The \Voice

Co-Presidents’ Messagé ihda Carter-Ferrier and Alison Hamilton

One of us (read: Alison) is strongly consideringetated addi-
tion to this year's Hometown Heroes list: The tvarstylists who
collaborated this week to transform the unevenbkbd mullet
my darling ASD daughter gave herself into a toleraummer
haircut. And we worry about how the school-free risawiill be
filled ...

Our chapter also takes time off in the summer. Weresume
our monthly meetings in August. We also have owmuahbeach
party to look forward to in August. Join us foruaf quirky after-
noon on Saturday, August 15, at a private bea&eirerna Park.
A flyer with more details is included in the nevitde. Directions
to the party location are given when an RSVP igsikexl.

Thanks to everyone who joined us at our May meetiiach
featured a presentation by Melissa Hendricks arye Ram about
the services provided by the Pediatric PsychologyicCand Con-
sultation Services at the Kennedy Krieger Institliteey de-
scribed the many types of issues addressed by#uwadists in
their group, including helping children with dishties learn how
to take medicine, expand their diets, and handigicakproce-
dures. For further information, contact (443) 2Z80 or go to
www.kennedykrieger.org/kki_cp.jsp?pid=1412

Big thanks also go to the helpers and participasis attended
our 4th annual Basket Bingo Extravaganza, espgdiithdy
Wise, Jean Dunaway, and Cindy Gallagher, who spamty hours
preparing for this event. On page 3, you'll fintish of all the in-
dividuals, families, and businesses whose gengrosittributed
to our event’s success.

In closing, we want to offer special acknowledgnterthe Stu-
dent Government Association of Corkran Middle Sdtiootheir
recent contribution of $400 to our chapter. Theyeligped and
implemented several education and awareness &gititr the
school and raised funds to help support our efiartee areas of
education and awareness. Our respect and thankgdbrwell
done.
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Monthly meetings:Our meetings are open discussion. A refreshment break
held on the last Tuesday evening of is followed by a discussion led by the
each month (August - November and guest presenter. Ample time is al-
January - May) at the Ruth Parker  lowed for questions and follow-up
Eason School, 648 Old Mill Road, discussion, as well as further opportu-
Millersville. Meetings begin at 7:00 nity for group support and socializa-
p.m. with introductions and general tion. New members and new ideas are
announcements, along with time for always welcome!

Events:Our online calendar provides vice providers. If you are a paid mem-
updated information about the many ber and have experience with any of
autism-related and disability-related the topics and would like to provide
activities and events in our local area.information and assistance, please

It can be accessedlatp:// contact Alison Hamilton at (410) 451-
www.aaccasa.org/calundur.htm 8015 orhamiltonal@verizon.net
Support: Our chapter networking/ Staying informed:Subscribe to our e-
support/resource guide, available at mail action alert by sending a mes-
http://www.aaccasa.org/images/ sage througlvww.aaccasa.ordt is
NetworkingGuidel1-07.p¢gtonsists an easy way to learn the latest infor-
of a list of chapter member volunteersmation about federal, state, and local
who are available to provide informa- legislative initiatives, lobbying ef-
tion and assistance to family mem-  forts, or other action items related to
bers, friends, professionals, and ser- autism and disabilities.

New families:Our “Where to Start”  Manor Drive, Glen Burnie. To see a
brochure provides local resource in- full listing of the items available from
formation for families of children our lending library, as well as related
newly diagnosed with an autism specitems available from the Partners for
trum disorder or families who are newSuccess library, please go to

to our area. It is available on our web-www.aaccasa.orgro request an item,
site atwww.aaccasa.orgr by calling please contact Partners for Success at
our chapter phone line at (410) 923- (410) 222-3805 opartnersforsuc-
8800. cess@aacps.ordhey will provide
Chapter library: Our lending library  information about the various ways in
is located at the Partners for Successwhich library materials can be ob-
Resource Center, Oakwood Elemen- tained.

tary School, Portable “B”, 330 Oak
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... to the following individuals, families, and biesses
for their donations to our Basket Bingo event.

Baltimore Orioles

Pump It Up! — Elkridge
Ravens

Starbucks — Glen Burnie

D.C. United

Sylvan Learning Center
Washington Nationals

Aspen Grove Landscaping
Duane Denison

The Ferrier Family
Pathfinders for Autism

The Wise Family

Staples

The Dunaway Family

Robert Andrew Salon and Spa
Longaberger — Cindy Gallagher
Head Quarters

Creative Memories — Dottie Horsmon
Ledo Pizza (Hanover)

Glory Days Grill

Olive Grove

Tsunami

Edible Arrangements

True Salon

Discovery Toys — Lisa Duckworth
Roxanne Sporrer and family

Roys Kwik Korner

Marguerite Higgins

Plumbing Solutions, LLC

Nile Gardiner

Tastefully Simple

Daniel Lips

The Pampered Chef — Jacqueilynne Shade
David Johns

Meadow Hill Wellness

The Knoblich Family

Arbonne- Patrice Meyer

The Kangas Family

Longaberger — Penny Walker

Dr. Kungle and Associates

Gold Canyon Candles — Kathy Powers
Jennifer’s Flowers

The Smith Family

Knights of Columbus- Council 5263
Stampin’ Up — Brycia Kiewlak

USI Connects

and ALL of our generous chapter members
and their families!
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Mozart and the Whale: An Asperger’sdwelling alone and disconnected in  romantic and optimistic enough to

Love Story

©2007, Touchstone, New York, NY
Written by Jerry and Mary Newport
with Johnny Dodd

Reviewed by Carmen M. Yannuzzi,
M.A.T.

Special Educator, The Harbour
School, Annapolis

When 17-century English poet/

preacher John Donne uttered his timealso the form of that dif-
less words, “No man is an island,” theference - obliviousness to e
autism spectrum remained 300 years the subtle signals that

away from being diagnosed and de-
fined; nevertheless, in this Year of
Our Lord 2009, Donne’s words still

some of the loneliest of all, those withLooking toward a lifelong

Asperger’s Syndrome. Jerry and
Mary Newport were two such lonely

her body/prison of silent darkness - make a commitment scary even to the
prior to her liberation by teacher An- socially-skilled non-autistic: Mar-
nie Sullivan who somehow, miracu- riage.
lously, reunited her with humanity Eventually, tragedy turns to tri-
through sign language. umph for Jerry and Mary
Imagine, then, the sad Newport, who—
solitary struggle of those despite disabilities—in an
with Asperger’s Syn- age of lost loyalties, frac-
drome, intelligent enough tured families, and devas-
to know, not only the fact g tating divorces, beat the
that they are different, bu odds and make it work in
a way that puts to shame
those of us for whom it
should be—but somehow
isn’t—so much easier.
And so, this “Asperger’s
Love Story,” although no

MOZART AND
THE WHALE
pass between people in

daily life - and perceptive
enough to realize what

ring true - and perhaps truest of all forthat difference may mean: » o4 4+ ! doubt giving hope to
o many that life can be
lack of lasting relation- 1 0 lived regardless of labels,
ships. Imagine feeling - + isn't really about Asper-
that alone, a constant out- I+ 1 / ger’s at all; it is, quite

hearts, andlozart and the Whals
their story.

cast across all settings, " simply, about love. If eve-

Few fears are worse than the hu- never picked first for any b ryone could remember to
man fear of isolation, widely regardedteam, never in the in- + 1, I+ love each other as Jerry
as so dreadful a punishment that evercrowd at school or work, & 1& | + andMarydo, acceptingly,
hardened criminals, considered cold- always the wallflower at unconditionally, deter-
hearted toward their fellow man, of- every dance, fearful of 0 minedly, our world would
ten are sentenced to solitary confine- never falling in love, find- truly be a better place.

ment as a way of inflicting extreme
suffering upon them in payment for
their evil deeds. “Shunning,” the re-

ing a mate or even getting a date.  The only thing the reader would
Hopeless. change about this book is its title; had
With the harsh honesty character- | named it, | would have removed one

moval of a member of the community istic of the autistic, Jerry and Mary  word, and called it just “Mozart and

by depriving that person of the com-
pany of family and friends, has long
been practiced by certain religious
cults as a painful consequence for
serious transgressions. Worse than
illness, worse than unemployment,

take turns “telling it like it was.” They the Whale: A Love Story,” because
relate what went wrong along the waythis book is not only for the autistic

in each of their lives, from drinking to and those who love them, it is for all
drugs to abusive alliances and finally who believe in, all who seek, and all
to attempted suicides; but also what who desire to maintain love.

went right, from the creation of a And so | express this wish to Jerry

worse even than homelessness, everjnghly successful support group for and Mary Newport: that they may be
one knows that few can stand the tor-adults with Asperger’s, to the discov- together until that faraway day when

ment of staying completely alone.
Picture Tom Hanks in his moving
2000 film, “Cast Away,” drawing a
face on a volleyball named Wilson,
just to pretend to converse with a
companion. Or Helen Keller, blind,

deaf, and mute almost from infancy -

ery of gifts and talents in music they walk hand-in-hand across the
(Mary) and math (Jerry), to the mira- Jordan, each with a bird on a shoul-
cle of meeting each other, soulmates der, Mary no doubt humming the mel-
at first sight, sharing interests in birdsody of the water while Jerry blissfully
and nature, able to accept each othercalculates its depth. “Blessed be the
as they were, determined to maintain tie that binds.” - John Fawcett (18th

a love they never thought they’d have(.)
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The Maryland Coalition of Families
for Children’s Mental Health an-
nounces a series of lunch-time web-
based workshops for families during
the summer. The schedule for the
workshops is as follows:

- “Advocacy strategies for parents,”
Thursday, July 9, noon to 1:00
p.m., led by Cindy Hottinger,
Family Navigator, Maryland Coa-
lition of Families for Children’s
Mental Health.

- “Empowered with organization:
How to organize your child’s im-
portant information,” Thursday,
August 13, noon to 1:00 p.m., led
by Deb Gordon, IEP Specialist,
Maryland Coalition of Families
for Children’s Mental Health.

) $

- Organizational skills (effective
time management, schedules and
planning, executive function
skills), Monday and Tuesday,
June 29 and 30, $99.

- Writing (technology tools for sup-
porting all stages of the writing
process), Monday — Thursday,
July 13 — 16, $195.

- Reading (technology tools for in-
creasing reading comprehension),
Monday — Thursday, July 27 — 30,
$195.

All sessions will be held at the AT
Learning Center, 7050 Oakland Mills
Road, Columbia. Middle school stu-
dents will meet from 9:00 a.m. —
noon; high school students will meet
from 1:00 — 4:00 p.m. For further in-

encourage cognitive growth in
their children. Learning Rx will
provide ideas for games and ac-
tivities that can build cognitive
skills at home and on vacation.
There is a fee for the workshop.

- “7 Keys to a Successful School
Year,” Wednesday, August 12,
7:00 p.m. Participants will gain
knowledge and understanding on
how to encourage cognitive
growth in their children and pre-
pare them for a successful school
year. The course also provides
methods for detecting students
with weak cognitive skills and
tools to strengthen those skills.
There is fee for the workshop.

Both workshops will take place at 479

Pre-registration is required. For infor- formation, call 410-381-2667 or go to Jumpers Hole Road, Suite 306,

mation or to register, contact Mary-
land Coalition of Families for Chil-
dren’s Mental Health at (888) 607-
3637 orcallenza@mdcoalition.org

The Parenting Center at Anne
Arundel Community College will
offer the following sessions during
the summer:

- “Enhancing language develop-
ment in children,” June 17 — Au-
gust 7 or July 15 — September 4
(online course), $90, CEUs
awarded.

- “The explosive child,” Saturday,
June 27, 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.,
$45, CEUs awarded.

- “Helping disorganized kids suc-
ceed in school,” Friday, August
21, 8:00 a.m. — noon, $35, CEUs
awarded.

For further information or to obtain
registration materials, call (410) 777-
2325 or go tavww.aacc.edu/

parenting

Maryland AT Cooperative will hold
the following sessions for middle and
high school students this summer:

www.matcoop.org

On Monday, July 6,from 5:30 - 9:00
p.m., The Exceptional Family Mem-
ber Program will present “Getting the
most out of Tricare and autism
safety” at Ft. Meade Community
Readiness Center (Army Community
Service, 830 Chisholm Avenue, Ft.
Meade). Guest Speaker LTC Scott
Campbell will cover the following
topics:

- What is autism?

- Increasing the monthly dollar lim-
its for ABA therapy under the
ECHO Program

- ECHO and retirees

- Autism ABA demo

- Safety precautions

- Community involvement

For more information and to register,
call 301-677-4122.

Learning Rx will hold the following
workshops this summer:
- “How to Have a Smarter Sum-
mer,” Wednesday, July 15, 7:00
p.m. Participants will gain knowl-

edge and understanding of how to

Severna Park. For more information
and to register, please call 410-544-
6850 or e-maikevernaparksemi-
nar@learningrx.net

On Saturday, June 20from 8:30

a.m. - 2:00 p.m., The Kennedy
Kreiger Institute, 707 N. Broadway,
Baltimore, will present a workshop
titled, “Cell-based therapies for chil-
dren with disabilities: Future possi-
bilities.” Participants will learn about
research and treatment using cell-
based therapies, both embryonic and
adult stem cells, to improve function-
ing in children with neurological dis-
abilities. This workshop is intended
for individuals with disabilities and
their families, as well as health care
professionals. For further information
or to obtain registration materials,
contact Toni Shumate, conference
coordinator, at 443-923-9137 or
shumate@kennedykrieger.org

On Saturday, June 20from 9:00

a.m. — 3:00 p.m., Angelman Syn-

drome Foundation will sponsor a
(Continued on page 6)
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(Continued from page 5) effective programming for students
workshop entitled, “Creating the Fu- with autism spectrum disorders. For
ture Care Plan for Family Members further information or to obtain regis-
with Special Needs.” Led by Mary tration materials, go to
Anne Ehlert, president and founder ofwww.outreach.psu.edu/programs/
Protected Tomorrows, the workshop autismor call Katie Frieden at (814)
will be held at the McFaul Activity 863-5100.
Center, 525 W. MacPhail Road, Bel
Air. Attendees will learn the eight
stages of the planning process, ad-
dressing such issues as:

- Dally living (recreational, educa-

On Tuesday, August 4, and
Wednesday, August 5the Maryland
Coalition for Inclusive Education,
High School Inclusion & Transition

- The high school experience as key
to post-school success, including
teaching self-determination and
social skills.

- Student choice and student-
directed IEPs.

- Secondary and post-secondary
education options for students
with intensive support needs
(follow up webinar).

Look for registration materials and
information athttp://www.mcie.org

tional, vocational)

- Government benefits (Social Se-
curity, Medicare, Medicaid)

- Financial and legal planning
(estate planning, wills, trusts)

- Building the Future Care Plan™,
including where your child will
live, work, and play
- Family communication

Planning will hold a two-day summer

institute and follow-up webinar series On Thursday, October 22, and Fri-
on inclusive education practices and day, October 23,from 8:00 a.m. -
transition planning for high school  3:00 p.m., Anne Arundel Community
students with developmental disabili- College (in partnership with The

ties. This institute is intended for tran-Rocky Mountain Autism Center) will
sition coordinators, high school spe- present “Practical applications of

cial education teachers, teenagers classroom and intervention strategies
with a disability, parents/guardians of for children with Autism Spectrum

For further information or to register,
contact Sheila Wenger at
swenger@angelman.arg

teens with a disability, school system Disorders” at Anne Arundel Commu-

resource staff, and special education nity College, Cade Center for Fine

supervisors. Topics to be discussed Arts, Room 219. Keynote speaker

include: will be Dr. Rydell, co-author of the

- Career development, including SCERTS model and a Fulbright Sen-
person-centered planning, career ior Specialist Grant Recipient. He has
assessment, and redefining what iso-authored five book chapters and
‘functional’ in high schools. numerous research articles in autism

- Family involvement in the transi- and unconventional verbal behaviors.
tion process, including developing For further information, contact
inclusive and outcomes-focused Shawn Sagers at 410-777-2909 or
IEPs / ITPs. ssagers@aacc.edu

From Monday, August 3, to Friday,
August 7,the 2009 National Autism
Conference will be held at the Penn
State Conference Center Hotel in
State College, Pennsylvania. It will
provide comprehensive, evidence-
based information to assist educators,
providers and families in developing

%

On Saturday, June 27at 1:00 p.m.,
Abilities Network’s Family Empow-

Visit www.pathfindersforautism.org
to locate services throughout Mary-
land, read more about autism, and

view a calendar of events.

day, June 20, and indicate how many
people will attend and how many will
erment Network will host a free bowl. Please arrive by 12:45 p.m. for
bowling and pizza event at AMF lane assignments and shoe rental.
Southwest Duckpin Lanes on 4991 This event is designed to provide fun
Fairview Avenue in Linthicum. for the whole family and an opportu-
Please R.S.V.P. to Kelly Dunning at nity to meet and network with other
443-562-4772 okdun- families.

ning@abilitiesnetwork.orpy Satur-
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On May 14, the Co-Chairs of the
Coalition on Autism Research and
Education, Rep. Mike Doyle (D-PA)
and Rep. Chris Smith (R-NJ), along
with Rep. Eliot Engel (D-NY) and

% %

to adults with autism spectrum disor- A national data repository would be
ders, including: postsecondary educacreated to share emerging data, find-
tion; vocational and self-advocacy ings and treatment models.

skills; employment; residential ser- Other key aspects of the bill in-
vices, supports and housing; nutritiongclude:

health and wellness; recreational and
social activities; and transportation
and personal safety.

The legislation would also provide
for the establishment of a national
April. network in order to strengthen link-

The Autism Society applauds this ages between research and service
comprehensive autism legislation fo- initiatives at the federal, regional,
cused around enhancing the quality ostate and local levels, and facilitate
life for individuals on the autism the translation of research on autism
spectrum and their families. into services and treatments that will

ATAA creates a demonstration  improve the quality of life for indi-
project to provide an array of servicesviduals with autism and their families.

&'
The Maryland State Department of - In-school suspensions
Education has developed proposed - Use of exclusions (time-out)
amendments to the state regulations - Use of restraints

(COMAR) for students receiving spe-  Three public hearings have been
cial education services. They will be scheduled to provide an opportunity

Rep. Hank Johnson (D-GA) intro-
duced the Autism Treatment Accel-
eration Act of 2009 (ATAA). This is
a companion to the bill of the same
name introduced in the Senate in

- The establishment of a national

training initiative on autism and a
technical assistance center to de-
velop and expand interdisciplinary
training and continuing education
on autism spectrum disorders; and

- A requirement that health insurers

cover the diagnosis and treatment
of autism spectrum disorders, in-
cluding Applied Behavior Analy-
sis therapy, assistive communica-
tion devices and other effective
treatments.

p.m., Chesapeake College, Wye
Mills

- Thursday, July 24, 7:00 — 9:00

p.m., Frederick County Public
Schools Professional Develop-

published in the Maryland Register orfor members of the public to com-

ment Center

Monday, July 6, and can be accessedment on these proposed amendments. Anyone who wishes to provide

at that time atvww.dsd.state.md.us/
MDRegister

The proposed amendments involveasked to provide a written copy of

the following areas:

- Parents revoking consent for pro-

vision of special education ser-
vices

- Changing educational disability
code from ‘mental retardation’ to
‘intellectual disability’

Each person will be allowed three  comments is requested to register in
minutes to present comments, and is advance by contacting Andrew Wil-
son at (410) 767-0242 exvil-
their comments. The schedule for theson@msde.state.md.\Written com-
hearings is as follows: ments may also be submitted to
- Tuesday, July 22, 7:00 — 9:00 Donna Riley by mail (MSDE, 200 W.
p.m., Anne Arundel County Pub- Baltimore Street, Baltimore 21201),
lic Schools Board of Education by fax (410-333-8165), or by e-mail
building (driley@msde.state.md.Jus
- Wednesday, July 23, 7:00 — 9:00

T h e
Arc

Central Chesapeake Region

The Arc of the Central Chesapeake Region is formaiggoup of parents, siblings, individuals with
disabilities, medical professionals, and anyone wbald like to participate, to serve as sounding
boards or “Arc Ambassadors” for new families. Thegd® have been through it know how hard it
can be to hear a child’s diagnosis, and then fae®terwhelming task of education and advocacy.
Interested participants can contact Kristenatsletter@thearcccr.oay (410) 990-1904.
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The Cisco Center will be holdinga summer camp for special-needs kids and without disabilities. The program,
summer soccer program run by Coaclages 3-6 (preschool through comple- in its sixth year, is run by Angela

Nick, a professional soccer player tion of kindergarten). The camp will Nance and Sarah Lubin,

(goalkeeper) for the Philadelphia run from Tuesday, August 4, to two highly experienced special educa-
Kixx professional indoor soccer team.Thursday, August 6, from 9:30 a.m. - tors. Playgroups are held three days a
The program will run for five Fridays noon at Camp Barrett, 1001 Chester-week, for 3-hour sessions, in the
(June 19, 26, and July 10, 17, 24); field Rd., Annapolis (Crownsville morning (10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.) or
each session is one hour long. The area). Planned activities include mo- afternoon (3:00 p.m. — 6:00 p.m.),
sessions for ages 3 to 6 will be held tor activities (sport/balls, hoops, during July and early August at Christ
from 9:00-10:00 a.m., for ages 7 to 1Jumping) and arts and crafts. There the King Church in Silver Spring.

from 10:15-11:15 a.m., and for ages will also be science and outdoor ac- Little Buddies (3-5 years) and Big

11 and older from 11:30 a.m. -12:30 tivities. A snack will be pro- Buddies (6-8 years) will participate in
p.m. In addition, individual/private ~ vided. Parents are required to stay ata variety of fun and educational sum-
sessions will be available by appoint-the camp and participate with their ~ mer activities that aim to enhance and

ment. For further information, please child. Please e-mail Janis Jank increase social skills and foster re-
contact Cisco Nochera at 410-647- at jjank@aacps.orfor more detailed warding friendships with a diverse
1503 or 443-848-9684. information and to register. group of children. For more informa-

tion and registration information, visit
The Young Athletes Program of the Summer Buddies provides inclusive www.summerbuddies.org
Special Olympics will offer a free summer playgroups for children with

Generation Rescue has a grant pro- county programs, insurance, and/or cific forms. Grant awards will be
gram to help introduce and facilitate other grant making entities. Each based on economic need as defined
early and ongoing biomedical treat- grant recipient will receive one doctorby a percentage beneath the median
ment by providing the necessary re- visit with a specially trained physicianincome of a specific geographic area.
sources to individuals with autism  who treats autism; vitamins, minerals Grant applications must be post-
spectrum disorders and their families.and supplements for 90 days; and a marked no later than July 15, 2009.
The grant program is for treatments Generation Rescue mentor and die- For further information, go to

that may not otherwise be covered tary intervention training. Applicants www.generationrescue.ohrg/rescue-
privately or by other third-party fund- must provide a variety of information family/Grant-Application-P1.pdf

ing sources such as school districts, and complete and submit several spe-

|
Last year, more than 125 artists participated inMow for Autism,
which raised more than $7,000 for Autism SpeaksnBer Claudine
Intner is seeking art donations for this year'srankxhibit and sale,
N ow which will be held from October 1-10. Art submigssomust be re-
ceived by Tuesday, September 1. Visitw.artnowforautism.corfor

details. 100% of the sales will be donated to Ant&peaks through the
Washington, DC Walk Now for Autism on Saturday, @r 31.
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Pathfinders for Autism has opened
their walk-in Resource Center at their
office in Hunt Valley. Through com-
puter workstations, on-site preview-
ing, demonstrations and an activity
space, the walk-in center provides
caregivers and professionals the op- b developmental disabilities.
portunity to preview and/or use prod-  the program provides hands-on  “How to set up a classroom for stu-
ucts that may help them better serve  jemonstrations of proper oral hy- dents with autism,” by S.B. Linton, is
their loved ones and clients. The regu-  giane techniques. Through case a manual for teachers, paraprofession-
lar walk-in hours are Monday through  ahagement, Special Smiles as- als, related service providers, and ad-
Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. sists residents and caregivers in ministrators who are new to working
Other hours (evenings and weekends)  gaining dental services through with students with autism or for pro-
are available by appointment only. a variety of sources. fessionals who would like to enhance
For further information, contact Trish Apne Arundel Dental Access Pro-  their current autism classroom. The
Stone at (443) 330-5370 ext. 305.  gram provides dental services to the manual includes detailed instructions
uninsured and underinsured. Throughabout classroom setup, ideas for col-
this cooperative effort, local dentists laborating with others, data collection

vides specialized dental care, suclpolicy, recreation and fun, and transi-
as fillings, to County children un- tion to adult life, as well as a compre-
der the age of six. hensive listing of treatment informa-

- Special Smiles provides dental tion and resources. It is available
health education at group homes online athttp://
and other programs for individu- www.baltimoreschild.comWe wiill
als with developmental disabilitiesalso have hard copies available at our
and for caregivers of individuals next chapter meeting.

Lindsay Mack is a private speech-
language pathologist who lives in our

o . '~ provide services at reduced fees. ideas, and behavior intervention
local area and is interested in offeringgq . frther information on any of ~ plans. Ms. Linton has worked with
speech-language services to families hege programs, contact Dental Healtstudents with autism for more than 10
in need. She currently works asa  ggpyices at (410) 222-7138 years. She has a master's degree from

school-based SLP with Montgomery annapolis) or (410) 222-6861 (Glen Johns Hopkins University and cur-
County Public Schools (MCPS) and g, ;pje). rently works as an Autism Instruc-
"’.IISO Works_ p_rlvately W't.h a feW. faml_- tional Education Specialist for a large
lies. She is interested in working with suburban school district in Maryland,

children on the autism spectrum. She _ _ where she consults with school teams
has worked in a pre-K autism pro-  Pathfinders for Autism has developed,, matters related to teaching students

gram and has provided services to  another in their series of ‘Parent Tip’ | iih autism. Eor further information,

children with autism through the articles, entitled, “Financial things please go to

home-school model of MCPS. She  every parent should know.” The arti- | ..\ 5 \tismclassroom.coor contact

currently offers private therapy ses- cle is available at Ms. Linton atautismchat-

sions in her home office in Bowie andwww.pathfindersforautism.org/ board @aol.cm509-6248.

is available to travel to the client's  articleltem.aspx?id=196-or further

home. For further information, con- information about this or other re- Autism Family Online is a new web-

tact Ms. Mack atMack@cp-e.com  sources, contact Shelly McLaughlin, ¢jtq designed to provide practical,

or (724) 977-1579. Resource Center Coordinator, at 443
330-5341 or

The Anne Arundel County Depart-  info@pathfindersforautism.org

ment of Health provides the following

‘useable information to help families
and educators improve the quality of
life for individuals with autism spec-
trum disorders in their care. It is led

dental services: Baltimore’s Child has just issued “A by Linda Hodgdon, M.Ed., CCC-
- Dental clinic for patients under ~ Special Edition: Focus on Autism SLP. a speech-lan’gue.lge.E)athologist
the age of 21 on a sliding fee 2009.” The publication provides de- who’has been a consultant specializ-

scale, as well as Medical Assis- tailed information on a wide variety
tance/MCO dental plans, such as of topics, including education, home
MCHP. The program also pro-  and community, funding and public (Continued on page 10)

ing in autism spectrum disorders for
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(Continued from page 9) southern Maryland area who want to
more than 30 years. Her advisory = meet up for weekly low- or no-cost
board of professionals and family ~ gatherings. Some ideas are local
members has extensive experience iparks, pool, biking and or riding
providing educational support, re-  scooters, sports, board games and
search, consultation and more, and picnics. She has been home-
represents a variety of disciplines andgchooling her children (ages 12, 11,
situations related to ASD. For furtherand 9) for three years. They are very
information, go to understanding of special needs and
www.autismfamilyonline.com the socialization issues that come
along with certain disorders. For fur-
ther information, please contact Ms.
Schaffer atnama-
bear55@hotmail.com

& $ n
Andrea Schaffer is seeking other
home-schooling families in the

Barbara Tomlian, a clinical specialist adults who have a relative with an
with the Kennedy Krieger Institute, is autism spectrum disorder and who
seeking children ages 3-5 to partici- themselves have characteristics of an
pate in a research project that looks autism spectrum disorder. Partici-
ways to improve language skills for pants must have normal or corrected-
children with autism spectrum disor- to-normal vision (glasses/contacts).
ders. To learn more about the projectMedical implants, such as a pace-
contact her at (443) 923-2936tom- maker, or even orthodontic braces,
lian@kennedykrieger.org exclude participants from the study.

The Riesenhuber Laboratory in the The study will consist of two ses-
Department of Neuroscience at sions, the first for paperwork and
Georgetown University Medical Cen-diagnostics, which may take place at
ter, in cooperation with Children’'s  the Rockville Outpatient Center for
National Medical Center and its Cen-Children’s National Medical Center,
ter for Autism Spectrum Disorders, isand the second for behavioral and
conducting a behavioral and fMRI  fMRI measurements on the campus
study investigating face recognition of Georgetown University in Wash-
and perceptual learning in autism  ington, DC. Participants will be paid
spectrum disorders. The goal of this $20/hr for behavioral and $40/hr for
research is to identify how neural  fMRI testing. Free parking and reim-
information processing differs in au- bursement for travel expenses will be
tism spectrum disorders. The re- provided. For more information, e-
search team is seeking adults (age 1ail: visionlab@georgetown.eg¢oall
-60) who have been diagnosed with (202) 687-7837, or visitttp://

an autism spectrum disorder, or maxlab.neuro.georgetown.edu

Project Spectrum

was developed by the

SketchUp team at

Google to help peo-

ple with autism take
advantage of their visual and spatial
gifts. The idea for Project Spectrum
originated when Google began get-
ting phone calls and e-mails from
users telling them about how much
kids on the autism spectrum were
enjoying Google’s free 3D modeling
software, SketchUp. Google part-
nered with the Boulder, Colorado,
chapter of the Autism Society of
America, the Boulder Valley School
District, and the Life Long Learning
Lab at University of Colorado to pro-
vide children with software and guid-
ance that may help them to express
an idea or even develop a life skill.
For further information, go to
http://www.google.com/educators/sp
ectrum.html

ZAC Browser is a free web applica-
tion built for the enrichment of chil-
dren with autism spectrum disorders
ZAC Browser is designed to help
autistic children discover a connec-
tion to their own excellence, and hely
their parents discover a connection t
other parents of autistic children.
This is done by providing a unique
Internet web browser designed spe-
cifically for the use of autistic chil-
dren, and a forum designed to pro-
vide support to their families. For
further information, please go to
http://www.zacbrowser.com
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Angela Liston OTR/L and Nicole Orellana MS, CCC-Sk#o have both worked with chil-
dren with autism spectrum disorders in schoolsgsti are planning to start a day care center
that would provide care for children with ASD artdldren at risk for ASD. As parents them-
selves, they know how difficult it is to find dagre that is dependable and trustworthy, and
they understand how difficult it can be to findldheare for children with ASD. They are look-
ing for information that will help them develop thest appropriate type of child care program
for children with ASD or children at risk for ASDIhey are asking that parents provide an-
swers to the following questions, and send thigsrmftion to them.

1. Does/did your child attend day care? If so, @ityyou choose that location/person?
2. What age was your child when you sought dayzxare
3. What qualities do you value in a day care cénter

4, Which of the items below would you identify &g three most important:
___Location (close proximity to home/work)
___Price
___Curriculum
___Hours of operation
___Experience of personnel / in child care setting
___Experience of personnel / working with ASD
___Experience of personnel / working with studewth behavioral issues
___Provision of lunch/snack
__ Center space/appearance
___Avalilability of related services (OT, SLP, PT)

5. Any comments or suggestions you would like tarelregarding your experience finding a
day care center?

Please send your survey information to Angela lnsttagrove21@hotmail.conShe can also
be reached by phone at 410-867-4626.
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We have availablautism awareness merchandise
including puzzle ribbon lapel pins and car magnet
autism puzzle piece bracelets and wristbands, anc
many other wonderful items. They can be purchas
at our meetings or by using the order forms at
WWW.aaccasa.org

We patrticipate in affiliate programs wikuture
Horizons andAutism Asperger Publishing Com-
pany. When you access their web sites through th
links atwww.aaccasa.or@ur chapter receives a
portion of the price of your purchases.

TheGaryworld online store\ww.café press.com/
garyworld promotes the original artwork of chapte
member Gary Schmedes Jr., including such chara
ters as Monster Chicken and his girlfriend, Mon-
strous Hen. Gary and his family are generously dc
nating a portion of the profit from the sale ofghe
items to our chapter.
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Beth Strasnick, one of our

chapter members and the pa

ent of a child with autism, has

initiated a fundraising effort to
help our chapter's awarenes

education, support, and advo-

cacy efforts.

Beth has committed to donate $250 to AACC-

ASA for every referral through our group that

results in a sale, and to increase the donation to
$500 if she sells your home and helps you bu
new home.

Beth Strasnick
Century 21 Results Realty

7231 Ritchie Highway, Suite A, Glen Burnie

Cell (410) 294-7723
Office (410) 590-1395
Estrasnick@aol.com




