
�������������	
�����	
������
���
����������
	�����
 �������	��

�������
�����������	
�����
� � �

������������
� ��

�	
�������
� ��

�������
� ��

�����
����������
���
� ��

����
��������������
���
� ��

����
��	���������
� ��

������������������������
� � �

 ������
������!��
�����	����
� � �

����������
� ��
· ��������������"������

���"������
������������"�
��������"���
�����#�
����
����#�
�����������"�
���
��$
�����"�������"�
������
�����"��%�
���
�
���"������
��"��
�����

�

��	
����
���
�
�����
�#�&
��
���'(�
()**��+�+�
���	� 
������
������	����

�

 ����,��������-�./*0  
Millersville, MD 21108 

10.*2�3'/�44**�
���+

��
�
+����

Co-Presidents’ Message / Linda Carter-Ferrier and Alison Hamilton�
������������������������

On the first day of Christmas, autism gave to me … hours of stimming on 
our well-lit tree (cue festive holiday tune here). 

Some of us (read: Alison) could not help but wonder whether national 
ASA’s number selection was a coincidence when we read “Twelve Tips for 
Helping People with Autism and Their Families Have a Happy Holiday,” 
available on the national ASA web site. Of course, before we could properly 
concentrate on the article’s substance, it became extremely important to come 
up with the perfect line to parody the first day of Christmas. Newsletter dead-
lines – and, indeed, our ability to focus – were unimportant until satire was 
complete. (Sound familiar?) Once we were able to concentrate, we found the 

tips overall were worth sharing. While not taking our kids to 
crowded shopping malls on Black Friday seemed like a no-
brainer, the strategies for issues like perseverating on desired 
gifts and the social give-and-take of gift-giving provided 
worthwhile food for thought. 
Very few media outlets miss the opportunity to publish or 
broadcast stories about how to make the holidays better. We 
decided we should be no exception, though we hope no one 
will mind that we are borrowing our content from others. Tis 
the season, after all – we have holiday letters to fill with tales 
of our family’s quirks. 
· The aforementioned twelve tips from National ASA are 
available at http://www.autism-society.org/site/PageServer?
pagename=holiday_tips 
· Keeping holiday expectations realistic is the main theme in 
this article from About.com: http://autism.about.com/od/

copingwithautism/f/holidayfaq.htm 
· As part of their autism awareness campaign, Discovery Toys has a selec-

tion chart, broken down by skill, that can be used with their catalogs to 
help friends and family choose gifts for ASD kids. Check it out at http://
www.discoverytoysinc.com/AutismtoyChartFall08.pdf 
Speaking of decking the halls, our thanks to parents Teresa Rimel and 

Jennie Hannebohn, who presented the autism awareness activities they have 
developed at Point Pleasant Elementary School and shared the posters, hand-
outs, and other displays they have used. They have agreed to share their ma-
terials through our chapter web site. Our board is also in the process of iden-
tifying ways to help parents and schools obtain funding to develop and imple-
ment autism awareness activities of their own; watch for more information in 
upcoming newsletters. 

The Voice 
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Events: Our online calendar provides 
updated information about the many 
autism-related and disability-related 
activities and events in our local area. 
It can be accessed at http://
www.aaccasa.org/calundur.htm. 
Support: Our chapter networking/
support/resource guide, available at 
http://www.aaccasa.org/images/
NetworkingGuide11-07.pdf, consists 
of a list of chapter member volunteers 
who are available to provide informa-
tion and assistance to family mem-
bers, friends, professionals, and ser-

vice providers. If you are a paid mem-
ber and have experience with any of 
the topics and would like to provide 
information and assistance, please 
contact Alison Hamilton at (410) 451-
8015 or hamiltonal@verizon.net. 
Staying informed: Subscribe to our e-
mail action alert by sending a mes-
sage through www.aaccasa.org. It is 
an easy way to learn the latest infor-
mation about federal, state, and local 
legislative initiatives, lobbying ef-
forts, or other action items related to 
autism and disabilities. 
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held on the last Tuesday evening of 
each month (August - November and 
January - May) at the Ruth Parker 
Eason School, 648 Old Mill Road, 
Millersville. Meetings begin at 7:00 
p.m. with introductions and general 
announcements, along with time for 

open discussion. A refreshment break 
is followed by a discussion led by the 
guest presenter. Ample time is al-
lowed for questions and follow-up 
discussion, as well as further opportu-
nity for group support and socializa-
tion. New members and new ideas are 
always welcome! 

��������������������������������������������������������������������� ���

New families: Our “Where to Start” 
brochure provides local resource in-
formation for families of children 
newly diagnosed with an autism spec-
trum disorder or families who are new 
to our area. It is available on our web-
site at www.aaccasa.org or by calling 
our chapter phone line at (410) 923-
8800. 
Chapter library: Our lending library 
is located at the Partners for Success 
Resource Center, Oakwood Elemen-
tary School, Portable “B”, 330 Oak 

Manor Drive, Glen Burnie. To see a 
full listing of the items available from 
our lending library, as well as related 
items available from the Partners for 
Success library, please go to 
www.aaccasa.org. To request an item, 
please contact Partners for Success at 
(410) 222-3805 or partnersforsuc-
cess@aacps.org. They will provide 
information about the various ways in 
which library materials can be ob-
tained. 
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Catherine Faherty's Understanding 
Death and Illness: An Interactive 
Guide for Individuals with Autism or 
Asperger’s and their Loved Ones fills 
a gap in autism book offerings by giv-
ing parents and caregivers 
a concrete method for 
working through an in-
credibly overwhelming 
and abstract concept. 
Death is extremely diffi-
cult for both neuro-typical 
individuals and those with 
ASDs. Based on the au-
thor’s dedication and 
comments she makes 
throughout, it sounds as if 
writing this book served 
as a source of comfort for Faherty. 

As a parent of a six-year-old child 
on the spectrum, I found Faherty’s 
tips for adapting her text for young 
children or low-functioning adults to 
be extremely helpful. Taking photo-
graphs figure prominently into her 
tips, and I would agree with this 
method whole-heartedly. Photo-

graphs—presenting life in pictures 
paired with basic text—has been an 
extremely effective method for con-
veying essential information to my 
son.  

Faherty’s book is equally 
helpful for someone with 
Asperger’s who craves 
details, facts, and figures 
as it is for someone on 
the other end of the broad 
autism spectrum. She 
suggests implementing 
TEACCH Structured 
Teaching activities for 
those whose cognitive 
skills are significantly 
below average—those 

who will need further reinforcement 
in the form of picture schedules to 
understand that life will go forward 
even after a loved one has died.  

Another key feature of Faherty’s 
book that makes it an excellent choice 
is the interactive, workbook format. It 
gives individuals with autism the op-
portunity to work through their 

thoughts and feelings by checking off 
the applicable boxes and writing 
down some thoughts or questions—if 
they want to do so. 

Although this book is very spe-
cific, it is appropriate for all ages 
(with some modifications). Every per-
son has to face death at one point or 
another in their lifetime. Kudos to 
Catherine Faherty for tackling this 
difficult subject, and giving us a gem 
of a book that offers wisdom and con-
crete tools for helping those we love 
with ASDs to manage this topic and 
ultimately reach a level of under-
standing and acceptance of death. 

Understanding Death and Illness: 
An Interactive Guide for Individuals 
with Autism or Asperger’s and their 
Loved Ones by Catherine Faherty is 
published by Future Horizons. You 
may borrow this book from our chap-
ter’s lending library, or you may pur-
chase it from the publisher. Their web 
site is www.FHautism.com. 

Christine Ambrose, parent/board 
member 

#��$���%��&'�#��$���%��&'�#��$���%��&'�#��$���%��&'������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� ����

��������	�
+++��������%���� ��������#� '
���(��)�� #������������
�����
�������������
����������������� ����	
�����

��	���	���+��

?���� 	
�
�
�*��� #�
���
����������
���8������7���@����������������
� ���#��������
�����	���
��������������	�������#��	��	��
������A'B/+�

?�����
�������������������������
�����  
���

�+���
� #��	��
�����
������
��������	��������
���
���
����A.#***���������	
����+�

#
���
�����
,���,����-

��.��)������
�
���
�& +�



PAGE 4 THE VOICE DECEMBER 08 

 

On Saturday, December 13, from 
10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m., the Friends 
of Early Childhood Intervention will 
host a free holiday party at the Com-
munity United Methodist Church, 
1690 Reidel Road in Crofton. This is a 
family event that will include games 
and crafts for kids. Please bring a dish 
to share. For further information, con-
tact Carolyn Fiume at (410) 695-2748. 
 
On Saturday, December 13, from 
2:00 – 5:00 p.m., the Abilities Net-
work’s Family Empowerment Net-
work will host a special family event 
at Lifetime Fitness, 7220 Lee DeFor-
est Drive in Columbia. Families are 
invited to swim, play games in the 
gym, and have a slice of pizza. Please 
RSVP to Kelly Dunning at (443)562-
4772, or kdun-
ning@abilitiesnetwork.org. 
 
On Wednesday, December 31, from 

8:30 p.m. – 1:30 a.m., Caring Com-
munities will host a Charm City 
Countdown Charity Ball at Sports 
Legend Museum and Geppi’s Enter-

tainment Museum at Camden Yards in 
Baltimore. For further information or 
to make reservations, please go to 
http://www.charmcitycountdown.com. 

�%�����%�����%�����%��������
���!���"��#��������
Monthly events for individuals with ASD 
and their families: 
Play time at Bounce Around: On the 
third Wednesday of every month, Bounce 
Around on Airport Park Road in Glen Burnie will hold four 
sessions at 1:00 p.m., 2:00 p.m., 5:30 p.m., and 6:30 p.m. for children with 
autism spectrum disorders and their siblings. A quiet room is available. 
Reservations are required. Call (410) 768-8288. 

· 2008 date: Wednesday, December 17. 
Book club: On the third Thursday of the month, from 6:30 – 8:00 p.m., 
Book Friends will hold their meeting at the public library on McKinsey 
Road in Severna Park. Participants with and without disabilities age 18 or 
older are welcome. For further information or to reserve a seat, contact 
Chrystal Irving at (443) 867-7032 or Rebecca Raggio at (410) 923-5751. 

· 2008 date: Thursday, December 18.  
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Maryland Therapeutic Riding 
(MTR)  will offer an 8-week Winter 
Session of riding lessons for individu-
als with disabilities of all ages from 
January 6 to February 28. This thera-
peutic riding program is designed to 
address a wide range of physical, 
mental, and emotional disabilities. 
Riders experience increased self-
confidence and improvement in 
strength, balance, coordination, atten-
tion span, language, and social skills. 
MTR instructors are trained in thera-
peutic riding to address each rider’s 
particular rehabilitation needs during 
each 45-minute lesson. Rider applica-

tion packet and registration form are 
at http://www.horsesthatheal.org/
rider_enrollment.html. Interested 
families and individuals may sign up 
through December 31.For further in-
formation, please call 410-923-1187 
or e-mail Kelly Shepstone at 
kelly@mtrinc.org. 
 
Anne Arundel County Recreation 
and Parks Adaptive Recreation 
Programs will offer the following 
programs for the Winter Session 
(session begins January, 2009). The 
schedule is as follows: 
After school recreation (ages 5 -18) at 

Central Special and Ruth Eason 
Teen club (ages 13 and up) at Ruth 
Eason and Central Special 
Adult social club (ages 19 and up) at 
North County Recreation Center 
Saturday recreation program (ages 6 – 
16) at Ruth Eason and Central Special 
Adaptive movement (ages 5 – 10) at 
North County Recreation Center 
For further information or to obtain 
registration materials, please contact 
Wendy Scarborough at 410-222-7313 
ext 3554 or go to http://
www.aacounty.org/recparks.  

��������������"��(���������������"��(���������������"��(���������������"��(�� ���

On Wednesdays from 6:00 – 9:00 
p.m., The Gaming Club Too will of-
fer weekly social skills opportunities 
at the Severna Park Community Cen-
ter, 623 Baltimore-Annapolis Boule-
vard, Severna Park (corner of B & A 
Blvd and Cypress Creek Road), in 

Room M2. This program will include 
group discussions, facilitated friend-
ships, community involvement, or-
ganizational support, game time, as 
well as pizza and soda. Participants 
should bring games for two or more 
players. The cost is $125 per month, 

and is run by Joe Dickson with a sup-
port staff of counselors/facilitators 
(8:1 ratio of supervision). Please con-
tact Joe for further information at 443
-690-3560, or by e-mail at joedick-
sonbc@yahoo.com or jdick-
son@hannahmore.org. 

����� ��$�  �����"��(������ ��$�  �����"��(������ ��$�  �����"��(������ ��$�  �����"��(�� ���

The Victoria University of Welling-
ton Human Ethics Committee (New 
Zealand) is seeking parents to com-
plete a survey about the educational 
priorities  they have for their children 
with developmental disabilities. The 
survey consists of a list of skills (e.g., 
self-care, communication) for each 
item; parents are asked to indicate 
their child’s ability level and how 

much of a priority acquisition of this 
skill is to the parent. They will also be 
asked to provide some basic demo-
graphic information about themselves 
and their child.  The results will pro-
vide important new information that 
can be used to inform the content of 
educational programming for children 
with developmental disabilities. The 
survey can be accessed at: https://

www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?
sm=PPz22c4lhFLHZIAnkWEbNg_3d
_3d. For further information, please 
contact Professor Jeff Sigafoos, 
School of Educational Psychology & 
Pedagogy, Victoria University of 
Wellington, at 
jeff.sigafoos@vuw.ac.nz.  
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On Wednesday, December 10, 
from10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m., the Arc 
of Baltimore and the Parents Place of 
Maryland will sponsor a workshop 
entitled “Resolving conflicts in spe-
cial education” at the Arc of Balti-
more on 7215 York Road. This work-
shop will cover information about 
understanding how to resolve con-
flicts when they arise in special edu-
cation; understanding the difference 
between resolution sessions, media-
tion, and due process hearings; and 
understanding the process for filing 
for mediation and due process. For 
further information or to register, con-
tact Joseph Anastasio at 410-296-
2272 x 5346 or janasta-
sio@arcofbaltimore.org.  
 
On Wednesday, December 10, from 
6-8 p.m., the Army Community Ser-
vice’s Exceptional Family Member 
Program will sponsor a presentation 
entitled “Person-center approach to 
special needs planning.” This event is 
to be held at the Army Community 
Service office, 830 Chilsholm Ave-
nue, Ft. Meade, and is open to the 
public. For further information or to 
register, please call (301) 677-4122. 
 
On Wednesday, December 10, from 
7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., The Kennedy 
Krieger Institute’s Adolescent Transi-
tion Lecture Series will offer a pres-
entation on “Taking care of yourself 
from a mind/body perspective.” Pre-
sented by Lana Warren, Senior Vice 
President of Clinical Programs at 
Kennedy Krieger, this lecture will be 
held at Kennedy Krieger Institute’s 
Greenspring Campus, 3825 Green-
spring Avenue, Bowles Building 
Board Room. This series is sponsored 
by the Maryland Department of 
Health and Mental Hygiene, Office 
for Genetics and Children with Spe-
cial Health Care Needs and the Mary-

land Center for Development Dis-
abilities at Kennedy Krieger Institute. 
To confirm attendance and for more 
information, please call Jenny Jones 
at 443-923-2790 or 800-390-3372, or 
email Resource-
Finder@kennedykrieger.org. 
 
On Friday, December 12, from 7:30 
a.m. – 3:30 p.m. at the Sheraton 
Reston Hotel, 11810 Sunrise Valley 
Drive, Reston, VA, Health Ed. will 
sponsor a workshop by Deborah Lip-
sky, M.Ed on “Emerging sexuality in 
adolescents with autism and As-
pergers: An insider’s perspective.” 
Ms. Lipsky presents seminars on un-
derstanding autism from an insider’s 
viewpoint. Diagnosed in 2005 with 
high functioning autism, she is a for-
mer board member of the Autism So-
ciety of Maine, and the 2006 recipient 
of a Temple Grandin Award for 
“outstanding success in her life, 
thereby being an inspiration to oth-
ers.” Her message of inspiration, de-
livered with a delightful sense of hu-
mor, makes her a highly sought after 
motivational and educational speaker. 
Before the day is out, Deborah will 
have you understanding what it is like 
to be autistic. For further information 
or to register, please go to https://
www.health-ed.com/
semRegister.php?semID=493 or con-
tact Health Ed at 800-839-4584. 
 
On Tuesday, January 6, from 6:30 
to 8:00 p.m., the Division of Special 
Education, AACPS, Partners for Suc-
cess AACPS, and The Arc of the 
Central Chesapeake Region will offer 
a free workshop about Financial Plan-
ning at the Woods Memorial Church, 
611 Baltimore Annapolis Blvd., Fel-
lowship Hall in Severna Park. This 
workshop is part of the Life Transi-
tion Series. For more information, or 
to register, please email or call one of 

the following persons: Michele 
Dilegge, Division of Special Educa-
tion, AACPS: mdilegge-
goldfein@aacps.org, 410-222-5481, 
Katy Schieman, Partners for Success: 
kshieman@aacps.org, 410-222-3805, 
or Jessica Dicus, The Arc of the Cen-
tral Chesapeake Region: 
jdicus@thearcccr.org, 410-268-8085. 
 
On Thursday, January 8, from 6-8 
p.m., the Army Community Service’s 
Exceptional Family Member Program 
will sponsor a presentation entitled 
“Special education law overview” at 
the Army Community Service office, 
830 Chilsholm Avenue, Ft. Meade. 
This event is open to the public. For 
further information or to register, 
please call (301) 677-4122. 
 
On Tuesday, January 13, from 8:30 
a.m. – 4:00 p.m., the Maryland Coali-
tion for Inclusive Education (MCIE) 
will sponsor a presentation about 
Functional Behavior Assessment at 
The Meeting House, 5885 Robert 
Oliver Place, Village of Oakland 
Mills in Columbia. Led by Joe Gen-
try, Ph.D. and the Southwest Autism 
Research and Resource Center, this 
presentation will discuss identifying 
the reasons behind difficult behaviors 
and developing effective behavior 
support plans.  For further informa-
tion or to register, please contact 
MCIE at (410) 859-5400 or 
mcie@mcie.org. 
 
The Anne Arundel County Public 
Schools Partners for Success Re-
source Center will present a work-
shop on the Individualized Education 
Program (IEP) process to be offered 
at various sites throughout the county. 
Facilitated by Christine Mason-
Giardini, Katy Schieman, and Debbie 
Wetzel, the presentation is entitled 

(Continued on page 8) 
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“How to Be an I.E.P. (Informed Ef-
fective Parent) Team Member.” The 
schedule is as follows:  

· Tuesday, January 13, from 7:00 
p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at Annapolis 
Middle School, 13999 Forest 
Drive, Annapolis 

· Thursday, January 15, from 7:00 
p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at Central Ele-
mentary School, 130 Stepney 
Lane, Edgewater 

This presentation will discuss how 
IEP team members (parents and the 
school system) have an opportunity to 
combine their special areas of exper-
tise and jointly craft an appropriate 
education program for the student. 
They will also discuss how to in-
crease your knowledge of the school 

systems' procedures while learning 
skills in organizing and presenting 
observations about your child, and 
enhancing your role as an informed 
and active participant in the special 
education process.  For more informa-
tion and to confirm attendance, please 
call Debbie or Katy at the Partners for 
Success Resource Center at 410-222-
3805 or email at partnersforsuc-
cess@aacps.org. 
 
On Wednesday, January 14, from 
10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m., the Arc of 
Baltimore and the Parents Place of 
Maryland will sponsor a workshop 
entitled “Extended School Year Ser-
vices” at the Arc of Baltimore, 7215 
York Road. For further information or 
to register, contact Joseph Anastasio 

at 410-296-2272 x 5346 or janasta-
sio@arcofbaltimore.org.  
 
On Saturday, January 31, from 
10:00 a.m. –12:00 p.m., Janelle M. 
Love, MD, Functional Medicine Phy-
sician will offer an ADHD & Autism 
seminar entitled "Why our children 
are so sick & What Parents and 
Teachers Can Do About it Now." 
This seminar will be held at the Uni-
versity of Maryland, 6865 Deer Path 
Rd. in Elkridge. Dr. Love will discuss 
the prevalence of ADHD and Autism, 
genetics, biochemistry, immune sys-
tem issues, and toxic loads. To regis-
ter, please call Chasity Robinson at 
800-288-0383.  

(Continued from page 7) 
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Visit the online art ex-
hibit sponsored by Na-
tional ASA, featuring 
these and other works by 
artists affected by au-
tism. Visit 
http://www.autism-
soci-
ety.org/site/PageServer?pagename=art_exhibit to view the 
exhibit or upload artwork. 

&���
�"����������
����'��##���'����
����	
�
�������'� Looking for something from a previous newsletter? Scroll to the bottom of our home 
page and use our Google site search tool to find it. 
,
'� Find our meetings with Mapquest or consult our online calendar for autism-related events .  
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Autism Spectrum Disorder support 
group of Southern Maryland 

· Web site: www.orgsites.com/md/
asd supportgroupofsomd 

· Contact: Terri at (301) 862-7235 
or griestbeary@verizon.net or 
Jennifer at (301) 997-0794 or 
johnjenb@md.metrocast.net,  

Arc of Baltimore support group for 
parents and caregivers of children 
with developmental disabilities 

· Contact: Katrina Clemons at (410) 
296-2272 ext. 5353 or 
clemons@arcofbaltimore.org. 

Adult Autism Resource Group 
· Contact: Linda Pearl at (410) 769-

9500. 
Autism-Asperger Association of 
Calvert County support group 

· Contact: (410) 326-5050 or 
AAACC@asdcalvert.org. 

Autistic Self Advocacy Network - 
Baltimore chapter 

· Web site: http://
aspergers.meetup.com/256/
calendar/7207155 or 
www.autisticadvocacy.org  

· Contact: Ari Ne’eman at (732) 
763-5530 or 
info@autisticadvocacy.org. 

Anne Arundel County Asperger 
Syndrome support group 

· Web site: www.aacaps.org 
· Contact: Sue Hayward at (410) 

544-6661 . 
Asperger Syndrome and autism spec-
trum disorders support group 

· Web site: http://
aspergers.meetup.com/243. 

The Army Exceptional Family Mem-
ber Program’s monthly support group 
meetings at Ft. Meade 

· Contact: Caraline Someck or 
Valerie Stanislaus at (301) 677-
5590 or efmp.fggm@gmail.com. 

Abilities Network epilepsy support 
group 

· Contact: Danielle Wright at (301) 
392-3554 ext. 210. 

Baltimore Chesapeake Chapter of the 
Autism Society support group 

· Web site: www.bcc-asa.org  
· Contact: (410) 655-7933. 

Calvert County special needs support 
group 

· Web site: www.co.cal.md.us/
residents/parks/therapeutic 

· Contact: Call Therapeutic 
Recreation office at (410) 535-
1600 ext. 2542. 

Free-Mealers, a support group for 
those following a gluten-free/casein-
free diet or wanting to learn more 
about it.  

· Web site: http://
health.groups.yahoo.com/group/
Free-Mealers 

· Contact: Anna at 
annaletaw@comcast.net  

Holistic Moms Network 
· Web site: www.holisticmoms.org  
· Contact: Cassandra Alls at cbsun-

shine@mac.com or (443) 995-
2622. 

Howard County Asperger’s support 
group 

· Contact: Elaine McAuliffe at 
(410) 730-0068. 

· Howard County Autism Society 
support group 

· Web site: www.howard-
autism.org  

· Contact: (410) 290-3466. 
Parent support group for children with 
disabilities and developmental disor-
ders 

· Contact: Frankly Communicating 
Speech Language Therapy at 
(410) 871-2990. 

Parents of Autistic Children (POAC) 
of Central Maryland offers training, 
support, and advocacy resource for 
families regarding Applied Behavior 
Analysis (ABA) programs for chil-
dren with autism.  

· Web site: 

www.poacofcentralmd.org. 
Southern Anne Arundel County au-
tism support group 

· Contact: Tammy LeBow at (410) 
336-6104. 

Sensory Processing Disorder parent 
support group 

· Contact: OT Ventures at (443) 
812-6396 or ot_ventures 
@hotmail.com. 

Support group for parents of students 
with disabilities 

· Contact: Bob Brown at (443) 881-
2034 or 
rbrown@hannahmore.org. 

���!��"�
Lend4Health facilitates community-
based, interest-free “micro-loans” as a 
creative funding option for individu-
als seeking optimal health. Currently, 
Lend4Health is facilitating loans for 
the biomedical treatment of children 
and adults with autism spectrum dis-
orders. For further information, please 
go to http://lend4health.blogspot.com.  

***  
Talk About Curing Autism (TACA) 
has a new Family Scholarship 
Grants program that was developed 
to help families who are pursuing 
treatment for their children with au-
tism, but are struggling to find the 
funding. For further information 
about the grants, including the eligi-
bility criteria, please go to http://
www.talkaboutcuringautism.org/fic/
family-scholarship-grants.htm.  

***  
Heroes With Handicaps, Inc. is a 
nonprofit organization founded for 
the purpose of providing financial 
assistance for children with autism 
whose parents are serving or have 
retired from military service. Cur-
rently, there is financial assistance 
available for applicants. Applications 
are available at 

(Continued on page 10) 
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www.heroeswithhandicaps.org. 

�������!�����������
Pamela Compart and Dana Laake, 
authors of “The Kid-Friendly ADHD 
and Autism Cookbook”, a guide to 
the gluten-free, casein-free diet, have 
three articles that can be downloaded 
for free (click the links below): 

· “School Lunches for Kids With 
ASD: Delicious, Healthy & Possi-
ble”  

· “5 Back to School Lunch Ideas”  
· “One Person’s Yummy Food Is 

Another Person’s Yucky Food” 
The book features two parts: “Get 
Ready! Get Set!” explains how you 
can accomplish these types of diets 
and why they work, and “Go’“ in-
cludes a wide variety of kid-friendly 
recipes that are all gluten- and casein-
free, including simple recipes for 
dressings, condiments, and sauces. 
You’ll also find recipes that are soy-, 
corn-, and egg-free for the child with 
multiple food sensitivities. 

***  
Fairfax County (Virginia) Public 
Schools, in collaboration with the 
American Celiac Disease Alliance 
(ACDA), has developed a gluten-free 
lunch menu. For further information 
about the menu, please go to 
www.americanceliac.org/
studentscd.htm, and click on GF 
School Menu.  

���!�����
“The Transporters” is a new DVD 
that helps young children on the au-
tism spectrum to recognize and under-
stand emotions. For further informa-
tion, please go to http:/
www.thetransporters.com or contact 
Claire Harcup with Changing Media 
Development at 
c.harcup@thetransporters.com. 

***  
Reading Rocks is a reading program 

for children with autism that teaches 
reading using visual, hands-on active 
lessons. It requires no oral responses; 
words are taught with manipulatives, 
flashcards, and cut-and-paste work-
sheets. Each kit features colorful 
magnets, laminated magnetic flash-
cards, and three full binders of activi-
ties of increasing difficulty. The pro-
gram is structured for visual memory 
and kinesthetic learning, and was de-
signed by a former teacher through 
trial-and-error in her own special-
needs classroom. For further informa-
tion, go to 
www.readingreallyrocks.com or con-
tact Jill Duffy at 877-730-9676. 

***  
Jen Merheb, the parent of a child with 
an autism spectrum disorder, has cre-
ated a convenient journal that allows 
parents to keep track of medications 
and supplements, treatment program 
schedules, activities, appointments, 
and contacts. The daily log lets par-
ents note what they did that day, write 
observations, track symptoms and 
progress, make notes to their child’s 
doctor, monitor changes, record spe-
cial moments, and much more. Fur-
ther information is available at 
www.sunflowerbee.com. As a special 
promotion, Jen is offering $2.00 off 
the price (use code SAVE2 when pur-
chasing online). 

***  
Karl Smith, creator of the DT Trainer, 
has created the first specially-
designed player for video modeling, 
called the Activity Trainer . The Ac-
tivity Trainer allows users to create 
their own activities, and a Skills Li-
brary is being developed that includes 
skills in the categories of academic, 
daily living, communicating non-
verbal initiation, recreation, social 
skills, and speech. The goal is to pro-
vide an easy-to-use and affordable 
tool that makes video modeling prac-

tical for school and home. For further 
information, or to view a short video 
about the Activity Trainer, go to 

(Continued from page 9) 

(Continued on page 11) 
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The following 
books and videos are 

recent additions to the 
Partners for Success Re-

source Center and our 
chapter’s lending library: 

· “Intricate Minds II: Under-
standing elementary school 
classmates with Asperger 
Syndrome” by Coulter Video 
(DVD) 

· “Model Me Kids: I can do 
it” (DVD) 

· “Model Me Kids: Model me 
conversation cues” (DVD) 

· “Model Me Kids: Model me 
friendship” (DVD) 

· “Model Me Kids: Model me 
tips and tricks” (DVD) 

· “Model Me Kids: Time for a 
playdate” (DVD) 

· “Rules” by Cynthia Lord 
· “Spec Tales: Social Stories for 

Kids with Autism and Related 
Disorders: Using the Potty 
(for Boys)”  
 The library is housed in the 

Partners for Success office at 
Oakwood Elementary (portable 
B) in Glen Burnie. To access ma-
terials, you can visit in person, 
call (410) 222-3805, or e-mail 
Partnersforsuccess@aacps.org. 
Materials can be delivered to your 
child’s school and sent home via 
‘backpack mail.’ Visit http://
aaccasa.org/library.htm for de-
tails, and to view our list of mate-
rials. 
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www.dttrainer.com/atpromovideo.  In 
addition, a free 30-day trial is avail-
able at www.dttrainer.com.  

***  
Model Me Kids has released a 
Teaching Manual and Student Work-
book for use with its video modeling 
DVD “Time for School.”  The Time 
for School DVD demonstrates social 
skills by modeling peer behavior such 
as listening to the teacher, sharing, 
sitting quietly, taking turns, showing 
interest in others, and playground be-
havior.  Designed as a teaching tool 
for children and teenagers with Au-
tism and Asperger Syndrome, Model 
Me Kids videos are used by parents, 
teachers, and therapists. The Time for 
School Teaching Manual contains 
lesson plans for each of the DVD 
chapters as well as At-Home activities 
to help support generalization.  The 
Student Workbook has worksheets 
and activities to reinforce the lessons 
from the DVD. Teachers may use the 
materials as the foundation for build-
ing a social skills curriculum.  Parents 
can use the materials to help structure 
home-based social skills instruction. 
For more information about social 
skills training resources from Model 
Me Kids, visit their website at 
www.modelmekids.com.  

***  
An animation studio in the United 
Kingdom has released a commercial 
cartoon series and computer game 
designed for young children on the 
autism spectrum. The Space Place, 
made by Catalyst Video Ltd, features 
12 computer-animated stories focus-
ing on the link between emotions and 
facial expression. Eight characters, all 
lunar vehicles, come to life after their 
space museum closes its doors for the 
night. The animation series is narrated 
by Rob Rackstraw, the voice behind 
Bob the Builder’s Spud. The DVD’s 

Fun ‘n’ Games menu allows children 
to play four interactive games. A CD-
ROM game is included with the 
DVD, allowing kids to play Spot the 
Face, a game for recognizing emo-
tions. The set also includes a pack of 
color-coded playing cards, each illus-
trated with a character and emotion. 
Instructions are included so that par-
ents can use the cards for a number of 
educational games. For further infor-
mation, go to www.spaceplace.tv. 

� �����"-��!�������-���!���� �$����
TACA (Talk About Curing Autism) 
has developed a document about 

insurance coverage for autism 
treatments. It is available in pdf for-
mat at http://www.tacanow.org/
resources/autism-insurance/insurance-
coverage-for-autism.pdf and in its 
original form (with clickable links to 
further resources) at http://
www.tacanow.org/resources/autism-
insurance/insurance-coverage-for-
biomedical-traditional-
treatments.htm.  

***  
Recognizing the importance of finan-
cial education, particularly for people 
with little or no banking experience, 
The Federal Deposit Insurance Cor-
poration (FDIC) has created Money 
Smart, a training program to help 
adults outside the financial main-
stream enhance their money skills and 
create positive banking relationships. 
The FDIC has also developed a ver-
sion for youth, ages 12 – 20, to help 
them learn the basics of handling 
money and finances. Both versions of 
the curriculum are available in Eng-
lish and in Spanish. The Spanish ver-
sions can be found at www.fdic.gov/
consumers/consumer/moneysmartsp/
index.html, and the English versions 
at www.fdic.gov/consumers/
consumer/moneysmart/index.html. 

***  
The Epilepsy Foundation has a new 
free publication entitled “Legal 
Rights of Children with Epilepsy in 
School & Child Care: An Advocate’s 
Manual.” This publication focuses on 
IEPs and 504 plans, and is relevant to 
many different disabilities despite its 
focus on students with epilepsy/
seizures. It was prepared by Leslie 
Seid Margolis with the Maryland Dis-
ability Law Center and is available at 
https://www.epilepsyfoundation.org/
epilepsylegal/genattyresources.cfm.  

***  
A tool kit on Universal Design for 

(Continued from page 10) 

(Continued on page 12) 
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AutismCares is a consortium of 
leading autism organizations who 
have united to support individuals 
with autism and their families 
during natural disasters and other 
crises. The consortium is com-
prised of Autism Speaks, the 
Daniel Jordan Fiddle Foundation, 
the Doug Flutie Jr. Foundation, 
The Help Group, TACA, Talk 
Autism, Unlocking Autism, 
SafeMinds, and SARRC. Au-
tismCares provides Family Sup-
port Awards of up to $1,500 to 
help families coping with autism 
who have experienced a natural 
disaster; a death, critical illness or 
injury of an immediate family 
member; a loss of home; or a loss 
of job. The funds may be used to 
pay for housing, utilities, insur-
ance premiums, prescriptions, 
day care, automobile repairs, fu-
neral expenses, or other approved 
items. To learn more about the 
consortium and the grant pro-
gram, visit www.autismcares.org.  
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Learning (UDL) is available at 
http://www.osepideasthatwork.org/
UDL/index.asp. The tool kit explains 
how UDL can be applied to teaching 
and assessing students. In a classroom 
using a universally designed curricu-
lum one might find books on tape, 
interactive software, magnifiers or 
highlighted materials. 

***  
A guide about housing and mort-
gages for people with disabilities is 
available at 
www.mortgageloan.com/disabilities. 
It includes information about the five 
important steps in buying a home and 
about financial assistance programs 
that are available for individuals with 
disabilities who want to buy a home. 

***  
Autism Speaks has launched an 
online School Community Tool Kit 
designed to help school administra-
tors talk with their staff about how 
students with autism can best be sup-
ported and included in the school 
community – and recognized as im-
portant contributors – for the better-
ment of all. The kit provides informa-
tion about inclusion of students with 
autism in the school community, 
strategies for intervention and infor-
mation targeted to specific members 
of the school community, including 
administrators, teachers, bus drivers, 
school nurses, custodians, security 
and office staff. To download the free 
tool kit, go to 
http://www.autismspeaks.org/docs/fa

mily_services_docs/sk/School_Comm
unity_Tool_Kit.pdf 

***  
Pathfinders for Autism has a 
“Dining out with autism awareness 
night tool kit” available on their web 
site. It is a step-by-step guide to en-
courage restaurants to welcome fami-
lies of individuals with autism and 
their families. The kit includes advice 
for approaching restaurants; promot-
ing the event; tips for serving indi-
viduals with autism; ideas for gluten-
and casein-free menu items; and sug-
gestions such as reduced background 
music (to accommodate sensory inte-
gration issues), and a quiet area in 
case that is needed. Pathfinders for 
Autism also offers free training (and 
will visit Maryland restaurants in ad-
vance) to ensure a staff comfort level. 
The kit is available at 
www.pathfindersforautism.org/
upload/packet-for-Pathfinders.pdf. 
For more information or to schedule 
training, please contact Rebecca Ri-
enzi, Director of Outreach and Com-
munity Partnerships at (410) 769-
8221 or e-mail rri-
enzi@pathfindersforautism.org. 

***  
Easter Seals and the Autism Society 
of America have partnered together 
to prepare a state-of-the-state report 
of autism legislation in the 50 states, 
the District of Columbia, and Puerto 
Rico. The profiles highlight the num-
ber of children with autism who have 
received the state’s special education 
services, state-mandated insurance 

coverage for autism if available, 
Medicaid services specific for indi-
viduals with autism, educational pro-
grams provided to students with au-
tism or training that focused on au-
tism, special education criteria, other 
state-led resources, and sponsors of 
autism legislation. The reports are 
available at www.autism-society.org/
research_advo_states; the State of 
Maryland report is available at http://
www.autism-society.org/site/
DocServer/
Autism_Maryland_v2.pdf?
docID=9572. 

***  
A publication from the HEATH Re-
source Center entitled “Guidance 
and Career Counselors’ tool kit: 
Advising high school students with 
disabilities on post-secondary op-
tions” contains answers to most fre-
quently asked questions about post-
secondary opportunities for students 
with disabilities. Students and their 
families are encouraged to use the 
tool kit to help guide their transition 
planning for college and career. It is 
available at http://
www.heath.gwu.edu/files/active/1/
Tool kit.pdf. 

***  
The “Special needs planning guide: 
How to prepare for every stage of 
your child’s life” is written by au-
thors who have family members with 
special needs (John Nadworny and 
Cynthia Haddadis). It includes a CD-
ROM that contains a helpful financial 

(Continued from page 11) 

(Continued on page 13) 
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planning timeline and a printable Let-
ter of Intent that lets parents commu-
nicate key information, concerns, and 
desires to future caretakers. The book 
is available through Brookes Publish-
ing. For further information, please go 
to www.brookespublishing.com/store/
books/nadworny-68028/index.htm. 

***  
The IDEA Partnership of the Na-
tional Association of State Directors 
of Special Education has developed 
the Results for Kids: Resources li-
brary . Materials in this library focus 
on models, curricula, practices, pol-
icy, research, tools, and resources de-
signed to improve outcomes for all 
struggling learners, as generated by 
general education, special education, 
and related disciplines. For further 
information, please go to http://
www.ideapartnership.org/rkr.cfm. 

***  
Health care transition is the process of 
helping youth with special health 
needs to be more in charge of their 
own care. The Institute for Child 
Health Policy (ICHP) at the Univer-
sity of Florida has developed several 
health care transition resources, 
including workbooks, training materi-
als, pamphlets, and videos. These ma-
terials are available at no cost at 
http://hctransitions.ichp.ufl.edu. 

***  
Free reproducible language and 
early literacy activities are available  
at http://www.walearning.com. The 
materials are designed to encourage 
parents to interact with their children 
while they are “on the go” to facilitate 
language, early literacy, and positive 
parent-child interactions. The materi-
als include 14 activities and accompa-
nying hints about how to modify the 
activities to meet the specific devel-
opmental needs of the child. 


�"���.�������
Talk About Curing Autism (TACA) 
provides information, resources, and 
support to families affected by au-
tism. For families who have just re-
ceived a diagnosis, TACA aims to 
speed up the cycle time from the au-
tism diagnosis to effective treatments. 
Visit www.tacanow.org for more in-
formation.  

***  
The American Medical Autism 
Board (AMAB) is a board/diplomate 
certification program for medical 
doctors specializing in biomedical 
treatment of autism and related 
disorders. The mission of AMAB is 
to contribute to understanding the 
etiology, diagnosis, and treatment of 
autism spectrum disorders. Medical 
doctors who become certified by the 
AMAB will demonstrate that they 
specialize in biomedical treatment of 
autism spectrum disorders; will have 
met the Board’s high levels of criteria 
for training and experience; and will 
have passed its rigorous certification 
examination. Through its credential-
ing process, AMAB offers both the 
public and private sectors an avenue 
for identifying well-qualified profes-
sionals trained and experienced in the 
biomedical assessment and treatment 
of autism spectrum disorders. For fur-
ther information, contact informa-
tion@asdboards.com or go to 
www.asdboards.org.  

***  
Blessings Unleashed Assistance 
Dogs is a non-profit organization that 
provides personal assistance dogs to 
children with autism and other special 
needs. The mission of Blessings 
Unleashed is to carefully breed and 
select puppies for potential assistance 
dogs, properly train them for their 
future individualized roles, and pro-
vide the recipient with the appropriate 
education and training to utilize and 

care for their assistance dog. If you 
are interested in being a recipient of 
one of these assistance dogs, contact 
Blessings Unleashed Foundation, Ex-
ecutive Director: Dana Emmitt-Hall, 
2820 Bon Ayr Road, Park City KY 
42160 at dana@scrtc.com or 270-
678-5908. They can help provide 
funding resources, grants, fundraising 
ideas, and financing options to help 
defer the expense of the assistance 
dog. 

***  
MAAP Services for Autism and 
Asperger Spectrum is a nonprofit 
organization dedicated to providing 
information and advice to families of 
advanced individuals with Autism, 
Asperger’s Syndrome, and Pervasive 
Developmental Disorder (PDD). 
Through its quarterly newsletter, The 
MAAP, the organization provides the 
opportunity for parents and profes-
sionals to network with others in 
similar circumstances and to learn 
about more advanced individuals 
within the autism spectrum. For fur-
ther information, go to http://
www.asperger.org/
What_Is_Maap.asp. 

***  
The National Youth Leadership 
Network (NYLN) is a youth-driven, 
youth-led organization, made up of 
young leaders with disabilities from 
throughout the United States and its 
territories. NYLN promotes youth 
leadership and education, and teaches 
young people how to advocate. Their 
goal is to make sure that young peo-
ple with disabilities know how to set 
and reach their own goals. The re-
sources they have to offer include : 

· Resource Clearinghouse (http://
nyln.org/Clearinghouse/
resourceclearinghouse.html) pro-
vides materials and information 
about education, employment, 

(Continued from page 12) 

(Continued on page 14) 
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healthcare, disability history/
disability culture, advocacy, pol-
icy, and international exchange 

· Documents from NYLN and 
KASA (http://nyln.org/
Clearinghouse/
resourceclearinghouse.html). 
NYLN and KASA (Kids As Self-
Advocates) are youth-led organi-
zations; KASA is for young peo-
ple who are 13 - 24 years old. 
They worked together to create 
documents on a variety of topics, 
including respectful disability lan-
guage and accessibility and ac-
commodations. 

For further information, go to http://
ww.nyln.org or contact Betsy Valnes, 
NYLN Executive Director, at (866) 
480-6565 or bvalnes@tie.net. 

***  
The Autism Help Network has 
started a national group organization 
for fathers dealing with autism called 
“F.A.C.T. –Fathers of Autism Coa-
lition Team”. For further informa-
tion, please contact cswan-
son@autismhelpforyou.org. 


� ����
A Yahoo group has been created ex-
clusively for adolescents and teens on 
the autism spectrum, offering an op-
portunity for them to interact in a sup-
portive, autistic-friendly internet envi-
ronment. This group is sponsored by 
the Autistic Self-Advocacy Network, 
an international non-profit organiza-
tion run by and for autistic adults and 
youth, working to advance neurodi-
versity, disability rights, and autistic 
culture. Prospective members must be 
on the autism spectrum (self-
diagnosed individuals are welcome) 
and at least 13 years of age. The list 
will be closely moderated by adults 
from the Autistic Self-Advocacy Net-
work to ensure that all list content 

remains legal, age-appropriate, free of 
spam and solicitation, and in compli-
ance with the group rules. To join the 
group, visit http://groups.yahoo.com/
group/ASANTeens, click the “Join 
this group” button, and follow the 
instructions. For more information, 
contact list moderator Dora Raymaker 
at dora@40aaspireproject.org. 

***  
Marylanders can visit a new web 
page, http://
www.problemsolver.maryland.gov, to 
find information on a range of state 
and federal services, from heating and 
energy assistance to employment as-
sistance, including job training and 
unemployment services, as well as 
services to help those living with dis-
abilities. The web page also provides 
a link to an assistance eligibility cal-
culator, which helps Marylanders de-
termine what services they may qual-
ify for, such as food stamps, the Tem-
porary Cash Assistance program, 
Medical Assistance, the Maryland 
Energy Assistance Program, and the 
Electric Universal Service Program, 
among others. 

***  
The Department of Labor’s Office of 
Disability Employment Policy’s 
(ODEP) recently announced its new 
PITCH Campaign - Proving Individu-
als with Talent Can Help. The cam-
paign’s spokesman, Jim Abbott, is a 
former Major League Baseball 
pitcher. Along with ODEP, Jim is 
helping to spread the word about the 
value that people with disabilities 
can bring to the workplace. To learn 
more about PITCH, and get answers 
to your questions about hiring people 
with disabilities and how parents can 
help put their children on the path to 
future employment, go to http://
www.dol.gov/odep/mlb/index.htm. 

***  
DisabilityScoop.com is a web site 

that provides news on matters related 
to developmental disabilities. It in-
cludes news stories that affect every-
day life, useful information and tips, 
full coverage of education, health, 
law, life and money issues directly 
facing the developmental disability 
community. For further information, 
go to www.disabilityscoop.com. 

***  
One Place for Special Needs is a 
web site designed to provide a variety 
of services. Families can find similar 
families in their own neighborhood 
and search by age group and interest 
to set up play dates and social outlets 
for both child and parent. Parents can 
find programs and specialists in their 
area. The ‘Wish List’ feature can be 
used to check off the services families 
want for their child. As providers add 
information, it immediately is sent to 
the parents who checked off those 
services on Wish List. Parents can 
also keep track of their services, 
events, and resource links. For further 
information, go to 
www.oneplaceforspecialneeds.com or 
contact Dawn Villarreal at 
dawn@oneplaceforspecialneeds.com.  

***  
A new web site (www.thedesk.info) 
provides information about Medicaid 
services in all 50 states and the Dis-
trict of Columbia and is designed for 
use by people with disabilities. The 
site includes a feature called ‘My 
Plan,’ which is a web-based, person-
centered planning tool that helps peo-
ple with disabilities identify their life 
dreams and the supports needed to 
achieve them. 

***  
The Autism Research Institute has 
launched an Autism.tv web site 
(www.autism.com/tv) which features 
links to caregiver stories of about 
treatment/intervention and recovery, 

(Continued from page 13) 
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including videos (youTube, short 
films, etc.), on-line video news clips, 
and on-line (written) news stories and 
blog articles published on the Web. 

***  
A topic page titled “Parents Caring 
for Children with Disabilities” has 
been added to the Sloan Work and 
Family Research Network, a web site 
featuring information, teaching re-
sources, and policy data on workforce 
issues. Working families caring for 
children with significant disabilities 
need the support of their employers; 
statistics show that these families 
have both lower employment rates 
and higher rates of poverty. Re-
sources on the topic page include a 
fact sheet, statistics, readings, and 
other information aimed at raising 
awareness and supporting more inclu-
sive and family-friendly workplaces 
and communities. Visit the topic page 
at http://wfnetwork.bc.edu/topic.php?
id=40 or download the new fact sheet 
at http://wfnetwork.bc.edu/pdfs/
Child_Disability.pdf.  

***  
The National Park Service has devel-
oped a web site to aid visitors with 
disabilities and special needs to find 
accessible trails, programs, activities, 
and other features at national park 
units nationwide. Visit the “National 
Parks: Accessible to Everyone” web 
site at 
www.nps.gov/pub_aff/access/index.ht
m to learn about what opportunities 
for park visitors with disabilities and 
special needs. 

***  
Thomas Taylor and Elyse Bruce have 
created a series of free informative 
web seminars/podcasts about autism 
spectrum disorders. Topics to date 
have included autism, Asperger Syn-
dome and autism spectrum disorders; 
web resources and forum communi-

ties; special feature interviews; par-
enting; and bullying. For further in-
formation, please go to http://
mic.mypodcast.com. 

***  
The Maryland Department of Dis-
abilities (MDOD) recently launched 
its new website at 
www.mdod.maryland.gov. The goal 
of the new site is to be a model for 
accessibility, providing an efficient 
and direct method to essential infor-
mation about disability resources and 
services throughout the state. 

��� ���������
Magazines: 

· The Autism File magazine, a 
long-established and leading inter-
national journal covering all as-
pects of autism, is now publishing 
an edition for the United States 
and Canada. It is available 
through local bookstores and by 
subscription. The magazine cov-
ers medical, nutritional, and edu-
cational matters; tracks and re-
ports on research; and focuses on 
applications today and the solu-
tions that may be coming soon. 
The publication is written by par-
ents, doctors, consultants, teach-
ers, teens, and adults on the spec-
trum, as well as anyone in the 
field of autism who has anything 
to say. For further information, go 
to www.autismfile.com. 

· Exceptional Parent, The Family 
and Professional Journal for the 
Special Needs Community 
(www.eparent.com) 

· Spectrum Magazine For Parents 
and Children with Autism & De-
velopmental Disorders 
(www.spectrumpublications.com) 

· Autism Spectrum Quarterly 
combines the readability and in-
terest of a high-level magazine 
with the substance and depth of a 

professional journal. Each issue 
features a line of research and 
commentary aimed at helping par-
ents, teachers, and clinicians to 
translate this research into prac-
tice. (www.asquarterly.com) 

· The Autism Asperger’s Digest 
Magazine features articles and 
material from sources around the 
world. Each issue covers the latest 
people, products, research, news, 
and viewpoints emerging in the 
autism field. 
(www.autismdigest.com) 

· The Autism Perspective has a 
full array of options, filled with 
articles from across the country 
and the world. With the goal of 
enriching and enhancing the lives 
of those living with autism, this 
magazine is filled with inspira-
tional stories, new therapies and 
treatments, personal accounts and 
advocacy advice. 
(www.theautismperspective.org) 

· ArTRAN, the Applied Theatre 
Research and Autism Network, 
is launching an e-journal, with 
plans to release the first issue by 
December 2008. The journal will 
include peer-reviewed research 
articles; creative arts (poetry, 
painting, cartoons, and short sto-
ries) by individuals on the autism 
spectrum; success stories submit-
ted by parents, caregivers, and 
special educators; discussion 
about specific problems, and in-
formation about events related to 
autism and the arts. Individuals 
interested in submitting contribu-
tions are asked to contact 
Parasuram Ramamoorthi at 
Parasuram.ramamoorthi@gmail.c
om. 

·  The Autism Spectrum News 
(www.mhnews-autism.org/
back_issues/ASN-

(Continued from page 14) 
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Fall2008.pdf#zoom=100) 
 

Newsletters 
· Ellen Notbohm, author of the 

book “Ten things every child with 
autism wishes you knew,” has a 
free monthly e-newsletter for any-
one who shares an interest in kids 
with autism. For further informa-
tion, please go to 
www.ellennotbohm.com/
newsletters.html. 

· The OARacle, the e-newsletter of 
the Organization for Autism Re-
search, can be found at http://
researchautism.org. 

· The Shafer Autism Report is a 
daily e-newsletter that monitors 
the latest developments in the au-
tism field. A one-year subscrip-
tion costs $35. Visit 
www.sarnet.org/ 

· “Motivations,” the monthly bul-
letin of the POAC of Central 
Maryland, is available at http://
www.poacofcentralmd.org. 

 
Booklets and pamphlets 

· Toys’R’Us has released the 2008 
edition of the Toys’R’Us Toy 
Guide for Differently-Abled 
Kids, an easy-to-use toy selection 
guide for anyone who loves and 
cares for a child with special 
needs. The complimentary publi-
cation is available at all 
Toys’R’Us and Babies’R’Us 
stores and online, in both English 
and Spanish, at http://
www.toysrus.com/shop/index.jsp?
categoryId=3261680. 

· Bridges 4 Kids announces their 
newly updated “Growing up to-
gether: A booklet about friends 
with Autism.” In this booklet, 
children learn about kids they may 
meet who have autism and how 
they can be their friend. For more 

information, go to http://
www.bridges4kids.org/pdf/
Growing_Up_Booklet.pdf.  

· A new publication entitled “The 
411 on disability disclosure” 
explores the role that families and 
advocates play in helping youth 
understand the importance of ap-
propriate disability disclosure. It 
is available at http://www.ncwd-
youth.info/
resources_&_Publications/
information_Briefs/issue21.html. 

 
Blogs 

· Age of Autism covers biomedical 
and environmental issues related 
to autism through stories and 
commentary. Readers can sub-
scribe in a feed reader or by e-
mail. Visit 
www.ageofautism.com.  

 
Books 

· “The Friendship Puzzle” is a new 
children’s book designed to help 
children understand and learn 
about accepting and including 
kids with autism. The book, writ-
ten by Julie Coe and Jenny 
Maloni, includes a foreword by 
Dr. Rebecca Landa, Director of 
the Center for Autism and Related 
Disorders at Kennedy Krieger 
Institute. For further information, 
go to http://
www.friendshippuzzle.com. 

· Excerpts from several of Ellen 
Notbohm’s books are available 
online: 

* Ten Things Every Child with 
Autism Wishes You Knew 
(from Chapter 8: Please Help 
Me with Social Interactions): 
http://www.ellennotbohm.com/
ten_things_excerpt.html 

* Ten Things Your Student with 
Autism Wishes You Knew 
(Chapter 3: I Think Differ-

ently): http://
www.ellennotbohm.com/
ten_things_student_excerpt.ht
ml 

* 1001 Great Ideas for Teaching 
and Raising Children with Au-
tism Spectrum Disorders (from 
Chapter 2: The Limits of My 
World – Visual Strategies): 
http://
www.ellennotbohm.com/1001_
book_excerpt.html 

* The Autism Trail Guide: Post-
cards from the Road Less Trav-
eled (from Postcards from the 
Homefront: I Sound Like My 
Mother – I Hope): http://
www.ellennotbohm.com/
trail_book_excerpt.html  

· D.J. Svoboda, an artist with au-
tism, has created The Imagi-
friends based on difficult situa-
tions he has faced growing up 
with autism. They are brightly 
colored characters who help and 
support one another. They live in 
a wonderful place called Imagiv-
ille where everyone is accepted 
“just the way they are” and no one 
is ever picked on or mistreated. 
His first book, about acceptance 
for those with autism, has just 
been published. For further infor-
mation, go to 
www.MYIMAGIVILLE.com . 

�/���!���!���
A new radio talk show on autism, 
“Remarkably Able,” promotes quality 
of life and creating tangible outcomes 
for teens and young adults with au-
tism and related disabilities. The 
show, hosted by Jackie Marquette 
Ph.D, features a new topic and expert 
guest each week. Listeners can call or 
email comments or questions for Mar-
quette and program guests during the 
broadcast. General questions about 

(Continued from page 15) 

(Continued on page 17) 

������������������������������������� ���



DECEMBER 08 THE VOICE PAGE 17 

 

the show, concerns or requests for 
discussion topics can be directed to 
Jackie@drjackiemarquette.com. 
“Remarkably Able” is broadcast 
Mondays 9:00 – 10:00 pm (Pacific 
time) by KFNX News in Phoenix. 
Arizona listeners can tune in at AM 
1100; others can listen to the live 
broadcasts from the KFNX web site: 
www.1100KFNX.com. 

���"��(��
Harbour Way Innovative Learning 
and the Community College of Balti-
more County have partnered to create 
the CCBC Harbour Horizons Pro-
gram, a two-year, five day a week 
college experience for students with 
mild to moderate learning differences 
who want to learn to live and work 
independently while earning a non-
credit completion certificate. Located 
on the Catonsville campus of the 
Community College of Baltimore 
County, Horizons students learn to 
manage personal finances, read and 
write for independent living, use com-
puters for independent living, study 
issues of health and wellness, study 
issues of civic responsibility and other 
contemporary issues, and work and 
live independently. For further infor-
mation, please contact Martha Schnei-
der at mschnei-
der@harbourschool.org. 

***  
The goal of the Maryland Technol-
ogy Assistance Program (MD TAP) 
is to make assistive technology more 
available and affordable to Maryland-
ers with disabilities. Assistive tech-
nology includes wheelchairs and 
scooters, specially modified vehicles, 
computers with software that reads 
text aloud, electronic devices to oper-
ate appliances remotely, low-tech aids 
to help perform daily activities, and 
many other items. Their services in-

clude a demonstration and loan pro-
gram which allows people to try out 
devices before buying them; a co-op 
which provides discounts on pur-
chases; an equipment link which pro-
vides an on-line classified ad system 
for used devices; and loan programs 
which provide funding assistance 
through low-interest loans. For further 
information, call (410) 554-9230 or 
(800) 832-4827 or go to http://
www.mdod.state.md.us and click on 
“Get Assistive Technology.”  

��0��)�
Safetytat offers temporary tattoos 
for kids that can be printed with your 
phone number, or other essential in-
formation. The temporary tattoos are 
available in several different designs. 
For further information, go to http://
safetytat.com.  

***  
In a large crowd, parents and children 
can become separated. The purpose of 
The Kid CallCard is to help the 
child quickly reunite with their parent 
in case an accidental separation oc-
curs. The Kid CallCard is a two-sided 
waterproof card that holds up to 10 
cell phone numbers on one side, and 
is personalized with your child’s first 
name on the other. It’s the size of a 
credit card, and provides space for 
two primary cell numbers (usually 
Mom and Dad), and up to 10 secon-
dary cell numbers for grandparents, 
aunts, uncles, family friends, etc., 
with whom your child attends out-
ings. For further information, please 
go to http://kidcallcard.com. 

***  
My Precious Kid provides a variety 
of safety products for children with 
autism spectrum disorders. For further 
information, please go to http://
www.mypreciouskid.com/child-
autism-safety.html. 

(Continued from page 16) 
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Project Spectrum 
was developed by the 
SketchUp team at 
Google to help peo-
ple with autism take 

advantage of their visual and spatial 
gifts. The idea for Project Spectrum 
originated when Google began get-
ting phone calls and e-mails from 
users telling them about how much 
kids on the autism spectrum were 
enjoying Google’s free 3D modeling 
software, SketchUp. Google part-
nered with the Boulder, Colorado, 
chapter of the Autism Society of 
America, the Boulder Valley School 
District, and the Life Long Learning 
Lab at University of Colorado to pro-
vide children with software and guid-
ance that may help them to express 
an idea or even develop a life skill. 
For further information, go to 
http://www.google.com/educators/sp
ectrum.html. 

ZAC Browser is a free web applica-
tion built for the enrichment of chil-
dren with autism spectrum disorders. 
ZAC Browser is designed to help 
autistic children discover a connec-
tion to their own excellence, and help 
their parents discover a connection to 
other parents of autistic children. 
This is done by providing a unique 
Internet web browser designed spe-
cifically for the use of autistic chil-
dren, and a forum designed to pro-
vide support to their families. For 
further information, please go to 
http://www.zacbrowser.com.  



 

Postage 
here 
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We have available autism awareness merchandise, 
including puzzle ribbon lapel pins and car magnets, 
autism puzzle piece bracelets and wristbands, and 
many other wonderful items. They can be purchased 
at our meetings or by using the order forms at 
www.aaccasa.org. 

We participate in affiliate programs with Future 
Horizons and Autism Asperger Publishing Com-
pany. When you access their web sites through the 
links at www.aaccasa.org, our chapter receives a 
portion of the price of your purchases. 

The Garyworld  online store (www.café press.com/
garyworld) promotes the original artwork of chapter 
member Gary Schmedes Jr., including such charac-
ters as Monster Chicken and his girlfriend, Mon-
strous Hen. Gary and his family are generously do-
nating a portion of the profit from the sale of these 
items to our chapter.  
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Beth Strasnick, one of our 
chapter members and the par-
ent of a child with autism, has 
initiated a fundraising effort to 
help our chapter’s awareness, 
education, support, and advo-
cacy efforts.  

 
Beth has committed to donate $250 to AACC-
ASA for every referral through our group that 
results in a sale, and to increase the donation to 
$500 if she sells your home and helps you buy a 
new home. 
 

 Beth Strasnick 
Century 21 Results Realty 

7231 Ritchie Highway, Suite A, Glen Burnie 
Cell  (410) 294-7723 

Office (410) 590-1395 
Estrasnick@aol.com 


