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Co-Presidents’ Message / Linda Carter-Ferrier and Alison Hamilton�
��
��
����������

Our April meeting was standing-room-only for our annual recognition of 
our Hometown Heroes for ASD. The evening began with a presentation by 
Frankie D’Erasmo, hometown hero and young adult with Asperger’s, and con-
cluded with a wonderful poem about our final nominee, special educator Steve 
Spence, written and read by Seth Vacek. Seth’s poem, along with a list of this 
year’s heroes, is included in this newsletter. The full nominations and are 
posted on our web site at www.aaccasa.org. Be sure to catch the pictures of 
our surprise, which was a specially designed cake shaped like the autism 
awareness ribbon prepared for us by Charm City Cakes! 

Thanks to everyone who attended the Bounce for Autism fundraising 
event. It was very successful – more than 75 people participated and we raised 
over $6,000. The three top fundraising teams were organized by the Wain-
wright, Petro, and Birkelien families. Special thanks to our friends and part-
ners at Pump it Up in Elkridge, particularly their manager Denise Smith; to 
chapter member Melissa Kangas for donating snacks and refreshments; to 
Tracy Pyland with Camden Cakes bakery (www.CamdenCakes.com) for do-
nating cupcakes; and to board members Lynne Markowitz and Cheryl Antlitz 
for their help in staffing the chapter table. We are already making plans to re-
peat this event again next year, so watch your calendar and get ready to 
bounce again! 

Thanks also to everyone who supported the recent fundraising event held 
by Bill Bateman’s restaurant in Glen Burnie. We sincerely appreciate their 
selection of the Autism Society as the beneficiary/recipient of a portion of the 
proceeds. We look forward to working with them again on fundraising events 
in our local area. 

We invite you to join us at our May chapter meeting, which will feature a 
presentation about the many outreach programs at the Kennedy Krieger Insti-
tute, led by psychologist Faye Kim. We will also hold our annual elections. 
Included in this newsletter is information about the slate of candidates. Two of 
our current board members, Nancy Snyder and Laurie Phipps, will be stepping 
down at the end of their term this month. We thank them both for their assis-
tance, guidance, and support during the past two years, and we know that al-
though they will no longer be serving on our board, they will continue to serve 
as valuable assets to our organization and to the autism community in our area.  

As a reminder, this will be our last meeting for the school year, and we will 
take our usual summer break. Be sure to mark your calendar for our summer 
beach party on Saturday, August 15, from 1:00 – 5:00 p.m. Please watch for 
details in upcoming newsletters. 

The Voice 

�������������	
�����	
������



PAGE 2 THE VOICE MAY 09 

 

����������������
���
������������
�"������
��"����

2���
�3
����4 �������
�

�����������������
5�""�6
�����

�
�����������
(���$�7����
������
�$+�
3���$��	
$�

�
���������������

5�
��8��
�
$�
8�����	
���

�""���(
��"�������
2$����(
������9�

8�
�
��	�""����
2
������	�����

3"
������:������
#
��$���$����
3	��$"����"��9�

3	����������������
8������!�"��

�
 �����������
�
��$�3������

3"
������:������
�

!���"�����#$%������%�"��& +�
�""���%���
��������������������4

"��	����$��	�������������"�
3����$�3	
������%��	���������

������$��%�������
�;��334���<�
���%�����%���
����
"����������
��"$,�!�%����������
�$����
�4
���������	��
�$��������������


�$������
�'��������'�������
�4
���������������������
����4

�����������$��	����334���,�
��334����
����������������4
����"��$�%����	�������
����%�
�$�
��%���
������	
��������"��	����

�������,�

Events: Our online calendar provides 
updated information about the many 
autism-related and disability-related 
activities and events in our local area. 
It can be accessed at http://
www.aaccasa.org/calundur.htm. 
Support: Our chapter networking/
support/resource guide, available at 
http://www.aaccasa.org/images/
NetworkingGuide11-07.pdf, consists 
of a list of chapter member volunteers 
who are available to provide informa-
tion and assistance to family mem-
bers, friends, professionals, and ser-

vice providers. If you are a paid mem-
ber and have experience with any of 
the topics and would like to provide 
information and assistance, please 
contact Alison Hamilton at (410) 451-
8015 or hamiltonal@verizon.net. 
Staying informed: Subscribe to our e-
mail action alert by sending a mes-
sage through www.aaccasa.org. It is 
an easy way to learn the latest infor-
mation about federal, state, and local 
legislative initiatives, lobbying ef-
forts, or other action items related to 
autism and disabilities. 
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,���� Monthly meetings: Our meetings are 

held on the last Tuesday evening of 
each month (August - November and 
January - May) at the Ruth Parker 
Eason School, 648 Old Mill Road, 
Millersville. Meetings begin at 7:00 
p.m. with introductions and general 
announcements, along with time for 

open discussion. A refreshment break 
is followed by a discussion led by the 
guest presenter. Ample time is al-
lowed for questions and follow-up 
discussion, as well as further opportu-
nity for group support and socializa-
tion. New members and new ideas are 
always welcome! 

��������������������������������������������������������������������� ���

New families: Our “Where to Start” 
brochure provides local resource in-
formation for families of children 
newly diagnosed with an autism spec-
trum disorder or families who are new 
to our area. It is available on our web-
site at www.aaccasa.org or by calling 
our chapter phone line at (410) 923-
8800. 
Chapter library: Our lending library 
is located at the Partners for Success 
Resource Center, Oakwood Elemen-
tary School, Portable “B”, 330 Oak 

Manor Drive, Glen Burnie. To see a 
full listing of the items available from 
our lending library, as well as related 
items available from the Partners for 
Success library, please go to 
www.aaccasa.org. To request an item, 
please contact Partners for Success at 
(410) 222-3805 or partnersforsuc-
cess@aacps.org. They will provide 
information about the various ways in 
which library materials can be ob-
tained. 
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Angela Bernholz, school psychologist,  
Old Mill High School 

· Nominated by Alexa Appel 

Autism profile classroom staff,  
Old Mill Middle School South 

· Nominated by Cindy Gallagher 

Autism primary classroom staff,  
Point Pleasant Elementary 

· Nominated by Teresa Rimel 

Autism secondary classroom staff,  
Point Pleasant Elementary 

· Nominated by Teresa Rimel 

Brenda Insalaco, speech-language pathologist 
· Nominated by Jill Zaukus 

Carolyn Fiume, co-founder, Friends of ECI 
· Nominated by Jim and Becky Pluta 

Celeste Crowder, special educator,  
Marley Elementary 

· Nominated by Donna Williman 

Christine Winstanley, special educator,  
Marley Elementary 

· Nominated by Donna Williman 

Cindy Gallagher, parent and volunteer 
· Nominated by the Board of the Anne Arundel 

County Chapter, Autism Society of America 

Connie and Ralph Rimel, grandparents 
· Nominated by Teresa Rimel 

Dawn Dixon, co-founder, Friends of ECI 
· Nominated by Jim and Becky Pluta 

Denise Shafer, special educator,  
Nantucket Elementary 

· Nominated by Ashley Denison 

Diane Velozo, teacher, Cape St. Claire Elementary 
· Nominated by Claudine Intner 

Ed Feinberg, coordinator, birth to five,  
Anne Arundel County Public Schools  

· Nominated by Carolyn Fiume 

Eugenia Guardia, co-founder, Friends of ECI 
· Nominated by Jim and Becky Pluta 

Francoise Nelson, teaching assistant 
· Nominated by Jim and Becky Pluta 

Frank Wise, parent 
· Nominated by Drew Wise 

Frankie D’Erasmo, young adult with Asperger’s 
· Nominated by Sandy D’Erasmo 

Jacqueilynnie Shade, parent and volunteer 
· Nominated by the Board of the Anne Arundel 

County Chapter, Autism Society of America 

Jennie Hannebohn, Sarah & Geoffrey Conkle, 
family members  

· Nominated by Teresa Rimel 

Jessica Lifson, ECI teacher,  
Four Seasons Elementary 

· Nominated by Carolyn Fiume 

Joanne Durell, teacher, Crofton Children’s Centre 
· Nominated by Jim and Becky Pluta 

Katie Baehl, teacher and therapist 
· Nominated by Alison Hamilton 

Kerry McAndrew, special educator,  
Marley Elementary 

· Nominated by Donna Williman 

Laura Phipps, social skills specialist and social 
worker, Anne Arundel County Public Schools 

· Nominated by Donna Williman 

Lynne Gardner, grandparent 
· Nominated by Renee Gardner 

Maggie Rapp, special educator,  
Pasadena Elementary 

· Nominated by Christine Ambrose and Jill Zaukus 

Marecus Reed and Chiquita Jones-Reed,  
friends and mentors 

· Nominated by Gary and Juliana Tanner 

Mary Tillar, Director of Special Education,  
(Continued on page 4) 
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This year’s Hometown Heroes are a varied group; all of them have been the friends, family members, teachers, mentors, 
and advocates our children greatly need. We thank them for the difference they have made. The full text of each nomina-
tion is at http://www.aaccasa.org. 
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Anne Arundel County Public Schools  
· Nominated by Susan Marshburn 

Millersville ES ‘Dream Team’:  
Jennifer Szalankiewicz, Emily Minnigerode,  
Dawn McWilliams, Amy Shifflett 

· Nominated by Alison Hamilton 

Nancy Neff and Jeannette Tansey, bus drivers 
· Nominated by Cindy Gallagher 

Rachel Dudzic, special educator,  
Manor View Elementary 

· Nominated by Cheryl Chafos 

Rita Patterson and staff,  
occupational therapists 

· Nominated by Alexa Appel 

Robyn Healey, speech pathologist,  
Marley Elementary 

· Nominated by Donna Williman 

Sarah Eichhorn, school psychologist,  
Marley Elementary 

· Nominated by Donna Williman 

Shelly Banachoski, teaching assistant,  
Cape St. Claire Elementary 

· Nominated by Claudine Intner 

Sonja Bradley, co-founder, Friends of ECI 
· Nominated by Jim and Becky Pluta 

Steve Spence, special educator,  
Old Mill High School 

· Nominated by Kim Cook and Deb Vacek 

Susan McLean, special educator,  
Marley Elementary 

· Nominated by Donna Williman 

Teresa Rimel, parent 
· Nominated by Barb Holcomb 

Teresa Rimel and Lara Hannebohn,  
family members 

· Nominated by Jennie Hannebohn, Sarah and 
Geoffrey Conkle 

Wendy Scarborough, Anne Arundel County  
Department of Recreation and Parks 

· Nominated by the Jasmine family 

(Continued from page 3) 
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A poem written for nominee Steve Spence  
by Seth Vacek 
 
Can’t you see you’ll always be a hero in 

my eyes? 
Without a mask or cape, you manage to 

inspire. 
Reaching out to those souls who won’t 

comply. 
Molding untamed lost young minds to 

aspire. 
 
Without a mask or cape, you manage to 

inspire. 
Fixing blue faces with a laugh and bright 

smile. 
Molding untamed lost young minds to 

aspire. 
Admiring all for their unique creative 

style. 
 
Fixing blue faces with a laugh and bright 

smile. 
Actions executed which make everyone 

rejoice. 
Admiring all for their unique creative 

style. 
Passionately fighting for ones without a 

voice. 
 
Take pride in ones you’ve inspired to 

conquer. 
Reaching out to those souls who won’t 

comply. 
Continue to help others reach far beyond 

the sky. 
Can’t you see you’ll always be a hero in 

my eyes? 



MAY 09 THE VOICE PAGE 5 

 

On Wednesday, May 13, from 6:00 – 
8:00 p.m. the Exceptional Family 
Member Program (EFMP) will host a 
presentation about the Johns Hopkins 
US Family Health Plan (USFHP). 
The discussion will include: what 
does the USFHP cover; who qualifies 
and what is covered under USFHP’s 
TRICARE ECHO; and how to enroll. 
The event will be held at the Commu-
nity Readiness Center, 830 Chisholm 
Avenue, Ft. Meade. For further infor-
mation or to register, please call (301) 
677-4122. 
 
On Wednesday, May 13, at 7:00 p.m. 
the Friends of Early Childhood Inter-
vention will host a presentation enti-
tled “Money Matters.” It will be led 
by Kim McKay and held at Millers-
ville Elementary, 1601 Millersville 
Road, Millersville. For further infor-
mation, please contact Carolyn Fiume 
at (410) 695-2748 or caro-
lyn.p.fiume@verizon.net; or Dawn 
Dixon at (410) 721-1748 or 
dawn1477@comcast.net. 
 
On Wednesday, May 13, at 6:30 p.m. 
the Japan Information and Culture 
Center will host a presentation enti-
tled “Daily life therapy at Boston Hi-
gashi School: A unique educational 
approach for students with autism 
spectrum disorders”. It will be held at 
the Embassy of Japan, 111 Lafayette 
Centre, 1155 21st Street NW, Wash-
ington, D.C. For further information, 
please call (202) 238-6949 or go to 
http://www.us.emb-japan.go.jp/jicc. 
 
On Saturday, May 16, from 1:00 p.m. 
– 4:00 p.m., OASIS presents 
“Behavior Management,” the first in 
the “How To Teach Life Skills Se-
ries” at the Rockville Public Library 
Meeting Room. Presented by ABA 
therapist and consultant Justine 
Chang, the workshop will provide 

guidelines on reducing inappropriate 
social behaviors and strategies to 
teach individuals with developmental 
disabilities to adapt to different envi-
ronments. The workshop is free, but 
registration is required. Contact Chi-
tra Vijayakumar at srividya-
laya@yahoo.com for more informa-
tion. 
 
On Sunday, May 17, from 2:30 – 4:30 
p.m. TACA (Talk About Curing Au-
tism) Maryland/DC will host a pres-
entation by Dr. Pamela Compart, 
DAN physician and developmental 
pediatrician, about the basics of bio-
medical treatments for autism. It will 
be held at the North County Library, 
1010 Eastway, Glen Burnie. For fur-
ther information, please go to http://
www.tacanow.org/maryland-dc. 
 
On Tuesday, May 19, from 7:00 – 
9:00 p.m. M&L Special Needs Plan-
ning will host a free workshop enti-
tled, “Navigating the financial world 
of the special needs family: Examin-
ing the unique process of providing 
and planning for the care of a special 
needs child.” It will be held at the 
Katherine Thomas School, 9975 
Medical Center Drive, Rockville. For 
further information or to register, go 
to www.specialneedsplanning.net or 
contact Maedi Tanham Carney at 
(202) 841-8362. 
 
On Tuesday, May 19, from 7:00 – 
9:00 p.m., the monthly meeting of 
POAC of Central Maryland will in-
clude a presentation by Leslie Mar-
golis of the Maryland Disabilities 
Law Center titled, “When Do You 
Need an Attorney?” It will be held at 
the Trellis School, 100 Lakefront Dr, 
Hunt Valley. The presentation is free, 
but registration is required. Contact 
Wil Gehne at  wil4vb@yahoo.com 
for more information or to register. 

 
On Wednesday, May 20, at 7:00 p.m. 
the Baltimore County Public Schools 
Office of Special Education in con-
junction with the Baltimore–
Chesapeake Chapter of the Autism 
Society of America will co-sponsor a 
free presentation entitled "Educating 
typical peers". It will be held at Ridge 
Ruxton School (cafeteria), 6916 
Charles Street, Towson. The presenta-
tion will feature a panel of teens with 
Autism Spectrum Disorders and their 
peers. When you RSVP, please in-
clude any questions that you have for 
the panel so that they can prepare re-
sponses in advance. Accompanying 
the panel will be Lauren Weingard 
M.S., C.A.G.S. Certified School Psy-
chologist. She will provide ideas for 
families and professionals to use to 
encourage typical peers to become 
positive and inclusive partners for 
those students on the autism spectrum 
and tips for teaching tolerance and 
acceptance. For more information or 
to register, please call (410) 655-7933 
or email RSVP@bcc-asa.org. 
 
On Wednesday, May 20, from 9:00 – 
10:30 p.m. The Great Plains Labora-
tory will sponsor a free webinar enti-
tled “Toxic chemicals and their rela-
tion to autism” presented by Dr. Wil-
liam Shaw, Ph.D. For further infor-
mation or to reserve a seat, please go 
to http://
www.greatplainslaboratory.com/
home/eng/webconferences.asp. 
 
On Thursday, May 21, at 7:30 p.m. 
the Anne Arundel County Down Syn-
drome Connection will host a presen-
tation by the transition team of Anne 
Arundel County Public Schools”. It 
will be held at the Anne Arundel 
Medical Center, Sajak Pavilion, Rm. 
250C, 2002 Medical Parkway, Anna-

(Continued on page 6) 
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polis. For more information, go to 
www.downsyndromeconnection.com 
or call (888) 279-2279. 
 
On Saturday, May 30, from 9:00 a.m. 
– 2:00 p.m. the Friends of Early 
Childhood Intervention will host a 
workshop entitled “Grandparenting 
young children with special needs”. It 
will be held at Anne Arundel Com-
munity College, 101 College Park-
way, Arnold, and will feature a key-
note presentation by Matthew Yeazel, 
Ph.D., LCSW-C, who will discuss the 
importance of grandparents to chil-
dren with special needs and ways to 
emotionally support both parent and 
child. The workshop will also include 
informational sessions about the ba-
sics of special education, different 
types of therapies, and specific dis-
abilities such as autism, Down Syn-
drome, Cerebral Palsy and ADD/
ADHD. For further information or to 
obtain registration materials, please 

contact Carolyn Fiume at (410) 695-
2748 or carolyn.p.fiume@verizon.net 
or Dawn Dixon at (410) 721-1748 or 
dawn1477@comcast.net. 
 
On Saturday, May 30, from 9:00 a.m. 
– 4:00 p.m. the 2nd annual Anne 
Arundel County Teen Summit will be 
held at Annapolis High School. This 
free event will include workshops for 
parents and students, and a recreation 
and resource fair. Registration is re-
quired. For further information or to 
register, please go to http://
www.aacounty.ort/TIP or call Melissa 
Thomas at (410) 222-7423. 
 
On Wednesday, June 10, at 7:00 p.m. 
the Friends of Early Childhood Inter-
vention will host a presentation enti-
tled “Transition to Kindergarten: The 
parents’ view”. For further informa-
tion, please contact Carolyn Fiume at 
(410) 695-2748 or caro-
lyn.p.fiume@verizon.net or Dawn 
Dixon at (410) 721-1748 or 

dawn1477@comcast.net. 
 
On Thursday, June 18, from 9:00 a.m. 
– 3:30 p.m. Planned Parenthood of 
Maryland and the Arc of Baltimore 
will co-sponsor a presentation entitled 
“Social/sexual development education 
for individuals with developmental 
disabilities”. It will be held at the Arc 
of Baltimore at Seton Park, 6151 
Metro Drive, Baltimore. For further 
information or to register, please go to 
http://www.plannedparenthoodmd.org 
or call (410) 576-2148. 
 
On Thursday, July 11, from 12:00 
noon – 1:00 p.m. the Maryland Coali-
tion of Families for Children’s Mental 
Health will host a web-based work-
shop for family members entitled 
“Social skills programs for academic 
success”. Pre-registration is required. 
For further information or to register, 
please contact 
callenza@mdcoalition.org or call 
(888) 607-3637. 

(Continued from page 5) 
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The following individuals are up for re
-election to their current positions; all 
other officers and board members are 
currently serving terms of office that 
run through May 2010. 


%%������
Co-President: Alison Hamilton 
Alison is the parent of three children, 
including an 8-year-old daughter on 
the autism spectrum and 5-year-old 
twins. She serves as newsletter editor 
for The Autism Project and is a jour-
nalist-turned-social worker. 
 
Vice President: Jill Zaukus 
Jill is the parent of three children, in-

cluding two sons, ages 8 and 6, on the 
autism spectrum. She has a BS degree 
in physical therapy and has worked in 
acute care hospitals, outpatient, and 
home care. She has also worked with 
children with many different disabili-
ties in the school setting. 
 

��,���"��-���!���#�����
Lynne Markowitz 
Lynne has served as the Assistant Pro-
gram Manager for the Infants and Tod-
dlers Program for many years. She co-
ordinates services for young children 
on the autism spectrum and has many 
years of experience working with this 

population. 
 
Diana Phillips 
Diana is the parent of two children, 
including a 7-year-old son on the au-
tism spectrum. She has experience or-
ganizing large volumes of documents. 
Prior to having children, Diana worked 
as a paralegal. 
 
Claudine Intner 
Claudine is the parent of three boys, 
including a 7-1/2-year-old son on the 
autism spectrum. She has worked as a 
teacher and graphic designer. Cur-
rently she is an at-home mom and art-
ist.  
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On Saturday, May 9, from 9:00 a.m. – 
1:00 p.m. a Disability Awareness Day 
will be held at North Arundel Church, 
7610 Baltimore/Annapolis Boulevard, 
Glen Burnie. For further information, 
please contact Terri Kellum at (410) 
636-0006 or Kim Gayleard at (410) 
636-6572. 
 
On Saturday, May 16, at 2:30 p.m. a 
special sensory performance of 
“Sleeping Beauty” will be held at the 
Puppet Company in Glen Echo Park. 
For further information, please go to 
http://www.thepuppetco.org. 
 
On Monday, May 18, and Wednes-
day, June 10, from 7:00 –8:15 p.m., 
the Anime Club will meet at the Crof-
ton Library on 1681 Riedel Road. 
Activities include watching movies, 
learning to draw characters, sharing 
favorite anime cards, and socializing. 
For further information, please con-

tact Kathy Grey or Jenna Davis at 
(410) 863-0360. 
 
On Thursday, May 21, and Thursday, 
June 18 from 6:30–8:00 p.m., the 
Book Friends book club will meet at 
the Severna Park Library, 45 
McKinsey Road. Participants with 
and without disabilities (age 18 or 
older) are welcome to share the 
books, articles, pictures, or other 
forms of media that they’ve read and 
participate in discussions. For further 
information, contact Rita Belgrader at 
(410) 863-0360 or rbel-
grader@servicecoordinationinc.org. 
 
On Saturday, May 23, at 10:00 a.m. 
the Autism Society of America and 
AMC Theatres will host a special 
needs movie showing of “Night at the 
Museum: Battle of the Smith-
sonian” (rated PG-13) at AMC Co-
lumbia Mall 14 (10300 Little Patux-

ent Parkway, Columbia) and AMC 
White Marsh 16 (8141 Honeygo 
Boulevard, Baltimore). You can pur-
chase tickets at the door, and the 
ticket price is $6 per person. Doors 
open at 9:30 a.m. and the movie will 
start promptly at 10:00 a.m. with no 
trailers. The volume will be kept 
down and the lights will be kept up. 
Sensory breaks are encouraged. All 
families and friends with special 
needs are welcome. For further infor-
mation, please call (410) 423-0510 
(Columbia) or (410) 933-9428 (White 
Marsh). 
 
On Sunday, May 24, at 1:30 p.m. a 
special performance of “Strega Nona” 
will be held at the Adventure Theater 
in Echo Park. For further information 
or to purchase tickets, please go to 
http://adventuretheatre.tix.com/
Event.asp?Event=148842 (code 
SPFAM)  
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The Ivymount School will expand 
its Model Asperger Program into high 
school, beginning with ninth grade in 
September 2009. This college pre-
paratory program will serve students 
who struggle in traditional environ-
ments because of neurocognitive dif-
ferences. 

Key features of the high school 
are: 

· Unique self advocacy curriculum 
promoting self knowledge and 
identification of long term goals 
and providing students with op-
portunities to explore self-selected 
areas of interest. 

· Support outside the classroom in 
the “real world,” where students 

are coached toward increasingly 
independent use of their social 
skills and problem-solving strate-
gies. The career exploration cur-
riculum is designed to motivate 
students to develop skills they will 
rely on to fulfill their ambitions.  
 
In addition, the high school will 

continue the successful approaches 
used in MAP’s younger grades: 

· Small classes with creative and 
challenging academics that meet 
the individual learning styles of 
every student. The academic cur-
riculum aims to develop critical 
thinking, problem solving, and 
teamwork abilities. 

· Fully integrated social skills cur-
riculum with emphasis on promot-
ing social problem-solving and 
developing strategies that allow 
students to flexibly navigate com-
plex social environments. 

· Positive, research-based practices 
for emotional regulation and be-
havior management. Cognitive-
behavioral approaches support 
students consistently across envi-
ronments.  
An information session will be 

held on  Tuesday, May 12, at 10:00 
a.m. For more information, contact 
Lenore Gladstone at 301.469.0223 
ext. 143.  
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The Cisco Center in Severna Park has 
added two more summer programs: 
Adventure Camp and Music Camp. 
Both programs are for children 3-6 
years old; they are for both special 
needs children and typically develop-
ing children. Adventure Camp will 
run the week of July 27 – 31 from 
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon. It will be a 
traditional summer program with na-
ture activities, outdoor motor activi-
ties, cooking, challenge games, arts 
and crafts, and snacks. The emphasis 
is on promoting socialization and 
communication skills. Music Camp 
will run the week of August 10 – 14 
from 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon. It will 
emphasize the creative arts with sing-
ing, creative movement, arts and 
crafts, painting, classroom musical 
instruments, snacks, and outdoor 
movement/games, and will also pro-
mote socialization and communica-
tion skills. For further information, 
please contact Cisco Nochera at (410) 
647-1503 or cisco@ciscocenter.org. 
 
Help Me Speak, LLC is holding a 

"Help me eat" summer group where 
children will learn to explore a variety 
of different foods (tastes and tex-
tures). Exploration includes sensory/
food play, cooking/preparation of 
simple recipes, and tasting/eating. 
Structured oral motor techniques are 
incorporated into the sessions to im-
prove each child’s skills. The pro-
gram is designed for children ages 4 
to 10 who are picky eaters (eats less 
than 20-30 foods in 3 categories). The 
prerequisites for the program are an 
oral-motor/eating evaluation con-
ducted at Help Me Speak in May or 
June and a case history/food history. 
The program will involve two 4-week 
sessions, the first begins on June 29 
and the second begins on July 27. The 
sessions are held Monday – Thursday 
from 12:30- 2:00 pm at Help Me 
Speak, 2500 Wallington Way, Suite 
103, Marriottsville. For further infor-
mation or to apply, please call Bar-
bara or Rebecca at (410) 442-9791. 
 
The Volunteer Summer Serve Leader-
ship Challenge program is a new pro-

gram for students entering grades 8 – 
10. It is supported by a grant from the 
Comcast Foundation and is managed 
by the Anne Arundel Department of 
Recreation and Parks. The program 
consists of two-week sessions in June 
and July, and is designed to provide a 
structured environment in which to 
gain volunteer leadership experience. 
Participants will be given the opportu-
nity to volunteer in a variety of differ-
ent settings, including working with 
individuals with disabilities, park 
conservation and clean up, and work-
ing with other community agencies. 
Participants need to be able to com-
municate and work well with others 
in a team-building atmosphere. In 
addition to volunteering, participants 
will attend lectures, field trips, and 
other activities which assist in teach-
ing skills in leadership and decision-
making. The deadline to apply is Sat-
urday, May 16. For further informa-
tion or to obtain application materials, 
please go to http://www.aacounty.org/
recparks or call Bryan or Nate at 
(410) 222-7313 x 3552. 

���!��"���!��"���!��"���!��" ����

The ERIC Fund is currently accept-
ing grant applications for people 
from birth to age 65 with disabilities 
living in the Washington D.C. area 
(District of Columbia, Maryland and 
Northern Virginia). The fund helps to 
provide assistive technology devices 
and equipment. Applicants must 
demonstrate financial need and indi-
cate how the assistive technology or 
equipment will improve their quality 
of life and assist them in living more 
independently in the community. Ap-

plicants must have had an evaluation 
within the last 12 months for the as-
sistive technology or equipment they 
want funded, and must identify a 
manufacturer or retailer of the tech-
nology or equipment and the esti-
mated price.  The ERIC Fund issues 
checks to the manufacturer or retailer 
and not to the individual.  The appli-
cation deadline is Saturday, June 6. 
For further information, go to 
www.ericfund.org or call (301) 654-
1547. 
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The Special Olympics Young Ath-
letes Program will hold sessions on 
Wednesday, May 13 and Wednesday, 
May 27 from 4:30 - 5:30 p.m. at the 
Ruth Eason School, 648 Old Mill 
Road, Millersville. The program is 
for children with special needs, ages 
3 -5. Parent participation is manda-
tory. The program provides motor 
skills activities that encourage young 
children to participate in group ath-
letic exercises. A variety of materials 

and equipment, music, and move-
ment are used to introduce young 
special needs children to group motor 
games.  It is also a great socialization 
time for the children and parents.  
The young athletes wear comfortable 
clothing and sneakers.  There is no 
fee for the program. For additional 
information please contact Janis Jank 
at jjank@aacps.org or Eva Tucholski 
at etucholski@aacps.org.  
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KDH Research & Communication, in 
collaboration with the Organization 
for Autism Research, is developing 
and evaluating a website for caregiv-
ers of people diagnosed with Autism 
Spectrum Disorders. If you are a par-
ent or legal guardian of a person di-
agnosed with Autism, High Function-
ing Autism, Asperger Syndrome, or 
Pervasive Developmental Disorder 
(PDD), and have not previously par-
ticipated in a research study with 
KDH Research & Communication, 
you are invited to complete an online 
survey examining the needs of ASD 

caregivers. The survey will take no 
more than 30 minutes to complete, 
and those who complete the survey 
will be entered into a random draw-
ing for one of two $250 gift cards to 
an online retailer. All information 
collected will be kept confidential. If 
you want to participate, please con-
tact Alison Daub-Sychra, research 
assistant at KDHRC, to obtain a link 
to the online survey. Ms. Daub-
Sychra can be reached by e-mail at 
research@kdhrc.com or by phone at 
(404) 968-8005. 
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The Greater Baltimore Counseling 
Centers in Glen Burnie and Odenton 
offer ‘Kids Groups’ to enhance social 
skills and self esteem for children 
ages 8-14.  Groups are designed to 
help children with a variety of skills, 
including coping with peer pressure, 

recognizing and managing stress, 
starting conversations, feeling better 
in social settings, making friends, 
reading body language, and resolving 
conflicts and avoiding fights. For 
further information, please call (410) 
760-9079 x 0.  
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Project Spectrum 
was developed by the 
SketchUp team at 
Google to help peo-
ple with autism take 

advantage of their visual and spatial 
gifts. The idea for Project Spectrum 
originated when Google began get-
ting phone calls and e-mails from 
users telling them about how much 
kids on the autism spectrum were 
enjoying Google’s free 3D modeling 
software, SketchUp. Google part-
nered with the Boulder, Colorado, 
chapter of the Autism Society of 
America, the Boulder Valley School 
District, and the Life Long Learning 
Lab at University of Colorado to pro-
vide children with software and guid-
ance that may help them to express 
an idea or even develop a life skill. 
For further information, go to 
http://www.google.com/educators/sp
ectrum.html. 

ZAC Browser is a free web applica-
tion built for the enrichment of chil-
dren with autism spectrum disorders. 
ZAC Browser is designed to help 
autistic children discover a connec-
tion to their own excellence, and help 
their parents discover a connection to 
other parents of autistic children. 
This is done by providing a unique 
Internet web browser designed spe-
cifically for the use of autistic chil-
dren, and a forum designed to pro-
vide support to their families. For 
further information, please go to 
http://www.zacbrowser.com.  
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Google and Lime are partnering to 
offer scholarships to students with 
disabilities who are pursuing univer-
sity degrees in the field of computer 
science in Canada or the U.S. Lime is 
a not-for-profit organization that 
brings together global corporations 
and people with disabilities to help 
this untapped source of talent. Schol-
arships will be granted for the 2009–
2010 academic year, and recipients 
will be invited to attend an all-
expenses-paid retreat at the Google-
plex in Mountain View in 2010. 
Scholarships of $10,000 will be 
awarded based on the strength of can-
didates’ academic background and 
demonstrated passion. Candidates 
must apply online at http://
www.limeconnect.com/google.html. 
The application deadline is Monday, 
June 1. 
 
A comprehensive listing of transition 
programs in colleges, universities or 
community-based settings for stu-
dents with intellectual disabilities in 
the State of Maryland is available at 
http://www.transitiontocollege.net/
percMD.html. 
 
NICHCY has developed an “All 
about the IEP” guide which provides 
links to a variety of information about 

IEPs, such as suggestions for devel-
oping them, the ins-and-outs of IEP 
meetings, and other resources. For 
further information, please go to 
http://www.nichcy.org/
EducateChildren/IEP/Pages/
default.aspx. 
 


� ����
The Arc of the Central Chesapeake 
Region has a re-designed website that 
is full of information, stories, pic-
tures, and event dates. For further in-
formation, please go to http://
www.thearcccr.org. 
 
The Southwest DBTAC has devel-
oped a “Disability Law Handbook” 
which is now available on their web-
site at http://www.swdbtac.org/html/
publications/dlh/index.html. It is a 50-
page guide to  disability-related laws 
written in a frequently-asked-
questions format. It covers questions 
about the Americans with Disabilities 
Act, the ADA Amendments Act, the 
Rehabilitation Act, Social Security, 
the Air Carrier Access Act, the Indi-
viduals with Disabilities Education 
Act, the Civil Rights of Institutional-
ized Persons Act, and the Fair Hous-
ing Act Amendments. 
 
The Corporation for National and 
Community Services has developed a 

list of resources that identify ways to 
include people with disabilities in 
National Volunteer Service Programs. 
The resources include ways to con-
duct accessibility assessments; per-
forming mentoring; having special 
education students serve as camp 
counselors; and many other ideas. For 
further information, please go to 
http://
www.nationalserviceresources.org/
practices/topic/152. 
 

���� ����/�����
The League for People with Disabili-
ties provides a variety of services 
through their ‘League Industries,’ 
including mailing, copying, printing, 
and assembling documents. For fur-
ther information, please contact Jim 
Pappas at (410) 323-0500 x 315 or 
jpappas@leagueforpeople.org. 
 
North Arundel Church, 7610 Balti-
more-Annapolis Boulevard, Glen 
Burnie, provides a variety of pro-
grams and services for individuals 
with disabilities. These include a 
buddy program, an adapted Sunday 
School/Bible study, social events, 
respite care, a family support group, 
and a Friday night/Saturday morning 
out event. For further information, 
please contact Terri Kellum at (410) 
636-0006.  
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We have available autism awareness merchandise, 
including puzzle ribbon lapel pins and car magnets, 
autism puzzle piece bracelets and wristbands, and 
many other wonderful items. They can be purchased 
at our meetings or by using the order forms at 
www.aaccasa.org. 

We participate in affiliate programs with Future 
Horizons and Autism Asperger Publishing Com-
pany. When you access their web sites through the 
links at www.aaccasa.org, our chapter receives a 
portion of the price of your purchases. 

The Garyworld  online store (www.café press.com/
garyworld) promotes the original artwork of chapter 
member Gary Schmedes Jr., including such charac-
ters as Monster Chicken and his girlfriend, Mon-
strous Hen. Gary and his family are generously do-
nating a portion of the profit from the sale of these 
items to our chapter.  

�������������	
�����	
������
��������
������
����������
������
�������
������� ����!��"�#���$�

"���
����#�))�
)��
�
 
Beth Strasnick, one of our 
chapter members and the par-
ent of a child with autism, has 
initiated a fundraising effort to 
help our chapter’s awareness, 
education, support, and advo-
cacy efforts.  

 
Beth has committed to donate $250 to AACC-
ASA for every referral through our group that 
results in a sale, and to increase the donation to 
$500 if she sells your home and helps you buy a 
new home. 
 

 Beth Strasnick 
Century 21 Results Realty 

7231 Ritchie Highway, Suite A, Glen Burnie 
Cell  (410) 294-7723 

Office (410) 590-1395 
Estrasnick@aol.com 


