan-
East Pasadena Rd, Pasadena der@md.metrocast.nta receive

- Tuesday, November 11, 2008 presentation materials and call-in in-
from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at formation.

Shipley’s Choice Elementary
School, 310 Governor Stone Park-On Wednesday, October 8from
way, Millersville 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., the (Army)

- Thursday, November 13, 2008
from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at
Seven Oaks Elementary School,
1905 Town Center Boulevard,
Odenton

of Fort Meade is hosting a presenta-
tion entitled “Applied Behavioral

cates, supervisors, clinicians, direct
support professionals, and program
managers. For further information or
to obtain registration materials, con-
tact Donna Shreve at 410-902-4560 or
shrived@dhmh.state.md.us

On Monday, October 13,from 7:30-
9:00 p.m., Individual Differences in
Learning will offer a presentation en-
titled “Using Data to Advocate for

Exceptional Family Member Program your Child” at the Linden Linthicum

United Methodist Church in Clarks-
ville by Andrea Bennett, M.Ed. and

Analysis Therapy” led by ABA thera- Lisa Frank, M.Ed., educational and
pist Paul Eschbach. This presentationbehavioral consultants from The Spe-

will be held at Army Community Ser- cial Kids Company.Using both infor-

This presentation will discuss how  vice, 830 Chisholm Ave., in Fort
IEP team members (parents and the Meade. Registration is required. For
school system) have an opportunity tdurther information or to register,
combine their special areas of exper- please call Caraline Someck or Val-
tise and jointly craft an appropriate  erie Stanislaus at 301-677-5590.
education program for the student.

They will also discuss how to in- On Wednesday, October 8from
crease your knowledge of the school 11:30-12:30 p.m., the Kennedy
system’s procedures, while learning Krieger Institute Center for Autism
skills in organizing and presenting
observations about your child, and
enhancing your role as an informed
and active participant in the special

free STAR (Sharing Treatment and
Autism Resources) Training entitled
“Making Smart Choices: A Compari-

mal and formal data to analyze the
child’s strengths and needs, the pre-
senters will discuss how parents can
work with the school to enhance their
child’s educational program. Partici-
pants will learn to identify the various
forms of data, how to keep it organ-
ized, make sense of it, and present it
to the school. For further information

and Related Disorders will present a and to RSVP, please contact

info@gifteddifferentlearners.ordi-
rections are available attp://
www.qifteddifferentlearners/

education process. For more informa-son of Diets for Our Children” at their calendar.html

tion and to confirm attendance, pleasé&enter for Autism and Related Disor-

call Debbie or Katy at the Partners forders at 3901 Greenspring Ave. in Bal-On Tuesday, October 14 at 7:00
Success Resource Center at 410-222timore. Please contact Kelly Temple- p.m., CHADD of Anne Arundel

3805 or email apartnersforsuc- man at 443-923-7680 dremple- (Continued on page 6)



PAGE 6 THE VOICE OCTOBER 08

* ot

(Continued from page 5) Thursday, November 20at 7:30 . Social skills

County is hosting a presentation enti-p.m., the Anne Arundel County Down - Sensory integration dysfunction
tled “Special Education Advocacy  Syndrome Connection will presenta - Brain Gym

101: Ask the Advocate” at Severna two-part series on social skills for the - Planning for future needs

Park United Methodist Church on 731young child at the Arundel Medical For further information or to obtain
Benfield Road in Severna Park. PaulaCenter Sajak Pavilion. Hosted by registration materials, please contact
McCormick, Ed.D will lead the pres- Lina Parker and Nancy Cahlink of theBarstow Acres at 410-414-990, or

entation. For further information, Maryland Early Childhood Mental Barstow.acrescc@yahoo.com

please see/ww.aacochadd.or@mr Health Project, this parent-orientated

call 410-721-2468. workshop on Social Skills will cover The Maryland Coalition of Families
such topics as acting out, not respondor Children’s Mental Health will

On Wednesday, October 15from ing to directions, playing with others, be offering a free 6-week course for

3:30 - 5:00 p.m., the LRE Part B TA and more. Primarily designed for par-caregivers of youth with mental
Community of Practice, the Statewideents of newborns to those in elemen- health needs at the Howard County

Parent Advocacy Network of New  tary school; see Mental Health Authority on 9151 Red
Jersey/Region 1 Parent Technical Aswww.downsyndromeconnection.com Branch Road, Suite 150 in Columbia.
sistance Center, Family Voices, and for further information. Entitled “Navigating the Transition
Kids as Self-Advocates will sponsor a Years: Help for families of young
teleconference. Entitled “Role of On Friday October 17,from 7:00 —  adults with mental health needs,” top-

Youth in Making High Schools More 9:00 p.m., Pathways to Parent Sup- ics will include:
Inclusive,” the discussion will include port and Training will sponsor a free - education and employment op-

effective strategies for youth with and presentation entitled “Tools and tips tions

without disabilities to work together for creating a healthy and happy ex- - services available through the Di-
to make high schools more inclusive. ceptional family” at The Non-Profit vision of Rehabilitative Services
Further information: Center on 255 Clifton Boulevard in - health care coverage
www.tacommunities.orghe TA Westminster. The presentation, led by - housing and community life

Communities of Practice website, or a licensed marriage and family thera- - benefits programs
contact Judy Shanley, at Office of  pist, will discuss the impact of special - changing roles and legal rights
Special Education Programs (OSEP) needs on the entire family and offer The course is for caregivers of youth

202-245-6538 or solutions to your struggles. who are primarily 17 and 18 (but also
judy.shanley@ed.gov For further information or to RSVP, may be 19 or 20), will be graduating
contact Speech Pathways at 410-374er completing their GED in 2009 or
On Wednesday, October 15from 0555 or 2010, and have an IEP disability of
7:00p.m. - 8:30 p.m., The Kennedy kim.bell@speechpathways.net “emotional disturbance.” This course
Krieger Institute’s Adolescent Transi- will be held from 7:00 — 9:00 p.m. on
tion Lecture Series will present a lec- On Friday, October 17, and Satur- Mondays October 20, 27, November
ture entitled “Maryland Governor’s  day, October 18,from 8:00 a.m. — 3, 10, 17, and 24. Light refreshments

Transitioning Youth Initiative”. Led  5:00 p.m., the Barstow Acres Chil-  will be served. Although there is no
by Mary Scott, GTYI Facilitator with dren’s Center will sponsor the third charge to attend, families should plan
Baltimore County Public Schools, the annual parent empowerment confer- to attend all six sessions. The course
presentation will be held at Kennedy ence at the St. John Vianney Family is open to families across Maryland.
Krieger Institute’s Greenspring Cam- Life Center on 105 Vianney Lane in  For more information, or to register,
pus, 3825 Greenspring Ave., Bowles Prince Frederick. Entitled contact: Ann Geddes, Transition Spe-
Bldg. Board Room. For further infor- “Strengthening mental health in the cialist, at The Maryland Coalition of
mation or to register, please call 443-family through knowledge, action, Families for Children’s Mental
923-2790 or 800-390-3372, or email and change,” workshop sessions will Health, (410) 730-8263ged-
ResourceFinder@kennedykrieger.orginclude the following topics: des@mdcoalition.org

- IEPs
On Thursday, October 16, and - Managing behaviors (Continued on page 7)
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(Continued from page 6) please contact Mamie McKoy 410- include presentations about the fol-
On Wednesday, October 22from 396-1379 otMamieM- lowing topics:

7:00 — 9:00 p.m., the lvymount cKoy47@hotmail.com - Identifying college and graduate
School will present The Model Asper- students to care for your child
ger Program at the lvymount School Partners for Success Resource Cen-  with special needs and develop-
Lecture Series. Entitled “Exploring  ter and the Baltimore County Pub- mental disabilities

the Medical Issues in Autism Spec- lic Schools’ Office of Special Edu- - Grandparents raising grandchil-
trum Disorders: Implications for cation will co-sponsor a series of free  dren — designing interventions
Treatment,” this free lecture for par- parent workshops at the ESS Building that make a difference

ents, professionals, and caregivers at Greenwood on Charles Street in - Finding free help

will be held at lvymount School, Baltimore. The schedule is as follows: - Collaborative models for respite

11614 Seven Locks Rd., in Rockville. - “Applying for SSI (Supplemental For further information or to obtain
The presenters will be Sarah Spence, Security Income)” Wednesday, registration materials, go tatp://

MD, PhD and Lorraine Lougee, October 22, 2008 from 7 — 9 p.m. www.respitecoalition.orgor call
LCSW-C of the National Institute of - “What Will Happen To My Child (240) 453-9585.

Mental Health, Pediatric and Devel- When I'm Gone?"Wednesday,

opmental Neuropsychiatry Branch. October 29, 2008 from 7 — 9 p.m. On Tuesday, October 28from 8:30

Dr. Spence is a child neurologist with - “Exploring Guardianship Issues” a.m. to 2:00 p.m., the AACPS Office
a PhD in neuropsychology and train- Wednesday, November 19, 2008 of School and Family Partnerships is
ing in behavioral neurogenetics. Pre-  from 7 — 9 p.m. hosting a Parent Involvement Confer-
viously Medical Director of the ence entitled “Unlocking the Treasure
UCLA Autism Evaluation Clinic, she Registration is required. For more  of Student Achievement” at Abundant
joined NIMH in 2006 where her cur- information or to register, please call Life Church on 7305 E. Furnace

rent studies include the intensive in- 410-887-5443. Branch Road in Glen Burnie. For
vestigation of autism subtypes and more information or to register for
several novel treatment trials. At On Saturday October 25,from 1:00 this conference, please call 410-222-

NIMH since 1995, Ms. Lougee isa — 4:00 pm, the Anne Arundel County 5309 or email Dale Gross at
research social worker who works on Commission on Disability Issues will dgross@aacps.arg

the Autism and Obsessive- host a Disability Awareness Day at

Compulsive Disorder studies. She  the Westfield Annapolis mall On Monday, November 3 and Tues-
will discuss medication research pres{entrance off Bestgate Road, next to day, November 4 Parents Of Autis-
ently underway at NIMH that targets McCormick and Schmicks). This tic Children of Northern Virginia
repetitive behaviors associated with event will include exhibits and infor- (POAC-NoVA) is sponsoring a work-
autism spectrum disorders. For more mation about transportation, employ- shop by Tom Caffery, BCBA at the

information and to register, go to ment, housing, recreation, and acces#\nnandale Campus of the Northern
http://www.ivymount.org/ to services. For further information, Virginia Community College on
asp2008lecture.htmor call 301-469- please call 410-222-4383. “Managing Problem Behaviors in
0223. School and Home Settings.” This

On Monday October 27from 8:00 workshop is designed to teach the
On Thursday October 23,from 9:00 am — 4:00 pm, the Maryland Respite following:

am to 11:00 am, The Parents’ Place oEare Coalition will host the iMan- . Conduct functional assessments in
Maryland and the Arundel School nual Respite Awareness Day confer- school and home settings

will present “ADHD in School and ence at the Maritime Institute Confer- - Identify behavior by its function
Beyond” at the Arundel School Li- ence Center, 692 Maritime Boulevard - Determine the behavior reduction
brary on 2400 Round Road in Balti- in Linthicum. The conference theme methods appropriate for the most
more. Facilitated by Rochelle Howell, is “Respite: Center Stage” which fo- common functions

Parent Educator, this workshop is freeeuses on the meaning and significance - Develop behavior plans that ad-

of charge but registration is required. of affordable and available timely dress the controlling variables for

For more information or to register, respite services. The conference will (Continued on page 8)
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(Continued from page 7) descriptions and online registration,
each function of behavior visit www.aacc.edu/parentingy call
- Implement the appropriate proto- 410-777-2325.
col for reducing problem behavior
across several functions.
For further information, please go to
http://www.poac-nova.org

The Anne Arundel County Least
Restrictive Environment Access
Group, in partnership with the
Anne Arundel County Public
School System and the Maryland
Coalition for Inclusive Education,

On Wednesday, November $rom
7:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m., Future Hori-

zons and The Autism Chapter Eastermwill present a free workshop series for

Shore (ACES) will present “Making parents and professionals. Collec-
Friends and Managing Feelings” with tively called “Journey to Inclusion,”
Dr. Tony Attwood at the Wicomic the schedule is as follows:

Civic Center in Salisbury. For tickets,
contact Crystal Holman, Executive
Director, Autism Chapter Eastern
Shore, 443-614-0344yys-
tal@autismsalisbury.orgr Future
Horizons at 800-489-0727 or
www.FHautism.comFor further in-
formation, see
www.autismsalisbury.orgr http://
health.groups.yahoo.com/group/
AutismSalisbury.

On Thursday, November 6from

6:30 - 8:30 pm, the School Social
Workers of Anne Arundel County
will host a free presentation about

- November 6, from 6:30 — 8:30 pm

and special needs” at the Hilton

McLean in Tyson’s Corner, Virginia.

Presentations on the following topics

will be featured:

- New research on social and emo-
tional gains and changes in brain-
ing functioning in children with
ASD

- New insights into identifying and
treating medical conditions asso-
ciated with ASD

- Bioethical approach to overcom-
ing problems with behavior and
aggression in the education of
children with ASD

at the Carver Center, 2671 CarverFor further information or to obtain

Road, Gambirills: “Inclusion and
the law”, presented by Selene Al-
mazan, Esq.

pm at the Carver Center: “Writing
IEPSs”, presented by Barb Gruber,
Ph.D., and AACPS staff.

- February 11, 2009, from 6:30 —

8:30 pm at the Carver Center:
“Modifications and Accommoda-
tions”, presented by Carol Quirk,
Ed.D., and AACPS staff.

- March 26, 2009, from 6:30 — 8:30

pm at the Carver Center: “AT/IT

stress management at the North
County Library, 1010 Eastway in
Glen Burnie. For further information
or to RSVP, please call 443-770-
5120.

hands-on expo”
- April 2009 (date and location to

in Learning”, presented by Ricki
Sabia
For further information about the
LRE Access Group, go to
www.aacountylreaccessgroup.com

The Parenting Center at Anne
Arundel Community College will

registration materials, contact ICDL
atwww.icdl.comat 301-656-2667.

- January 8, 2009, from 6:30 — 8:300n Monday, November 10 and

Tuesday, November 110pening
Doors for Youth will hold a confer-
ence entitled “Opening Doors: A
State of the Science Conference” at
the Hyatt Regency in Bethesda,
Maryland. The conference is for prac-
titioners and researchers in rehabilita-
tion, education and public policy;
community-based organizations; and
families and youth. The conference
will examine the state of the science
related to early screening, community

be announced): “Universal Designinclusion and transition for children

and youth from underserved popula-
tions, including new immigrant com-
munities. For more information or to
register, go tanttp://
www.openingdoorsforyouth.org/sos

present a series of workshops at Annd o register for any of the workshops, or contact Berenise Reyes-Albino at

Arundel Community College. The
schedule is as follows:

“Helping Disorganized Kids Succeed
in School” (Thursdays, November 6 On Thursday, November 6 — Sun-
and 13 from 7:00 — 9:00 p.m.) day, November 9the Interdiscipli-
“The Explosive Child” (Saturday,
November 15, from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 Learning Disorders (ICDL) will hold
p.m.) a conference titled “Redefining the
potential for emotional and social
functioning in children with autism

or mcie@mcie.org

For a complete listing of workshop

please contact MCIE at 410-859-540Merenise.albino@umb.edw 617-287

-4314.

On Friday, November 14, and Sat-
urday, November 15.from 9:00 a.m.

nary Council on Developmental and - 4:30 p.m., the Howard County Au-

tism Society will sponsor a workshop

entitled “Wrightslaw Special Educa-

tion Law and Advocacy Boot Camp”
(Continued on page 9)
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| ( skilled in writing and implementing  on helping students and families suc-
N _ IEPs and 504 plans. She has experi- cessfully understand and benefit from
Claudine Knopf, an experienced Spe- g -q ith students with Specific Special Education. For more informa-

cial Education teacher and skilled cony oarning pisabilities, Speech and  tion or to schedule an appointment,
sultant and advocate for students with; 5n4,,3ge Impairments, Severe Cogniplease contact Claudine Knopf at 703-
special needs and their families, is e Disabilities, Autism, Asperger's  606-0615 oclaudi-

available to provide assistance 0 gynqrome, Health Impairments, Emo-neknopf@gmail.com

families in Anne Arundel County. tional Disabilities, Behavioral Disor- + Ty
She holds a Bachelors Degree in PSy<jerq Hearing Impairments, and Visual 0

chology and a Masters Degree in Spelmpairments. She holds a comprehen-MeIissa Ward, Board Certified Music
cial Education from the University of ;o understanding of legal rights re- Therapist, is working on starting a fun
San Diego. She also holds teaching garding Special Education. Claudine social skills group for teenage girls
credentials in the areas of Severe Disig trained and experienced in Positive (ages 17-19) to meet weekly either on
abilities, Learning Disabilities and ehavior Support and Functional Be- a Monday or Tuesday evening for a 45
General Education. She taught Speciaﬁa\/ior Assessment. She is also traineflinute session. If you are interested in
Education for over 10 years in Cali- 5 experienced in educational assesgis program, please contact her at
fornia, working as a Resource Specialz,ants and data interpretation. Her musicther-

ist, Emotional/Behavior Disorder Spe'experience ranges from K through apy@augmentingability.cowr 410-
cialist, Critical Skills Specialist, and High School. Upon moving to the Easfto2-8115.
General Education teacher. She is a5t Claudine has focused her skills

* ot

(Continued from page 8) a.m. — 4:00 p.m., Individual Differ-  County, and the PGTAG-Gifted Chil-
at the Ten Oaks Ballroom on 5000 ences in Learning of Howard County dren with Special Learning Needs
Signal Bell Lane in Clarksville. Top- is sponsoring a conference on “What Committee of Prince Georges County.

ics to be covered include: Works & Why: Unmasking Student Teachers, administrators, clinicians,
- Special Education Laws Strengths through Innovative Learn- artists, scientists, parents, and anyone
- SMART IEPs ing Experiences” at the Gathering  interested in making a difference in
- No Child Left Behind Place on 6120 Daylong Lane in student success are welcome to at-
- Advocacy Strategies Clarksville. This two-day conference tend. For registration materials and
For further information or to register, with national, regional and local details, visithttp://
please go tovww.howard-autism.org speakers, student panels, and net- whatworksandwhy.eventbrite.coon
or call 410-290-3466. working opportunities, is supported www.gifteddifferentlearners.or@r

by the GT/LD Network of Montgom- contact Cindy Heslin athes-
On Thursday, November 20, and ery County, the Twice Exceptional lin@aacps.org
Friday, November 21 ,from 8:00 Advisory Council of Anne Arundel

Autism -
SOUrces

?
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On Saturday, October 18from 12:00
—4:00 p.m., The Arc of the Central /
Chesapeake will hold their annuzll .
Festival at the Arc office on 102"8 Monthly events for individuals with ASD
Avenue in Glen Burnie. This event and their families:
will include games, food, pumpkin Dinner at the Rockfish: On the third
decorating, crafts, scarecrow making, | Tuesday of the month, from 5:00 — 10:00 p.m.,
music, face painting, prizes, raffles, the Rockfish restaurant on Sixth Street in Annapwiil
and health and wellness activities. For| hold a special evening for families living with antism spectrum disor-
further information, please contact der. Special gluten- and/or casein-free menu itr@svailable, back-
The Arc at (443) 557-0189 oittp:// ground music is turned down, and a quiet room #slalble. Reservations
www.thearcccr.org are encouraged. Call (410) 267-1800. A portiorhefgroceeds is donated
to Pathfinders for Autism.
On Saturday, October 25 from 7:00 - 2008 dates: Tuesdays, October 14, November 18Dandmber 16.
— 11:00 p.m., Pathfinders for Autism Play time at Bounce Around:On the third Wednesday of every month,
will host ‘An Evening of Celebrity Bounce Around on Airport Park Road in Glen Burnié lold four ses-

Fashion and Fun’at the Geppi Enter- | sions at 1:00 p.m., 2:00 p.m., 5:30 p.m., and §:8@ for children with
tainment Museum on 301 W. Camden| autism spectrum disorders and their siblings. Agugom is available.
Street in Baltimore Reservations are required. Call (410) 768-8288.

See Baltimore’s coolest celebrity cou- . 2008 dates: Wednesdays, October 15, November gif)acember 17.
ples model the hottest in today’s fash-| Book club: On the third Thursday of the month, from 6:30 -080m.,

ion, dine on a delectable menu, and Book Friends will hold their meeting at the publilrary on McKinsey
peruse a sleek silent auction. For fur- | Road in Severna Park. Participants with and witldsdbilities age 18 or

ther information, please go katp:/ older are welcome. For further information or teee a seat, contact
www.pathfindersforautism.orgr Chrystal Irving at (443) 867-7032 or Rebecca Raggi@t10) 923-5751.
www.acteva.com/go/pathfindecs . 2008 dates: Thursdays, October 30, November 20Dagember 18.

call 410-769-8221.

Inclusive Schools Weeksponsored  has celebrated the progress that sure that their schools continue to im-
by the Inclusive Schools Network schools have made in providing a supprove their ability to successfully edu-
(ISN) and Education Development  portive and quality education to an  cate all children. The 2008 Celebra-
Center, Inc., will be held December 1-increasingly diverse student popula- tion Kit, including celebration ideas,
5. This year’s theme, “Together We tion, including students who are mar- lesson plans, sample support docu-
Learn Better: Inclusive Schools Bene-ginalized due to disability, gender, = ments and a variety of resources is
fit All Children”, provides an opportu- socio-economic status, cultural heri- available at

nity to focus on the advantages of in- tage, language preference, and other www.inclusiveschools.ordHighlights
clusive schools in providing a quality factors. The Week also provides an include a report, resources, and events
education and better educational out- important opportunity for educators, focusing on the benefits of inclusive
comes for all students. Since its incepstudents, and parents to discuss whateducation for all children.

tion in 2001, Inclusive Schools Week else needs to be done in order to en-

. S/

$ Looking for something from a previous newslettec?o$ to the bottom of our home
page and use our Google site search tool to find it
- $ Find our meetings with Mapquest or consult ourranitalendar for autism-related events .
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Special Olympics Young Athletes equipment, music, and movement are

Program is holding practices on al- used to introduce young special need®n Saturday October 11,Special
ternate Wednesdays, beginning Octo-children to group motor games. The Ice Hockey Washington will hold
ber 1 from 4:30 to 5:30 pm at the young athletes wear comfortable their first practice at the Gardens Ice
Ruth Eason School. The program is clothing and sneakers. There are no House in Laurel. The program is open
for children with special needs, ages 3ees for the program. Additional in-  to all with a disability who are inter-
- 5. Parent participation is mandatory.formation and applications are avail- ested in hockey. The ages of team
The program provides motor skills  able at our practices. Please contact members range from 6 years to 36
activities that encourage young chil- Janis Jank glank@aacps.oror Eva  years. For more information, please
dren to participate in-group athletic  Tucholski atetucholski@aacps.org  go towww.specialhockey.org
exercises. A variety of materials and for further information.

| ]
Kimberly Schreck, Ph.D. is con- ments: identify how neural information proc-
ducting a research study titled - two-hour therapeutic parent train- essing differs in autism spectrum dis-
“Autism Research Study: Treat- ing sessions, once every week fororders. They are seeking adults (age
ment Choices” She is asking parents  six months, at your home 18-60) who have been diagnosed with

of children with an Autism Spectrum - parent enrichment sessions for 12an autism spectrum disorder, or adults
Disorders to help her piece together two-hour sessions, once a week who have a relative with an autism

the treatment options, referrals, and for four months spectrum disorder and who them-
beliefs for children with autism by - playgroup sessions for 1-2 hours selves have traits or characteristics of
completing a 15-minute online ques- twice a week for six months an autism spectrum disorder. Partici-
tionnaire. For more information and The study will also involve play- pants must have normal or corrected-

to access the questionnaire, goto  based developmental assessments. to-normal vision (glasses/contacts).
http://citl.hbg.psu.edu/pator contact For further information, or if you are People with medical implants (such as

Kimberly Schreck, Ph.D. at interested in joining the study, contacta pacemaker, or even orthodontic
Penn State, Harrisburg, (717) 948- REACH at 877-850-3372 or braces) cannot participate. The study
6048. REACH@kennedykrieger.org will consist of two sessions, the first
for paperwork and diagnostics, which
Dr. Rebecca Landawith theKen- TheRiesenhuber Laboratoryin the  may take place at the Rockville Out-
nedy Krieger Institute’s Center for ~ Department of Neuroscience at patient Center for Children’s National
Autism and Related Disordersis Georgetown University Medical Medical Center, and the second for
seeking 11-24 month-old toddlers  Center, in cooperation with Chil- behavioral and fMRI measurements

with language and social delays or  dren’s National Medical Center and on the campus of Georgetown Uni-
who are showing early signs of an its Center for Autism Spectrum Dis- versity in Washington, DC. Partici-
autism spectrum disorder to partici- orders, is conducting a behavioral anghants will be paid $20/hr for behav-
pate in a research study that examineBVIRI study investigating face recog- ioral and $40/hr for fMRI testing.

the impact of intervention strategies nition and perceptual learning in au- Free parking and reimbursement for
on toddlers at risk for an autism spec-tism spectrum disorders. They are  travel expenses will be provided. For
trum disorder. The study will involve seeking participants for thisdult more information, contact them via
a telephone screening interview, eligi-Autism/Asperger Study to help them email atvisionlab@georgetown.edu
bility testing (play-based develop-  develop a computational model of  or via phone at (202) 687-7837, or
mental assessments), and enrollmentobject recognition and learning in the consult their website étttp://

in one or more of the following treat- brain. The goal of this research is to maxlab.neuro.georgetown.edu
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" - Contact: Danielle Wright at (301) www.poacofcentralmd.org

_ , 392-3554 ext. 210. Southern Anne Arundel County au-
Autism Spectrum Disorder support  gajtimore Chesapeake Chapter of thetism support group
group of S_outhern Maryland Autism Society support group - Contact: Tammy LeBow at (410)
- Web sitewww.orgsites.com/md/ e sitewww.bcc-asa.org 336-6104.
asd supportgroupofsomd . Contact: (410) 655-7933. Sensory Processing Disorder parent
' Cont_act: Ter at (3.01) 862-7235 calvert County special needs supportsupport group
or griestbeary@verizon.ner group . Contact: OT Ventures at (443)
Jennifer at (301) 997-0794 or . Web sitewww.co.cal.md.us/ 812-6396 opt_ventures
johnjenb@md.metrocast.net residents/parks/therapeutic @hotmail.com
Arc of Baltimore support group for . Contact: Call Therapeutic Support group for parents of students
parents and caregivers of children Recreation office at (410) 535-  with disabilities
with developmental disabilities 1600 ext. 2542. . Contact: Bob Brown at (443) 881-
- Contact: Katrina Clemons at (410)gree-Mealers, a support group for 2034 or
296-2272 ext. 5353 or those following a gluten-free/casein-  rbrown@hannahmore.arg
clemons@arcofbaltimore.arg free diet or wanting to learn more | o
Adult Autism Resource Group about it. !
- Contact: Linda Pearl at (410) 769-  \yep site:http:/ Lend4Health facilitates community-

9500. health.groups.yahoo.com/group/ based, interest-free “micro-loans” as a
Autism-Asperger Association of creative funding option for individu-
Calvert County support group als seeking optimal health. Currently,

- Contact: (410) 326-5050 or Lend4Health is facilitating loans for

AAACC@asdcalvert.org the biomedical treatment of children
Autistic Self Advocacy Network - and adults with autism spectrum dis-
Baltimore chapter orders. For further information, please

Free-Mealers
- Contact: Anna at
annaletaw@comcast.net
Holistic Moms Network
- Web sitewww.holisticmoms.org
- Contact: Cassandra Alls @bsun-

- Web site:http:// shine@mac.coror (443) 995- go tohttp://lend4health.blogspot.com
aspergers.meetup.com/256/ 2622 rkk
calendar/7207156r ' TACA has a newramily Scholar-

Howard County Asperger’s support
www.autisticadvocacy.org group Y ASPerg PP ship Grants program that was de-

- Contact: Ari Ne’eman at (732) Contact: Elaine McAuliffe at veloped to help families who are pur-
763-5530 or (410) 730-0068. suing treatment for their children with
info@autisticadvocacy.org autism, but are struggling to find the

Anne Arundel County Asperger funding. For further information
Syndrome support group . Web site www.howard- about the grants, including the eligi-
- Web site:www.aacaps.org autism.or—g bility criteria, please go tbttp://
- Contact: Sue Hayward at (410) . Contact: (410) 290-3466. www.talkaboutcuringautism.org/fic/

- Howard County Autism Society
support group

544-6661 . _ Parent support group for children WithfamiIv—scholarsELe—qrants.htm
Asperger Syndrome and autism SpeCyjisapilities and developmental disor- _ _ _
trum disorders support group ders Heroes With Handicaps, Inc.is a

- Web site:http:// . Contact: Frankly Communicating nonprofit organization founded for

aspergers.meetup.com/243 Speech Language Therapy at the purpose of providing financial
The Army Exceptional Family Mem- (410) 871-2990. assistance for children with autism
ber Program’s monthly support group p4rents of Autistic Children (POAC) whose parents are serving or have
meetings at Ft. Meade of Central Maryland offers training, retired from military service. Cur-

. Contact: Caraline Someck or support, and advocacy resource for rently, there is financial assistance
Valerie Stanislaus at (301) 677- 5 nilies regarding Applied Behavior available for applicants. Applications
5590 orefmp.fggm@gmail.com Analysis (ABA) programs for chil- are available at

Abilities Network epilepsy support 4o "\with autism. www.heroeswithhandicaps.org

rou o
group - Web site: (Continued on page 13)
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(Continued from page 12)
|

Pamela Compart and Dana Laake,
authors of “The Kid-Friendly ADHD
and Autism Cookbook”, a guide to
the gluten-free, casein-free diet, have
three articles that can be downloaded
for free (click the links below):

- “School Lunches for Kids With
ASD: Delicious, Healthy & Possi-
ble”

- “5 Back to School Lunch Ideas”

- "One Person’s Yummy Food Is
Another Person’s Yucky Food”

The book features two parts: “Get
Ready! Get Set!” explains how you
can accomplish these types of diets
and why they work, and “Go™ in-
cludes a wide variety of kid-friendly

recipes that are all gluten- and casein:

free, including simple recipes for
dressings, condiments, and sauces.
You'll also find recipes that are soy-,
corn-, and egg-free for the child with
multiple food sensitivities.

*k%k
Fairfax County (Virginia) Public
Schools, in collaboration with the
American Celiac Disease Alliance
(ACDA), has developed gluten-free
lunch menu. For further information
about the menu, please go to
www.americanceliac.org/

AutismCares s a consortium of
leading autism organizations wh
have united to support individual
with autism and their families
during natural disasters and othe
crises. The consortium is com-
prised of Autism Speaks, the
Daniel Jordan Fiddle Foundation
the Doug Flutie Jr. Foundation,
The Help Group, TACA, Talk
Autism, Unlocking Autism,
SafeMinds, and SARRC. Au-
tismCares provides Family Sup-
port Awards of up to $1,500 to
help families coping with autism
who have experienced a natural
disaster; a death, critical illness
injury of an immediate family
member; a loss of home; or a los
of job. The funds may be used tq
pay for housing, utilities, insur-
ance premiums, prescriptions,
day care, automobile repairs, fu-
neral expenses, or other approvs
items. To learn more about the
consortium and the grant pro-
gram, visitwww.autismcares.org

n O

er

DI
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vide an easy-to-use and affordable

sitting quietly, taking turns, showing
interest in others, and playground be-
havior. Designed as a teaching tool
for children and teenagers with Au-
tism and Asperger Syndrome, Model
Me Kids videos are used by parents,
teachers, and therapists. The Time for
School Teaching Manual contains
lesson plans for each of the DVD
chapters as well as At-Home activities
to help support generalization. The
Student Workbook has worksheets
and activities to reinforce the lessons
from the DVD. Teachers may use the
materials as the foundation for build-
ing a social skills curriculum. Parents
can use the materials to help structure
home-based social skills instruction.
For more information about social
skills training resources from Model
Me Kids, visit their website at
www.modelmekids.com

*k%
An animation studio in the United
Kingdom has releasedcammercial
cartoon series and computer game
designed for young children on the
autism spectrum The Space Place,
made by Catalyst Video Ltd, features
12 computer-animated stories focus-
ing on the link between emotions and
facial expression. Eight characters, all
lunar vehicles, come to life after their
space museum closes its doors for the

studentscd.htprand click on GF tool that makes video modeling prac- night. The animation series is narrated
School Menu. tical for school and home. For further by Rob Rackstraw, the voice behind

| information, or to view a short video Bob the Builder's Spud. The DVD’s
about the Activity Trainer, go to Fun ‘n’ Games menu allows children
www.dttrainer.com/atpromovidedn  to play four interactive games. A CD-
addition, a free 30-day trial is avail- ROM game is included with the

able atwww.dttrainer.com DVD, allowing kids to play Spot the
kkk Face, a game for recognizing emo-

Model Me Kids has released a tions. The set also includes a pack of
Teaching Manual and Student Work- color-coded playing cards, each illus-
soook for use with ityideo modeling  trated with a character and emotion.
DVD “Time for School.” The Time Instructions are included so that par-
for School DVD demonstrates social ents can use the cards for a number of
skills by modeling peer behavior sucheducational games. For further infor-
as listening to the teacher, sharing,

Karl Smith, creator of the DT Trainer,
has created the first specially-
designed player for video modeling,
called theActivity Trainer . The Ac-
tivity Trainer allows users to create
their own activities, and a Skills Li-
brary is being developed that include
skills in the categories of academic,
daily living, communicating non-
verbal initiation, recreation, social
skills, and speech. The goal is to pro-

(Continued on page 14)
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(Continued from page 13) enzi@pathfindersforautism.arg
mation, please go to . rxx
www.spaceplace.tv Easter Seals and the Autism Society
"o I + 0) of America have partnered together
o . Our chapter to prepare atate-of-the-state report
A new tool kit on Universal Design lending library of autism legislationin the 50 states,
for Learning (UDL) is available at continues to grow, the District of Columbia, and Puerto
http:/(www.osemdeasthat_vvork.or_g/ and is sporting some Rico. The profiles highlight the num-
UDL/index.asp The topl kit explams new titles. The library is ber of children with autism who have
how UDL can be applied to teaching housed in the Partners for received the state’s special education
an_d assessing students. Ina clas_sroom Success office at Oakwood services, state-mandated insurance
using a universally designed curricu- | glementary (portable B) in coverage for autism if available,
lum one might find books on tape, Glen Burnie. To access materi{  Medicaid services specific for indi-
Interactive softwa_re, magnifiers or als, you can visit in person, cal viduals with autism, educational pro-
highlighted matfi'f‘ls' (410) 222-3805, or e-mailart- grams provided to students with au-
_ , nersforsuccess@aacps.oMp- tism or training that focused on au-
A guide abounousing and mort- terials can be delivered to your|  tism, special education criteria, other
gages for people with disabilitiess child’s school and sent home state-led resources, and sponsors of
available at N via ‘backpack mail.’ Visit autism legislation. The reports are
www.mortgageloan.com/disabilities | . /jaaccasa.org/library.htm available atvww.autism-society.org/
.It includes mforrr_]atlon_about the five for details, and to view our list research advo_ statdhe State of
Important sSteps in l_:)uylng a home and of materials. Maryland report is available attp://
about financial assistance programs WWW.autism-society.ora/site/
that are available for individuals with DocServer/

disabilities who want to buy a home.

*k*k

Autism Speakshas launched an
online School Community Tool Kit

“Dining out with autism awareness  Autism_Maryland_v2.pdf?

night tool kit” available on their web doclD=9572

site. It is a step-by-step guide to en- rxk

_ o courage restaurants to welcome fami-A new publication from th&lEATH
designed to help school administra- jieg of individuals with autism and ~ Resource Centerentitled“Guidance
tors talk with their staff about Now her families. The kit includes advice and Career Counselors’ tool Kit:
students with autism can best be sups, 4nnroaching restaurants; promot- Advising high school students with
ported and included in the school 4 the event; tips for serving indi-  disabilities on post-secondary op-
community — and recognized as im- ;4,515 with autism; ideas for gluten- tions” contains answers to most fre-
portant contributors — for the better- 54 casein-free menu items; and sug-quently asked questions about post-
ment of all. The kit provides informa- gaqtions such as reduced backgroundsecondary opportunities for students
tion about inclusion of students with , qic (10 accommodate sensory inte-with disabilities. Students and their
autism in the school community, gration issues), and a quiet area in  families are encouraged to use the
strategies for intervention and infor- - caqe that is needed. Pathfinders for tool kit to help guide their transition
mation targeted to specific members , ism also offers free training (and planning for college and career. It is
of the school community, including iy visit Maryland restaurants in ad- available atittp:/

:gr?z)lgllsrﬂj?tsoer:’ éii?:;;sﬁsbussegﬂxgs’ vance) to ensure a staff comfort level www.heath.gwu.edu/files/active/1/
and office staff. To download the free m&gallfh%\r/lzlgg:grghtism.org / Tool Kit.pdf >k

tool kit, go to upload/packet-for-Pathfinders.pdf ~ The“Special needs planning guide:
htp://www.autismspeaks.ora/docs/fa  gor more information or to schedule  How to prepare for every stage of
mily_services_docs/sk/School_ComMyaining, please contact Rebecca Ri- your child’s life” is written by au-
unity Tool Kit.pdf enzi, Director of Outreach and Com- thors who have family members with

*k%
_ _ munity Partnerships at (410) 769-  special needs (John Nadworny and
Pathfinders for Autism has a 8221 or e-maitri- (Continued on page 15)
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(Continued from page 14) opmental needs of the child. www.asdboards.org
Cynthia Haddadis). It includes a CD- & rrx
ROM that contains a helpful financial Blessings Unleashed Assistance

planning timeline and a printable Let- 1 &/k About Curing Autism (TACA)  pogsis a non-profit organization that
ter of Intent that lets parents commu- Provides information, resources, and ,q\ides personal assistance dogs to
nicate key information, concerns, andSUPPOrt to families affected by au-  cpiigren with autism and other special
desires to future caretakers. The booKISM- For families who have justre-  oa4s The mission of Blessings

is available through Brookes Publish- C€1ved a diagnosis, TACA@ims 10 jpeashed is to carefully breed and
ing. For further information, please goSP€€d up the cycle time from the au- gq 60t puppies for potential assistance
to www.brookespublishing.com/store/ iSM diagnosis to effective treatments.yoqq properly train them for their

books/nadworny-68028/index.htm  ViSit www.tacanow.ordor more in- ¢yre individualized roles, and pro-

ok formation. o vide the recipient with the appropriate
ThelDEA Partnership of the Na- , ) education and training to utilize and
tional Association of State Directors | "€ nNéwly foundedmerican Medi- 56 for their assistance dog. If you

of Special Education has developed C&! Autism Board (AMAB) is a are interested in being a recipient of
the Results for Kids: Resources li-  oard/diplomate certification program e of these assistance dogs, contact
brary . Materials in this library focus OF medical doctors specializing in  gjessings Unleashed Foundation, Ex-
on models, curricula, practices, pol- Piomedical treatment of autism and ¢ sive Director: Dana Emmitt-Hall,
icy, research, tools, and resources det€lated disorders The mission of 2820 Bon Ayr Road, Park City KY
signed to improve outcomes for all AMAB is to contribute to understand- 45160 agana@scrtc.coror 270-
struggling learners, as generated by N9 the etiology, diagnosis, and treat- g7g. 5908 They can help provide
general education, special education, MeNt of autism spectrum disorders,  ¢,ning resources, grants, fundraising
and related disciplines. For further ~ With the goal of improving the lives  jqeas “and financing options to help
information, please go tuttp:/ of affected individuals and their loved yeter the expense of the assistance
www.ideapartnership.org/rkr.cfim ones. Medical doctors vv_ho become dog.

Sk certified by the AMAB will demon- *kk
Health care transition is the process oft/te that they specialize in biomedi-\,Aap services for Autism and
helping youth with special health ~ Cal treatment of autism spectrum dis- Agperger Spectrumis a nonprofit
needs to be more in charge of their Orders; will have metthe Board's , anization dedicated to providing
own care. Thénstitute for Child high levels of criteria for training and jtormation and advice to families of
Health Policy (ICHP) at the Univer- €xPerience; and will have passed its gy anced individuals with Autism,
sity of Florida has developed several [190rous certification examination.  agperger's Syndrome, and Pervasive
health care transition resources The biomedical concept means that ey ejopmental Disorder (PDD).
including workbooks, training materi- @utism and the autism spectrum disory o gh its quarterly newsletter, The
als, pamphlets, and videos. These m4l€rs are not primarily psychiatric or - \;aap the organization provides the
terials are available at no cost at ehavioral disorders; rather they are o501ty for parents and profes-
http://hctransitions.ichp.ufl.edu medical diseases with a biologic basig;jgna)s to network with others in

ok to their cause and to their ongoing  gjmilar circumstances and to learn
Free reproducible language and manifestations (such as pain, gastroinsp, g\t more advanced individuals
early literacy activities are available t€Stinal problems, and immune dys- yithin the autism spectrum. For fur-
at http:/mww.walearning.coniThe ~ function). Through its credentialing — q jnformation, go taittp://
materials are designed to encourage Process, AMAB offers both the public,,\\y asperger.org/
parents to interact with their children @nd Private sectors an avenue for — \yha( |s Maap.asp
while they are “on the go” to facilitate dentifying well-qualified profession- ok
language, early literacy, and positive als tralned and experienced in the bioya National Youth Leadership
parent-child interactions. The materi- Medical assessment and treatment of\janyork (NYLN) is a youth-driven,
als include 14 activities and accompa@UtiSm spectrum disorders. For furtheg, ;i jed organization, made up of
nying hints about how to modify the Information, please contagtforma- v ng leaders with disabilities from
activities to meet the specific devel- 1on@asdboards.coor go to (Continued on page 16)
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(Continued from page 15)
throughout the United States and its
territories. NYLN promotes youth

treatment/intervention and recovery,

including videos (youTube, short

films, etc.), on-line video news clips,

fact sheet, statistics, readings, and
other information aimed at raising
awareness and supporting more inclu-

leadership and education, and teacheand on-line (written) news stories andsive and family-friendly workplaces
young people how to advocate. Their blog articles published on the Web.

goal is to make sure that young peo-
ple with disabilities know how to set
and reach their own goals. The re-

*%k*k

A topic page titled “Parents Caring
for Children with Disabilities” has

sources they have to offer include thebeen added to the Sloan Work and

following:

- Resource Clearinghousketif://
nyln.org/Clearinghouse/
resourceclearinghouse.hjnplro-
vides materials and information
about education, employment,
healthcare, disability history/
disability culture, advocacy, pol-
icy, and international exchange

- Documents from NYLN and

KASA (http://nyln.org/

Clearinghouse/
resourceclearinghouse.hijml

NYLN and KASA (Kids As Self-
Advocates) are youth-led organi-
zations; KASA is for young peo-
ple who are 13 - 24 years old.
They worked together to create
documents on a variety of topics,
including respectful disability lan-
guage and accessibility and ac-
commodations.
For further information, go tbttp://
ww.nyln.orgor contact Betsy Valnes,
NYLN Executive Director, at (866)
480-6565 obvalnes@tie.net

*k%k

TheAutism Help Network has
started a national group organization
for fathers dealing with autism called
“F.A.C.T. —Fathers of Autism Coa-
lition Team”. For further informa-
tion, please contactwan-
son@autismhelpforyou.org

The Autism Research Institute has
launched a\utism.tv website
(www.autism.com/tywhich features
links to caregiver stories of about

Family Research Network, a web site

featuring information, teaching re-

and communities. Visit the topic page
at http://wfnetwork.bc.edu/topic.php?
id=40 or download the new fact sheet
at http://wfnetwork.bc.edu/pdfs/
Child_Disability.pdf

*%k%k

The National Park Service has devel-

sources, and policy data on workforceoped a web site to aid visitors with

issues. Working families caring for
children with significant disabilities
need the support of their employers
and workplace flexibility that allows

disabilities and special needs to find
accessible trails, programs, activities,
and other features at national park
units nationwide. It is hoped that this

them the time to deal with added de- site will assist visitors, their families,
mands and emergencies as they ariseand friends in travel planning to the

Statistics show that these families
have both lower employment rates
and higher rates of poverty. Re-
sources on the topic page include a
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NPS site of their choice. Visit the
“National Parks: Accessible to Eve-
ryone” web siteat
www.nps.gov/pub_aff/access/index.ht
m to learn about what opportunities
are available in parks for visitors with
disabilities and special needs.

*k%k
Thomas Taylor and Elyse Bruce have
created a series tkee informative
web seminars/podcastabout autism
spectrum disorders. Topics to date
have included autism, Asperger Syn-
dome and autism spectrum disorders;
web resources and forum communi-
ties; special feature interviews; par-
enting; and bullying. For further in-
formation, please go taitp://
mic.mypodcast.com

*k%k
TheMaryland Department of Dis-
abilities (MDOD) recently launched
its new website at
www.mdod.maryland.gavlhe goal
of the new site is to be a model for
accessibility, providing an efficient
and direct method to essential infor-
mation about disability resources and
services throughout the state.

(Continued on page 17)
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Magazines:

- Exceptional Parent The Family
and Professional Journal for the
Special Needs Community
(www.eparent.com

- Spectrum MagazineFor Parents
and Children with Autism & De-
velopmental Disorders
(www.spectrumpublications.com
- Autism Spectrum Quarterly
combines the readability and in-
terest of a high-level magazine
with the substance and depth of a
professional journal. Each issue
features a line of research and
commentary aimed at helping par-
ents, teachers, and clinicians to
translate this research into prac-
tice. (vww.asquarterly.coin

- The Autism Asperger’s Digest
Magazinefeatures articles and
material from sources around the
world. Each issue covers the latest
people, products, research, news,
and viewpoints emerging in the
autism field.
(www.autismdigest.cojn

- The Autism Perspectivehas a

full array of options, filled with
articles from across the country
and the world. With the goal of
enriching and enhancing the lives
of those living with autism, this
magazine is filled with inspira-
tional stories, new therapies and

ries) by individuals on the autism
spectrum; success stories submit-
ted by parents, caregivers, and
special educators; discussion
about specific problems, and in-
formation about events related to
autism and the arts. Individuals
interested in submitting contribu-
tions are asked to contact
Parasuram Ramamoorthi at
Parasuram.ramamoorthi@gmail.c
om.

- The Autism Spectrum News

(www.mhnews-autism.org/
back issues/ASN-
Fall2008.pdf#zoom=100

Newsletters
- Ellen Notbohm, author of the

book “Ten things every child with
autism wishes you knew,” has a
free monthly e-newsletter for any-
one who shares an interest in kids
with autism. For further informa-
tion, please go to
www.ellennotbohm.com/
newsletters.html

- The OARacle the e-newsletter of

the Organization for Autism Re-
search, can be foundaitp://
researchautism.org

- The Shafer Autism Reportis a

daily e-newsletter that monitors

and Spanish, dtttp://
www.toysrus.com/shop/index.jsp?
categoryld=3261680

- Bridges 4 Kids announces their

newly updated “Growing up to-
gether: A booklet about friends
with Autism.” In this booklet,
children learn about kids they may
meet who have autism and how
they can be their friend. For more
information, go tdttp:/
www.bridges4kids.org/pdf/
Growing_Up_Booklet.pdf

- A new publication entitledThe

411 on disability disclosure”
explores the role that families and
advocates play in helping youth
understand the importance of ap-
propriate disability disclosure. It
is available ahttp://www.ncwd-
youth.info/

resources_& Publications/
information_Briefs/issue21.html

Blogs
- Age of Autism covers biomedical

and environmental issues related
to autism through stories and
commentary. Readers can sub-
scribe in a feed reader or by e-
mail. Visit
www.ageofautism.com

the latest developments in the au-Books

tism field. A one-year subscrip-
tion costs $35. Visit
www.sarnet.org/

treatments, personal accounts and3ooklets and pamphlets

advocacy advice.
(www.theautismperspective.grg

- ArTRAN, theApplied Theatre
Research and Autism Network

is launching an e-journal, with
plans to release the first issue by
December 2008. The journal will
include peer-reviewed research
articles; creative arts (poetry,
painting, cartoons, and short sto-

- Toys’R’Us has released the 2008

edition of theToys’'R’'Us Toy
Guide for Differently-Abled

Kids, an easy-to-use toy selection
guide for anyone who loves and
cares for a child with special
needs. The complimentary publi-
cation is available at all
Toys’R’Us and Babies’R'Us
stores and online, in both English

- Excerpts from several of Ellen

Notbohm's books are available
online:

* Ten Things Every Child with
Autism Wishes You Knew
(from Chapter 8: Please Help
Me with Social Interactions):
http://www.ellennotbohm.com/
ten_things_excerpt.html

* Ten Things Your Student with
Autism Wishes You Knew
(Chapter 3: | Think Differ-

ently): http://
www.ellennotbohm.com/

(Continued on page 18)
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(Continued from page 17) discussion topics can be directed to more County have partnered to create
ten_things_student_excerpt.ht Jackie@drjackiemarquette.com the CCBC Harbour Horizons Pro-
ml “Remarkably Able” is broadcast gram, a two-year, five day a week

* 1001 Great Ideas for Teaching Mondays 9:00 — 10:00 pm (Pacific  college experience for students with

and Raising Children with Au- time) by KFNX News in Phoenix. mild to moderate learning differences
tism Spectrum Disorders (from Arizona listeners can tune in at AM  who want to learn to live and work
Chapter 2: The Limits of My  1100; others can listen to the live independently while earning a non-
World — Visual Strategies): broadcasts from the KFNX web site: credit completion certificate. Located
http:// www.1100KFNX.com on the Catonsville campus of the
www.ellennotbohm.com/1001 0 ( Community College of Baltimore
book_excerpt.html County, Horizons students learn to

» The Autism Trail Guide: Post- Safetytatofferstemporary tattoos  5na9e personal finances, read and
cards from the Road Less Trav-0r kids that can be printed with your \\ite tor independent living, use com-
eled (from Postcards from the Phone number, or other essential in- 1, ters for independent living, study
Homefront: | Sound Like My  formation. The temporary tattoos are jgq,es of health and wellness, study
Mother — | Hope)http:/ available in several different designs. jsq 65 of civic responsibility and other
www.ellennotbohm.com/ For further information, go tottp:// 5ntemporary issues, and work and
trail_book_excerpt.html safetytat.com live independently. For further infor-

*k*k

- D.J. Svoboda, an artist with au- mation, please contact Martha Schnei-

In a large crowd, parents and childrenya, atmschnei-

friends based on difficult situa- €N become separated. The purpose gk, Gnarbourschool.org
tions he has faced growing up Th_e K|d_CaIICard_ is to_ help t_he ko
with autism. They are brightly ~ child quickly reunite with their parent tpq g4 of thaviaryland Technol-

colored characters who help and N case an accidental separation oc- .y assistance Progran{MD TAP
support one another. They ﬁve in curs. The Kid CallCard is a two-sided ; 9y gran{ )

is to make assistive technology more
a wonderful place called Imagiv- Waterproof card that holds up 10 10 5y qijaple and affordable to Maryland-
ille where everyone is accepted  C€ll Phone numbers on one side, and gg yith disabilities. Assistive tech-
“just the way they are” and no one!S Personalized with your child's first 144y includes wheelchairs and
is ever picked on or mistreated. Name on the other. It's the size of & g yqters, specially modified vehicles,
His first book, about acceptance Credit card, and provides space for o5 ters with software that reads
for those with autism, has just WO primary cell numbers (usually oy a10ud, electronic devices to oper-
been published. For further infor- Mom and Dad), and up to 10 secon-

ate appliances remotely, low-tech aids
mation, go to dary cell numbers for grandparents, 4 pelp perform daily activities, and

www.MYIMAGIVILLE.com. aunts, uncles, family friends, etc.,  any other items. Their services in-
with whom your child attends out- ¢ de 4 demonstration and loan pro-

tism, has createthe Imagi-

[ 1] _ _ ings. For fur_ther information, please gram which allows people to try out
A newradio talk show on autism go tohttp://kidcallcard.com devices before buying them: a co-op
“Remarkably Able,” promotes quality *xk ’

of life and creating tangible outcomesMy Precious Kid provides a variety
for teens and young adults with au- of safety products for children with

which provides discounts on pur-
chases; an equipment link which pro-
vides an on-line classified ad system

tism and related disabilities. The autism spectrum disorders. For furthef, . .sed devices: and loan programs

show, hosted by Jackie Marquette  information, please go toitp://
Ph.D, features a new topic and expertvww.mypreciouskid.com/child-

which provide funding assistance
through low-interest loans. For further

gues_t each week. Listene'rs can call oautism-safety.html information, call (410) 554-9230 or
email comments or questions for Mar- % (800) 832-4827 or go tottp:/

guette and program guests during the

broadcast. General questions abou
the show, concerns or requests for

+ Harbour Way Innovative Learning }‘/vww.md(')d'.state.md.usnd ?,"Ck on
and the Community College of Balti- “CG€t Assistive Technology.
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We have availablautism awareness merchandise
including puzzle ribbon lapel pins and car magnet
autism puzzle piece bracelets and wristbands, anc
many other wonderful items. They can be purchas
at our meetings or by using the order forms at
WWW.aaccasa.org

We patrticipate in affiliate programs wikuture
Horizons andAutism Asperger Publishing Com-
pany. When you access their web sites through th
links atwww.aaccasa.or@ur chapter receives a
portion of the price of your purchases.

TheGaryworld online store\ww.café press.com/
garyworld promotes the original artwork of chapte
member Gary Schmedes Jr., including such chara
ters as Monster Chicken and his girlfriend, Mon-
strous Hen. Gary and his family are generously dc
nating a portion of the profit from the sale ofghe
items to our chapter.
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Beth Strasnick, one of our

chapter members and the pa

ent of a child with autism, has

initiated a fundraising effort to
help our chapter's awarenes
education, support, and advg
cacy efforts.

Beth has committed to donate $250 to AAC(
ASA for every referral through our group the
results in a sale, and to increase the donatior
$500 if she sells your home and helps you bu
new home.

Beth Strasnick
Century 21 Results Realty
7231 Ritchie Highway, Suite A, Glen Burnie
Cell (410) 294-7723
Office (410) 590-1395
Estrasnick@aol.com




