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Co-Presidents’ Message / Linda Carter-Ferrier and Alison Hamilton�
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We usually start this message by thanking everyone who joined 
us at our monthly chapter meeting, but Mother Nature graced us 
with a beautiful snow storm that day, so we had to cancel our 
January meeting. Fans of our featured speaker should not despair, 
as we have made arrangements with Frankie D’Erasmo to re-
schedule his presentation about issues faced by young adults on 
the autism spectrum to our April meeting. He will share informa-

tion about his experiences as part of our special 
Hometown Heroes celebration. 
 Speaking of Hometown Heroes, we’ll be 
sending out nomination information soon. Any-
one in our community who makes life better for 
people with ASD is eligible for recognition as a 
Hometown Hero. Last year we honored friends, 
family members, professionals, and even a high 
school student with Asperger’s syndrome. The 
heroes we’ve chosen and the stories of their 
work have turned our past Hometown Heroes 
events into truly uplifting  evenings. Please plan 
to celebrate our heroes with us, and to contribute 
your nominations. 
  Our February meeting will feature a dis-
cussion about the recently opened Cisco Center, 
led by its founder, Cisco Nochera. Known sim-
ply as “Mr. Cisco,” he worked as a special edu-
cation pre-school teacher for many years before 

retiring from Anne Arundel County Public Schools to devote his 
full attention to the operation of the Cisco Center. Mr. Cisco and 
his wife Carla provide programs focusing on the needs of toddlers 
(2-year-olds), pre-schoolers (3- to 5-year-olds), and older chil-
dren. Please join us on Tuesday, February 24, to learn more about 
their programs. 

The Voice 
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Events: Our online calendar provides 
updated information about the many 
autism-related and disability-related 
activities and events in our local area. 
It can be accessed at http://
www.aaccasa.org/calundur.htm. 
Support: Our chapter networking/
support/resource guide, available at 
http://www.aaccasa.org/images/
NetworkingGuide11-07.pdf, consists 
of a list of chapter member volunteers 
who are available to provide informa-
tion and assistance to family mem-
bers, friends, professionals, and ser-

vice providers. If you are a paid mem-
ber and have experience with any of 
the topics and would like to provide 
information and assistance, please 
contact Alison Hamilton at (410) 451-
8015 or hamiltonal@verizon.net. 
Staying informed: Subscribe to our e-
mail action alert by sending a mes-
sage through www.aaccasa.org. It is 
an easy way to learn the latest infor-
mation about federal, state, and local 
legislative initiatives, lobbying ef-
forts, or other action items related to 
autism and disabilities. 
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held on the last Tuesday evening of 
each month (August - November and 
January - May) at the Ruth Parker 
Eason School, 648 Old Mill Road, 
Millersville. Meetings begin at 7:00 
p.m. with introductions and general 
announcements, along with time for 

open discussion. A refreshment break 
is followed by a discussion led by the 
guest presenter. Ample time is al-
lowed for questions and follow-up 
discussion, as well as further opportu-
nity for group support and socializa-
tion. New members and new ideas are 
always welcome! 

��������������������������������������������������������������������� ���

New families: Our “Where to Start” 
brochure provides local resource in-
formation for families of children 
newly diagnosed with an autism spec-
trum disorder or families who are new 
to our area. It is available on our web-
site at www.aaccasa.org or by calling 
our chapter phone line at (410) 923-
8800. 
Chapter library: Our lending library 
is located at the Partners for Success 
Resource Center, Oakwood Elemen-
tary School, Portable “B”, 330 Oak 

Manor Drive, Glen Burnie. To see a 
full listing of the items available from 
our lending library, as well as related 
items available from the Partners for 
Success library, please go to 
www.aaccasa.org. To request an item, 
please contact Partners for Success at 
(410) 222-3805 or partnersforsuc-
cess@aacps.org. They will provide 
information about the various ways in 
which library materials can be ob-
tained. 
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On Friday, February 20, from 6:00 - 
7:00 p.m., Pathfinders for Autism will 
sponsor a free playtime at Gymjam’s 
Owings Mills location. For further 
information, please call Trish Stone at 
443-330-5370. To register, go to 
http://www.acteva.com/ttghits.cfm?
EVA_ID=31282. 
 
Chesapeake Victories, an organiza-
tion that provides information and 
support about biomedical interven-
tions, is holding a fundraising event 
on Saturday, March 7, from 1:00 to 
6:00 p.m. at Michael’s 8th Avenue, 
7220 Grayburn Avenue, Glen Burnie. 
The event will feature a buffet and the 
guest keynote speakers will be Drs. 
Mark Geier and David Geier. For fur-

ther information about purchasing 
tickets, please contact Chesapeake 
Victories at (410) 556-6777 or mike-
dow@chesapeakevictories.org. Fur-
ther information is also available at 
www.chesapeakevictories.org. 

 
Brooklyn Park Middle School is 
embarking on a fundraising event for 
the school’s special education classes 
by selling tickets in the lower reserve 
section to five Baltimore Orioles 
home games: Wednesday and Thurs-
day, April 8 and 9, against the New 
York Yankees ($18 each) and Friday-
Sunday, April 10, 11, and 12, against 
the Tampa Bay Rays ($15 each). The 
money raised will go to the special 
education classes for supplies, in-
structional equipment, and covering 
the costs of community-based instruc-
tion. For further information, please 
contact Margaret Tantses, special 
education teaching assistant, at (410) 
636-2967 or mtantses@aacps.org. 

�#�����#�����#�����#��������

A new 10-week program focused 
on practical life skills for young 
adults with autism or Asperger’s 
Syndrome is beginning in mid-
February. It will be held at Villa 
Maria in Lutherville. Sessions on 
Monday evenings from 6:30 - 8:30 
p.m. will be for ages 15 - 18, and ses-
sions on Wednesday evenings from 
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. will be for ages 19 - 
late 20s. 

The purpose of the program is to 
provide each member with an indi-
vidualized outline for navigating the 
daily experiences of life. The groups 
will be limited to 10 members. Vid-
eos, role playing, and other visual 
imagery will be used to assist in un-
derstanding social concepts. The goal 
is to provide training, practice and 
feedback for each topic covered. Top-
ics will include the following: 

· Casual conversation for social 

situations- How to begin mean-
ingful interactions, initiating and 
maintaining conversations, under-
standing humor, and the use of 
compliments 

· Joining in on group conversations, 
phone skills, voice intonation 

· Do’s and don’ts for social interac-
tions- physical proximity, safety 
concerns, time limitations, taking 
turns in conversation, social cues 

· Job skills-identifying appropriate 
jobs, skill matching, assessing 
strengths and weaknesses, making 
contacts, job search, resume writ-
ing 

· Time and money management- 
taking responsibility for yourself, 
using time effectively, use of 
daily planner, budgeting 

· Advocating for yourself- negotiat-
ing conflict, dealing with peer 
pressure, asking for help, identify-

ing sources for help on job and in 
community 

· Leading a healthy lifestyle- recog-
nizing, expressing and managing 
emotions, dealing with change, 
reducing anxiety, relaxation 
strategies 

· Extracurricular activities- identi-
fying community groups, volun-
teer services, internships, social 
venues 

· Dating- safety concerns, internet 
use, dating expectations, what 
constitutes a healthy relationship, 
how to get a date, illegal relation-
ships, appropriate behavior for 
you and others 

An interview is required prior to the 
first session. For further information 
or to schedule an appointment, please 
call Janet Palmer at (410) 343-2153.  
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The Learning Disabilities Associa-
tion of Calvert County and The 
Parents' Place of Maryland will 
host a 9-week book discussion on 
Pam and Pete Wright's “From Emo-
tions to Advocacy.” Led by Missy 
Alexander, participants will discuss 
the emotional aspects of parenting a 
child with learning disabilities. Learn 
how to harness the energy of those 
emotions and become an effective 
advocate for your child. The discus-
sions will be held from 9:00 a.m. to 
11:00 a.m. on the following Satur-
days: February 7 and 21, March 14 
and 28, April 4 and 18, May 2, 16, 
and 30 at Mt. Hope Community Cen-
ter, 104 Pushaw Station Road in Sun-
derland. Refreshments will be served 
at each session, and pre-registration is 
requested. Please RSVP to the Learn-
ing Disabilities Association at 401-
257-7511 or calvertlda@aol.com. 
Copies of the book can be purchased 
for $20.00. 
 
On Wednesday, February 11, from 
6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m., the Anne 
Arundel County LRE Access Group 
will present a workshop titled Making 
Accommodations & Modifications: 
An Overview (Writing IEPs Work-
shop - Part II) at the Carver Center 
located at 2671 Carver Road in Gam-
brills. The workshop is part of the 
“Journey to Inclusion” series spon-
sored by the Maryland Coalition for 
Inclusive Education in partnership 
with the Anne Arundel County Public 
School System, Division of Special 
Education. The workshop will pro-
vide an overview of strategies for 
planning the inclusion of students 
with significant support needs who 
traditionally may have been educated 
in separate classes. Tools for teaching 
teams will be shared and examples of 
students will be used to illustrate. The 
workshop will be led by Carol Quirk 

of MCIE and Wendy Kirk and Lisa 
Melody with AACPS. Pre-registration 
is requested. Please e-mail 
mcie@mcie.org or call 410-859-5400 
to register. 
 
On Wednesday, February 11, from 
7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., Kennedy 
Krieger Institute’s Adolescent Transi-
tion Lecture Series will feature the 
following topic: “Employment Part 
Two: Project SEARCH.” Presented 
by Joanna Falcone, Project SEARCH 
Director at the Arc of Baltimore, the 
lecture will be held at Kennedy 
Krieger Institute’s Greenspring Cam-
pus, 3825 Greenspring Ave., Bowles 
Bldg. Board Room. This series of 
presentations is designed to educate 
youth with disabilities, parents, clini-
cians, and community providers about 
issues important to adolescents with 
disabilities approaching adulthood. 
The lectures are intended to provoke 
and facilitate discussion. This series is 
sponsored by the Maryland Depart-
ment of Health and Mental Hygiene, 
Office for Genetics and Children with 
Special Health Care Needs, and the 
Maryland Center for Development 
Disabilities at Kennedy Krieger Insti-
tute. To confirm attendance and for 
more information, call 443-923-2790 
or 800-390-3372, or e-mail Resource-
Finder@kennedykrieger.org. 
 
On Wednesday, February 11, from 
9:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m., Shared Support 
Maryland, Inc. will sponsor a work-
shop titled “Demystifying Autism: An 
Inside-Out Perspective.” Led by Wil-
liam Stillman, the location is TBA 
(although it will be held in the Balti-
more area). Join speaker William 
Stillman for an insightful, inspiring 
“inside-out” workshop. As a person 
with Asperger’s syndrome, Bill pro-
vides a non-clinical, humanistic over-
view of the autism spectrum from the 

perspective of those who experience 
it: What is autism? What is it like to 
have autism? What is considered best 
practice in supporting others’ commu-
nication, sensory sensitivities, mental 
health and movement differences? He 
shares the many differences among 
people labeled with autism, including 
perspectives from his friends on the 
spectrum as well as his own experi-
ences. For more information or to 
obtain registration materials, please 
contact Gail Godwin at (410) 945-
4356 or gail@sharedsupportmd.org. 
 
On Wednesday, February 11, from 
6:30 to 8:00 p.m., the Division of 
Special Education, AACPS, Partners 
for Success AACPS, and The Arc of 
the Central Chesapeake Region will 
offer a free workshop entitled “The 
New Directions Waiver” at the 
Woods Memorial Church, 611 Balti-
more Annapolis Blvd., in Severna 
Park. The workshop will take place in 
the church’s fellowship hall. This 
workshop is part of the Life Transi-
tion Series. For more information or 
to register, please contact one of the 
following persons: Michele Dilegge, 
Division of Special Education, 
AACPS: mdileggegoldfein@ 
aacps.org, 410-222-5481, Katy Schie-
man, Partners for Success: kschie-
man@ aacps.org, 410-222-3805, or 
Jessica Dicus, The Arc of the Central 
Chesapeake Region: 
jdicus@thearcccr.org, 410-268-8085. 
 
On Tuesday, February 17, from 
6:00 – 8:00 pm, the Arc of Maryland 
in partnership with the Maryland 
State Department of Education, the 
Maryland Department of Disabilities, 
the Maryland Developmental Dis-
abilities Council, and the Maryland 
Coalition for Inclusive Education will 
hold their 8th annual “Together we’re 

(Continued on page 5) 
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better” award reception to celebrate 
students and their families who par-
ticipate in inclusive schools at the 
Loews Annapolis Hotel on 126 West 
Street in Annapolis. For further infor-
mation or to RSVP, please contact 
Hannah Collard at (410) 974-6139 or 
hcollard@thearcmd.org. 
 
On Tuesday, February 17, from 
7:00 – 9:00 p.m., Parents of Autistic 
Children (POAC) of Central MD will 
present a free training session about 
financial/estate planning. Presented 
by a representative from MetLife, this 
event will be held at the Trellis 
School in Hunt Valley. For further 
information, please go to http://
www.poacofcentralmd.org. 
 
On Wednesday, February 18, at 
7:00 p.m., the Baltimore County Pub-
lic Schools Office of Special Educa-
tion in conjunction with The Balti-
more-Chesapeake Chapter of the Au-
tism Society of America presents the 
2008-2009 Partnership Project 
Speaker Series. Sensory-Motor Inte-
gration will be presented by Karen 
Greeley, BCPS Physical Therapist 
and Linda Webbert, BCPS Adapted 
Physical Educator. This session will 
help both parents and teachers learn 
about motor imitation, sensory modu-
lation, integration and play. Practical 
tips and sensory integration tech-
niques will be presented. This event is 
to be held at BCPS Greenwood Cam-
pus, ESS Building, Room 114, 6901 
Charles Street in Towson. Registra-
tion is required. For more information 
or to register, call 410-655-7933 or e-
mail RSVP@bcc-asa.org. 
 
The Parenting Center at Anne 
Arundel Community College an-
nounces the following courses: 

· FON 377: ADHD Through the 

Lifespan (Course description: De-
bunk common myths surrounding 
Attention Deficit Hyperactivity 
Disorder. Learn how it is diag-
nosed along with other common 
coexisting conditions. Understand 
how ADHD impacts family life, 
school and peer relations. Discuss 
warning signs, possible treatment 
methods and success stories.) 

· FON 343: Helping Disorganized 
Kids Succeed in School (Course 
description: Struggles over or-
ganization create frequent parent-
child conflicts. Discover how 
brain development may be a rea-
son for disorganization in chil-
dren. Learn practical techniques to 
help children get organized and 
succeed in school. CEUs 
awarded.) 

· FON 312: Controlling Your 
Child’s Behavior (Course descrip-
tion: Develop a personal plan for 
modifying and maintaining behav-
ioral change in your 3- to 12-year-
old child. Identify change factors. 
Discuss the parent as a powerful 
role model influencing child be-
havior. CEUs awarded.) 

· FON 349: The Explosive Child 
(Course description: Examine the 
psychological profile of the non-
compliant child. Learn how to 
direct children away from explo-
sive episodes.Identify common 
parenting mistakes when dealing 
with explosive children. CEUs 
awarded.) 

For further information, course sched-
ule, or to obtain registration materials, 
please call 410-777-2159 or e-mail 
parenting@aacc.edu, or go to http://
www.aacc.edu/parenting. 
 
On Thursday, February 19, at 7:30 
p.m., Anne Arundel County Down 
Syndrome Connection will offer a 
presentation by educational consultant 

and advocate Claudine Knopf at the 
Anne Arundel Medical Center, Sajak 
Pavilion, Room 250C, 2002 Medical 
Parkway in Annapolis. Down Syn-
drome Connection meetings are held 
on the third Thursday of each month 
at 7:30 p.m. Check the web site for 
information about the meeting. For 
more information, visit 
www.downsyndromeconnection.com 
or call 888-279-2279. 
 
On Wednesday, February 25, from 
7:00 – 9:30 p.m., Exceptional Parent 
is sponsoring an online seminar. Join 
a Merrill Lynch financial advisor, a 
third-party special needs trust attor-
ney, and a representative from a third-
party disability organization as they 
discuss the financial, legal, and social 
challenges faced by families like 
yours. Visit www.epliveonline.com to 
access the two convenient formats: a 
live, one-way audio/video streamed 
with e-mail chat, or archived (viewed 
online after the event). Presenters will 
explore the team approach to special 
needs planning; discuss the financial 
challenges facing families of children 
with disabilities and review the key 
elements of an effective financial 
strategy; examine how a special needs 
trust can be used to supplement in-
come and protect quality of life for 
your child with special needs; and 
explain how third-party disability or-
ganizations can play a role in the spe-
cial needs planning process. There is 
no registration fee. For further infor-
mation or to register, go to 
www.epliveonline.org/
ep_20090225_reg.html. 
 
On Thursday, February 26, and 
Friday, February 27, from 8:30 a.m. 
– 3:30 p.m., The Training Institute at 
Abilities Network, 8503 LaSalle 
Road, Towson, will offer a two-day 

(Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 6) 
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training opportunity presented by 
Diane Black, M.Ed. Diane Black has 
been working with students with ASD 
for more than 17 years, has presented 
nationally and internationally, and has 
written a chapter in the book The 
Pyramid Approach to Education in 
Autism. Day 1 will address “Real Life 
Strategies in a Classroom Setting.” 
Participants will learn research-based 
teaching strategies for creating a suc-
cessful classroom for students with 
ASD. Day 2’s topic is “How To 
Teach Our Students!” Participants 
will learn to effectively teach skills to 
their students using research-based 
strategies. Student objectives will be 
broken down into how to teach and 
how to incorporate into functional 
activities across the day. Registration 
information is available at http://
www.paragonconsultservices.com, or 
call 302-995-1577 for more informa-
tion. 
 
Monday—Wednesday, March 2-4, 
the 2009 CMS Money Follows the 
Person Conference “Medicaid: New 
Opportunities for Community Living 
Community Inclusion and Integra-
tion” will be held at the Baltimore 
Marriott Waterfront Hotel. The con-
ference will feature presentations 
from nationally recognized speakers 
from a variety of disciplines. Topics 
include community inclusion for per-
sons living with a disability, innova-
tive ways to increase housing capac-
ity, Medicaid rebalancing, self direc-
tion, and quality management sys-
tems. For further information, please 
contact Johnetta Dorch at 
jdorch@ascellon.com or Nicole Lee 
at nlee@ascellon.com or go to http://
taformfp.com/TAforMFP/
nationalConference.aspx. 
 
On Saturday, March 7, from 8:30 

a.m. – 12:30 p.m., the AACPS Office 
of School & Family Partnerships will 
sponsor a Parent Involvement Confer-
ence titled “The Road to Success Be-
gins at Home” at Anne Arundel Com-
munity College, Pascal Center, 101 
College Parkway in Arnold. The con-
ference is free and open to all parents 
and community members. There will 
be many choices of workshop ses-
sions to attend. Spanish interpretation 
will be available. Please register in 
advance by calling 410-222-5414 or e
-mailing dgross@aacps.org. 
 
Special Needs Advocacy, LLC, in 
partnership with Montgomery College 
Workforce Development and Con-
tinuing Education, presents “Special 
Needs Advocacy Training Institute: 
Everything an Advocate Needs to 
Know.”  This four-session course is 
based on Rich Weinfeld and Michelle 
Davis’s Special Needs Advocacy Re-
source Book and is designed for par-
ents, graduate students and profes-
sionals, and school staff and adminis-
trators. The course will provide an in-
depth understanding of all facets of 
advocacy through supervised practice 
and application of skills, both during 
and between sessions taught by prac-
ticing advocates, attorneys, psycholo-
gists and other related service provid-
ers. Participants will receive individu-
alized feedback from practicing pro-
fessionals. The course schedule is as 
follows: Sundays, March 8, April 26, 
May 3, and May 17, from 8:30 a.m. – 
4:00 p.m. The sessions will be held at 
Montgomery College Silver Spring/
Takoma Park Campus, 7977 Georgia 
Avenue in Silver Spring. CEU Credits 
are available for this graduate level 
course. For further information and 
registration materials, please go to 
http://
specialneedsadvocacyinstitute.com/
advocacy-training.html or call Rich 

Weinfeld at: 301.681.6233 or Mi-
chelle Davis at 301.593.5166. 
 
On Sunday, March 8, from noon-
3:00 p.m., Baltimore’s Child will hold 
its summer camps and summer pro-
grams fair at Crowne Plaza Timonium 
on 2004 Greenspring Drive in Balti-
more. For further information, please 
contact Baltimore’s Child at (410) 
367-5883 or 
info@BaltimoresChild.com. 
 
The Ohio Coalition for the Education 
of Children with Disabilities is imple-
menting Audio Conference Training 
(ACT) . This is a new way to attend 
free Parent Trainings from the com-
fort of your home or office. The fol-
lowing is a current schedule of the 
dates and topics that will be pre-
sented. If you are interested in any of 
these upcoming trainings, please call 
800-374-2806 and let them know you 
want to register for an Audio Confer-
ence Training. A packet of informa-
tion will be sent to you along with the 
call-in number. The schedule is as 
follows: 

· Tuesday, March 17, 11:00 a.m. – 
1:00 p.m.: “Transition Drives the 
IEP” 

· Thursday, April 23, 1:00 – 3:00 
p.m.: “Understanding ADHD” 

· Tuesday, May 12, 10:00 a.m. – 
noon: “Behavior Focused IEPs” 

· Wednesday, June 17, 11:00 a.m. – 
1:00 p.m.: “Is Your Child a Target 
of Bullying?” 

· Thursday, July 30, 10:00 a.m. – 
noon: “Understanding the Evalua-
tion Process” 

For further information, please go to 
http://www.ocecd.org. 
 
On Wednesday, March 18, at 7:00 
p.m., the Baltimore County Public 
Schools Office of Special Education 

(Continued from page 5) 

(Continued on page 7) 
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in conjunction with The Baltimore-
Chesapeake Chapter of the Autism 
Society of America is pleased to pre-
sent continuing education for all edu-
cators, parents, professionals, and 
community members with the 2008-
2009 Partnership Project Speaker 
Series. Titled “Life after elementary 
school: Transition to adolescence,” 
this session will address topics re-
lated to the older student, including 
how to manage behavioral challenges 
as children get older and stronger, 
hormonal changes and sexuality, peer 
relationships and social issues. Held 
at the BCPS Greenwood Campus, 
ESS Building, Room 114, 6901 
Charles Street in Towson, registra-
tion is required for this event. For 
more information or to register, call 
410-655-7933 or e-mail RSVP@bcc-
asa.org. 
 
On Thursday, March 19, from 8:30 
a.m. - 4:30 p.m., The Parents' Place 
of Maryland will sponsor a seminar 
titled, “Wrightslaw: Special Educa-
tion Law and Advocacy” at the Com-
fort Inn Conference Center, 4500 
Crain Highway in Bowie. The 
Wrightslaw Seminar works to pro-
vide accurate, up-to-date information 
about special education law, educa-
tion law, and advocacy for children 
with disabilities. The purpose is to 
educate and inform parents, advo-
cates, attorneys, educators, health 
care providers, and others who repre-
sent the interest of children with dis-
abilities and their families. The train-
ing will cover the following four ar-
eas: 

· An overview of special education 
law, rights and responsibilities 

· Tests and measurements of pro-
gress and regression 

· SMART IEPs 
· Introduction to tactics and strate-

gies for effective advocacy 
For more information about the con-
ference or to register, please contact 
Missy Alexander at the Parents Place 
of Maryland at (800) 394-5694 or 
missy@ppmd.org. Information is 
also available at www.ppmd2.org. 
 
On Friday, March 20, from 7:00 
a.m. – 4:30 p.m., Future Horizons is 
hosting a conference on Autism and 
Asperger’s Syndrome at the Westin 
BWI Airport Hotel, 1110 Old El-
kridge Landing Road in Linthicum. 
This conference will feature presen-
tations by the following speakers: 

· Dr. Temple Grandin: “The way I 
see it: A personal look at autism 
and Asperger’s” 

· Dr. Jed Baker: “No more melt-
downs: Managing behavior in the 
home and classroom” 

· Kim Henry: “How do I teach this 
kid?” 

For further information or to register, 
please go to http://
www.fhautism.com/Conferences/
BaltimoreConference/tabid/149/
Default.aspx or call (800) 489-0727. 
 
On Wednesday, March 25, from 
6:00 – 9:00 p.m., The Arc of Balti-
more will present a free family sup-
port workshop titled “In-home sup-
ports, advocacy, and the DDA wait-
ing list” at the Arc of Baltimore’s 
Seton facility on 6151 Metro Drive in 
Baltimore. Participants will explore 
the array and availability of in-home 
supports, the importance of advo-
cacy, and strategies for becoming an 
effective self-advocate. The work-
shop will also address the DDA wait-
ing list and actions that can be taken 
to reduce it. For further information 
or to RSVP, please contact Becky 
Hartnett at (410) 296-2272 ext 5351 
or bhartnett@arcofbaltimore.org. 

(Continued from page 6) 
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Project Spectrum 
was developed by the 
SketchUp team at 
Google to help peo-
ple with autism take 

advantage of their visual and spatial 
gifts. The idea for Project Spectrum 
originated when Google began get-
ting phone calls and e-mails from 
users telling them about how much 
kids on the autism spectrum were 
enjoying Google’s free 3D modeling 
software, SketchUp. Google part-
nered with the Boulder, Colorado, 
chapter of the Autism Society of 
America, the Boulder Valley School 
District, and the Life Long Learning 
Lab at University of Colorado to pro-
vide children with software and guid-
ance that may help them to express 
an idea or even develop a life skill. 
For further information, go to 
http://www.google.com/educators/sp
ectrum.html. 

ZAC Browser is a free web applica-
tion built for the enrichment of chil-
dren with autism spectrum disorders. 
ZAC Browser is designed to help 
autistic children discover a connec-
tion to their own excellence, and help 
their parents discover a connection to 
other parents of autistic children. 
This is done by providing a unique 
Internet web browser designed spe-
cifically for the use of autistic chil-
dren, and a forum designed to pro-
vide support to their families. For 
further information, please go to 
http://www.zacbrowser.com.  
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Pathfinders for Autism has developed 
a resource document for parents 
which explains Rolling Access 
Funds, how such funds can be ob-
tained, and how they can be used. The 
document is available at http://
www.pathfindersforautism.org/
articleItem.aspx?id=178. 

��!��� �
American Hyperbarics, Inc will pro-
vide Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy 
from March 17 – May 7, 2009, at St. 
Elizabeth Catholic Church, 917 Mon-
trose Road, Rockville. For more in-
formation or to make an appointment, 
please contact American Hyperbarics, 
Inc. at (888) 425-0402 or go to 

www.americanhyperbarics.com. 

� �����"(��!�������(���!���� $����
Project REACH is a National Cen-
ter, funded by the Office of Special 
Education Programs, U.S. Depart-
ment of Education, to work with stu-
dents with intensive social, emotional, 
and behavioral needs, taking the most 
effective interventions from research 
and translating them into easy step-by
-step directions for implementing in 
the home setting. For further informa-
tion, go to http://
www.lehigh.edu=projectreach/parents
-reach/open.htm. 


�"���)��������
Through the Looking Glass recently 
announced its new National Center 

for Parents with Disabilities and 
their Families, funded by NIDRR, 
U.S. Department of Education. The 
Center targets three national popula-
tions: parents with diverse disabili-
ties; family members; and service 
providers and trainees who have a 
particularly critical impact on parents. 
The Center's activities focus on prior-
ity issues facing parents with disabili-
ties and their families: custody and 
parental evaluations; family roles and 
personal assistance; paratransit; and 
intervention with parents with cogni-
tive and intellectual disabilities and 
their children. The overall goal of this 
project is to improve the quality of 
life among parents with disabilities 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Special Olympics Young Athletes 
Program announces tentative prac-
tice dates on alternate Wednesdays in 
2009: February 4, 18, March 4, 18; 
April 1, 15, 29, May 13 and 27. The 
program runs from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. 
at Ruth Parker Eason School and is 
offered for children with special 
needs, ages 3 to 5 years. Parent par-
ticipation is mandatory. A variety of 
materials and equipment, music, and 
movement are used to introduce 
young special-needs children to 
group motor games. There are no 
fees for the program. For more infor-
mation, contact Janis Jank at 
jjank@aacps.org, or Eva Tucholski at 

etucholski@aacps.org. 
 
Bounce Around (899 Airport Park 
Road, Suite L, Glen Burnie) holds 
Pop-in Play Time sessions on Mon-
day, Wednesday, and Friday from 
10:00 a.m. – noon, and on Tuesday 
and Thursday from 9:00 - 11:00 a.m. 
and 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. While these ses-
sions are not solely for children with 
autism spectrum disorders and their 
siblings, the staff has extensive 
knowledge about and experience 
working to meet the needs of chil-
dren with ASD. A quiet room is 
available. For further information, 
call (410) 768-8288. 

��*������������*������������*������������*����������� ���
We have relocated most of our resource section to our web site, www.aaccasa.org. In addi-

tion, past editions of our newsletter can be searched using our site search feature, located on 
the home page. We will feature new additions to the resource section in each month’s newsletter 
and encourage readers to visit our web site to view full listings.  
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and their families. Further informa-
tion about the Center can be found at 
http://lookingglass.org/ncpd/
index.php. 


� ����
A new Yahoo group has just been 
created exclusively for adolescents 
and teens on the autism spectrum,  
offering an opportunity for autistic 
adolescents and teens to interact in a 
supportive, autistic-friendly internet 
environment. It is sponsored by the 
Autistic Self-Advocacy Network, an 
international non-profit organization 
run by and for autistic adults and 
youth, working to advance neurodi-
versity, disability rights, and autistic 
culture. To join you must be on the 
autism spectrum (self-diagnosed indi-
viduals are welcome) and at least 13 
years of age. The list will be closely 
moderated by adults from the Autistic 
Self Advocacy Network to ensure that 
all list content remains legal, age-
appropriate, free of spam and solicita-
tion, and in compliance with the 
group rules. To join the group, visit 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/
ASANTeens, click the “Join this 
group” button, and follow the instruc-
tions. For more information, contact 
list moderator Dora Raymaker at 
dora@aaspireproject.org. 
 
PlaneMath is an internet-based cur-
riculum on math and aeronautics for 
children with disabilities developed in 
cooperation with NASA 

(www.planemath.com). It is designed 
to provide students in grades 4 and 
above with mathematics-based activi-
ties that don't require manipulative 
materials and that increase awareness 
of career opportunities in aeronautics. 
The Applying Flying section has 
word problems that include people 
with disabilities, as well as interviews 
with people with disabilities who are 
working in the field of aeronautics. 
The site also provides instructional 
strategies, a forum for teachers, and 
links to additional resources. 

 
Maryland Community Services Lo-
cator web site is an interactive online 
directory developed to assist profes-
sionals and community members in 
locating community services. It in-
cludes access to disabilities service 
programs. For further information, 
please go to http://www.mdcsl.org.  
 
There is a new web site called File-
FolderFun (www.filefolderfun.com) 
for those of you who are interested in 
file folder games. They also offer you 
the templates for their games so if you 
need to make something more diffi-
cult (or just different) for your kids, 
you can! 
 

��� ���������
The Institute on Community Integra-
tion, University of Minnesota, has 
published “Impact: Feature Issue on 
Employment and Women with Dis-
abilities,” a publication offering per-
sonal stories, strategies, research, and 
resources to enhance employment 
options for girls and women with dis-
abilities. It is available at http://
ici.umn.edu/products/impact/211. 
 
The Joseph P. Kennedy, Jr. Founda-
tion has created an introductory guide 
to how policy, focused on people with 
disabilities, is made at the national 
level. For further information, go to 
http://www.jpkf.org/JPKF-Policy-
Guide/index.htm. 
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We have available autism awareness merchandise, 
including puzzle ribbon lapel pins and car magnets, 
autism puzzle piece bracelets and wristbands, and 
many other wonderful items. They can be purchased 
at our meetings or by using the order forms at 
www.aaccasa.org. 

We participate in affiliate programs with Future 
Horizons and Autism Asperger Publishing Com-
pany. When you access their web sites through the 
links at www.aaccasa.org, our chapter receives a 
portion of the price of your purchases. 

The Garyworld  online store (www.café press.com/
garyworld) promotes the original artwork of chapter 
member Gary Schmedes Jr., including such charac-
ters as Monster Chicken and his girlfriend, Mon-
strous Hen. Gary and his family are generously do-
nating a portion of the profit from the sale of these 
items to our chapter.  
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Beth Strasnick, one of our 
chapter members and the par-
ent of a child with autism, has 
initiated a fundraising effort to 
help our chapter’s awareness, 
education, support, and advo-
cacy efforts.  

 
Beth has committed to donate $250 to AACC-
ASA for every referral through our group that 
results in a sale, and to increase the donation to 
$500 if she sells your home and helps you buy a 
new home. 
 

 Beth Strasnick 
Century 21 Results Realty 

7231 Ritchie Highway, Suite A, Glen Burnie 
Cell  (410) 294-7723 

Office (410) 590-1395 
Estrasnick@aol.com 


