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Co-Presidents’ Messagé ihda Carter-Ferrier and Alison Hamilton

Judging from the nominations for this year's HomaidHeroes
event, our area is full of people worth celebratiApase help us honor
them at this month’s meeting, on Tuesday, April&87:00 p.m. The
evening will begin with a surprise, and will alswlude a presentation
by Frankie D’Erasmo, a young adult with Aspergevisose January
presentation was postponed by snow. Frankie’'svialhbe pleased to
hear that he will discuss his heroes before thig’gdhonorees receive
their awards (which may or may not include thisrigegersion of the no o
-expense-spared ASA commemorative pen). Join us fiarly special )
meeting. &

Remember to bring your sensory seekers to the BofomcAutism
event on Thursday, April 23, at Pump It Up in Ellge. This is a fund-
raiser for both our chapter and national ASA, all astwo hours of
physical activity for the active kids in your lif¥ou can register as an
individual or start a team; visit the Bounce fortidm page on our web
site (vww.aaccasa.org/bounce09.hjrof see the flyer on page 13 for
details.

Basket Bingo ticket sales have begun; they canubehpsed with
Pay Pal on our web site/{vw.aaccasa.org/basketbingo.hyrof by call-
ing (410) 923-8800. Buy four or more by Saturdapri25, and you'll
be entered in a special drawing. Please bear id thiat all attendees, LT
including children, must have a paid admission. aiestill accepting 1100
donations of cash, goods, or services to help g &nd fill the Lon- ) #
gaberger baskets and raffle prizes. You'll find iyer and donation
letter on pages 12-13. If you can help us beforduning the event, on m
Saturday, May 9, please contact Mindy Wise at
nanawise57@verizon.net

Thanks to everyone who joined us at our Marckting, which
featured a question-and-answer discussion aboatvilmmanagement 1 $23a
issues for individuals with autism spectrum disesdearticularly those Millersville, MD 21108
related to toilet training. Dr. Nancy Grace, Dicof the Developmen- 0 o0
tal Disabilities Clinic in the Department of Behasal Psychology at the
Kennedy Krieger Institute, led the discussion. faother information
about the programs and services provided by Drc&saclinic, please
contact her at 443-923-7456 or Grace@Kennedykriegger
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Monthly meetings:Our meetings are open discussion. A refreshment break
held on the last Tuesday evening of is followed by a discussion led by the
each month (August - November and guest presenter. Ample time is al-
January - May) at the Ruth Parker  lowed for questions and follow-up
Eason School, 648 Old Mill Road, discussion, as well as further opportu-
Millersville. Meetings begin at 7:00 nity for group support and socializa-
p.m. with introductions and general tion. New members and new ideas are
announcements, along with time for always welcome!

Events:Our online calendar provides vice providers. If you are a paid mem-
updated information about the many ber and have experience with any of
autism-related and disability-related the topics and would like to provide
activities and events in our local area.information and assistance, please

It can be accessedlatp:// contact Alison Hamilton at (410) 451-
www.aaccasa.org/calundur.htm 8015 orhamiltonal@verizon.net
Support: Our chapter networking/ Staying informed:Subscribe to our e-
support/resource guide, available at mail action alert by sending a mes-
http://www.aaccasa.org/images/ sage througlvww.aaccasa.ordt is
NetworkingGuidel1-07.p¢gtonsists an easy way to learn the latest infor-
of a list of chapter member volunteersmation about federal, state, and local
who are available to provide informa- legislative initiatives, lobbying ef-
tion and assistance to family mem-  forts, or other action items related to
bers, friends, professionals, and ser- autism and disabilities.

New families:Our “Where to Start”  Manor Drive, Glen Burnie. To see a
brochure provides local resource in- full listing of the items available from
formation for families of children our lending library, as well as related
newly diagnosed with an autism specitems available from the Partners for
trum disorder or families who are newSuccess library, please go to

to our area. It is available on our web-www.aaccasa.orgro request an item,
site atwww.aaccasa.orgr by calling please contact Partners for Success at
our chapter phone line at (410) 923- (410) 222-3805 opartnersforsuc-
8800. cess@aacps.ordhey will provide
Chapter library: Our lending library  information about the various ways in
is located at the Partners for Successwhich library materials can be ob-
Resource Center, Oakwood Elemen- tained.

tary School, Portable “B”, 330 Oak
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Senators Richard Durbin (D-IL),

a demonstration project to provide anautism and their families. A national

Robert Casey (D-PA) and Robert Me-array of services to adults with autismdata repository would be created to

nendez (D-NJ) have introduced legis-spectrum disorders, including post-

share emerging data, findings and

lation entitled the “Autism Treatment secondary education; vocational and treatment models.

and Acceleration Act of 2009 self-advocacy skills; employment;
(ATAA).” This comprehensive au-  residential services, supports and
tism legislation focuses on enhancinghousing; nutrition, health and well-
the quality of life for individuals on  ness; recreational and social activi-
the autism spectrum and their fami- ties; and transportation and personal
lies. Originally drafted by President safety.
Obama as a senator, the bill includes  The legislation also would provide
aspects of legislation introduced in  for the establishment of a national
previous sessions of Congress, in-  network to strengthen linkages be-
cluding the Expanding the Promise oftween research and service initiatives
Individuals with Autism Act, spon-  at the federal, regional, state, and lo-
sored by then-Senator Hillary Clinton.cal levels, and facilitate the transla-
The legislation includes support tion of research on autism into ser-
services for adults on the autism specvices and treatments that will improve
trum. ATAA addresses this issue withthe quality of life for individuals with

W% " %

In addition to their multi-day summer oral motor skills, while facilitating
camp, OT Ventures will also be run- language, etiquette, and socializa-
ning several groups this summer: tion. Strategies for home are em-
- Munch Bunch will be co-led by phasized.
an occupational therapist and - Socialiteswill also be led by an
speech language pathologist.
These oral motor feeding groups
for children ages 3 and up are in-
tended to increase tolerance of
food tastes, textures, and smells
while improving oral motor devel-
opment. Activities focus on sim-
ple food preparation, eating, and

pre-writing and/or writing skills,
and oral motor skills.

Other key aspects of the bill in-
clude:
. Establishment of a national train-

ing initiative on autism and a
technical assistance center to de-
velop and expand interdisciplinary
training and continuing education
on autism spectrum disorders.

- The requirement that health insur-

ance companies cover the diagno-
sis and treatment of autism spec-
trum disorders, including Applied
Behavior Analysis, assistive com-
munication devices, and other
effective treatments.

therapist, utilizes the Handwriting
Without Tears multi-sensory ap-
proach to writing. Writing groups
are tailored to children of all ages
and skill levels.

OT and SLP. Each weekly sessiorScholarships are available for both
will address all areas of a child’'s OT Ventures Sensorimotor Summer
development, including socializa- Camp and Summer Therapy Groups.
tion, gross motor, and fine motor For more information about any of
development, sensory processing,these programs, please contact Jamie
Levine, MS, OTRI/L at (443) 812-
6396 orot.venturesl@gmail.conor

- Write-On, led by an occupational go towww.ot-ventures.com

] ' & Become a member or renew your membership via Pagtagcribe to our monthly newsletter.

( &  Find your way to our meetings with Mapquest.

( & Consult our online calendar for chapter happenamgbautism-related events in our area.
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Reviewed by Carmen M. YannuzziWhen Mackenzie meets a new boy at  While “he still doesn’'t say much,”
M.A.T., Special Educator, The Har- school who seems a bit unusual, she it is discovered that Dylan does have

bour School, Annapolis goes about discovering how to be- “the BIGGEST SMILE.” He becomes

Much has been written about au- come his friend. In her quest, a popular player, since he turns out to
tism, but little has been written to Mackenzie leans upon, and shares be “the fastest runner on the field!”
help kids accept and include other  with the reader, her philosophy of Mackenzie finds other ways to be
kids who have it. Children have somefriendship, passed down by her with her friend Dylan, including

wonderful qualities too often left be- mother: “Sometimes friendshipis  swinging with him, saving him a seat

hind by adults, among
them the open-
mindedness to love
others as they are. All
kids need from grown
-ups is a bit of expla-
nation to understand
individual differences,
and a little encourage-
ment to make diverse
friends. In“The
Friendship Puzzle,”
author Julie Coe fills
a gap in the autism

like a puzzle. You at lunch, and walking with him to the
have to step back and bus; and the story concludes with her
see how all the pieces happy observation that, “It was like
fit.” my mom said. It was a puzzle and |
With the curiosity of  just had to figure out how the pieces
a true learner, fit.”

Mackenzie begins to The uplifting conclusion of “The
notice — but notto  Friendship Puzzle” points out that the
judge — what makes small gestures in life are often the
Dylan different from  most important. No matter what our
others. Occasionally, differences, no one need ever be alone
he hums or waves his — including kids with autism.

hands or doesn'tre- There’s always a way to communi-
spond to greetings. “I cate, even when the medium may not

community by pro- wonder why?” she be words. Sometimes we “speak”
viding just that-- thinks. At lunchtime, through actions as simple as swinging
presenting, in the % & %# " *" inthe noisy cafeteria, beside a friend, eating a sandwich
short and sweet form : 8 607+ ( Dylan sometimes together, or showing a peer how to

of a children’s book, 8 . - covers his ears. kick a ball — or maybe just by ex-
what kids need to 0 60 “Maybe it hurts his changing a smile.

know, not just to tol- ears? Maybe he just “The Friendship Puzzle” reminds
erate, but to welcome wants to be alone?” us that the only message that truly

and befriend, their peers with autism. she ponders. “l wish | knew.” On the matters is LOVE...causing this re-

In the simplicity of this story liesits  playground, Dylan stays by himself viewer to agree with the comment,
strength. on the swings. This makes expressed in the foreword by Dr. Re-
Inspired by the true-life accounts Mackenzie sad, because (how true!) becca Landa, Director, Kennedy-

of one courageous mother, Jenny  “Everyone needs friends, don’t they?”Krieger Center for Autism and Re-

Maloni, who says of her two sons, A turning point comes at recess lated Disorders: “If children adopt
“Dominic and Dylan have autism, but one day when Dylan runs over and Mackenzie Mackabee’s way of seeing
I will not let it have them.” “The grabs the ball, bringing a soccer gamethers, they will create a more com-

Friendship Puzzle” explains the ba- to a stop. A teacher explains that Dy-passionate world - a world where eve-
sics of autism with a clarity beneficial lan “wants to play,” but “doesn’t have ryone fits.” Only one word of that

to children and to many adults unfa- a lot of words” to say so — a perfect comment would the reviewer change:
miliar with this disorder and inexperi- illustration of one of autism’s basic  “If EVERYONE would adopt...”

enced in relating to those who have ittruths: often, those with autism Finally, several features at the end
With charming illustrations by Sondra“don’t have a lot of words,” yet they of the book--including discussion
Brassel that bring back memories of still have the same needs and wants agiestions and suggested activities for
childhood playground life, “The the rest of us. Mackenzie solves the children--make “The Friendship Puz-
Friendship Puzzle” tells its story in  problem with three simple words: zle” a valuable resource for any

the words of Mackenzie Mackabee, a“Let’s show him!” After watching all school media center or classroom. To
student at Brook Acres Elementary, of the kids kick around some more  Julie Coe, Jenny Maloni, and Sondra
lover of both knowledge and people. balls, Dylan joyfully joins in. Brassel, “Well done!”
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From the Pathfinders for Autism Re-
source Center
(www.pathfindersforautism.ojg

breakthrough and it is believed
this progress would be halted with
a disruption in services.

- Behaviors impact your child’'s
ability to make educational pro-
gress.

- The severity of the disability im-
pacts your child’s ability to make
educational progress.

- There are special circumstances
such as school year absenteeism
due to iliness.

Extended School Year (ESY) is the
continuation of certain Individualized
Education Program (IEP) goals re-
lated to critical life skills beyond the
regular school year. ESY services will
vary in intensity, location, inclusion

of related services, and length of time,
depending upon the student’s needs.
Some examples of ESY servicesin- , # %. 1" $
clude speech therapy, occupational Your child may have services pro-
therapy, and behavior management. vided at his or her home school, or at

another school in the district.

1$$ $ % %% -
ESY services are designed to meet
specific goals in a student’s IEP. If
those goals are jeopardized by the
summer break, the student may be

offered ESY. In contrast to ESY,

, # %. !
ESY must be considered individually
for each student. School districts

might determine ESY to be a certain

length over designated weeks. How-

L#!D % $%.

: !
!
Begin conversations with your IEP
team now. You want to have enough
time to document which goals require
ESY. You should also allow for suffi-
cient time to have multiple IEP meet-
ings or exercise your procedural
rights if you disagree with the ESY
proposal made by the school system.

#H# $! + 0

. $ +
It is the responsibility of your child’s
school to inform you about ESY ser-
vices. You may also, at any time, re-
guest an IEP meeting to discuss the
possibility of ESY.

# + +

Yes. Parents have the right to waive
services. The school is responsible for

summer school programs are optionakver, if a student needs more (or lessgemonstrating that they made ESY

and voluntary programs which pro- service, the district must provide the
vide enrichment or reinforcement ac- appropriate amount of services.
tivities. The provision of summer
school is not ESY. ESY services can
be provided in combination with ex-
isting summer school programs, if
such programs are available.

ESY is free of charge to the student
and the student’s family.

#1 %. 1/ $- * - %.
A student may qualify for ESY based Y&S: ESY and the specific goals
on any of the following criteria (each Which are to be addressed by ESY
is considered equally and independ- must be written in the IEP. The IEP
ently):

- The IEP team, including the par-
ent(s) believes the child will re-
gress in skills during the time
school is on summer break.

- It would take longer for the stu-
dent with disabilities to regain
skills upon entering the new

school year than it would for stu- The |EP team, including the parent(s)

dents without disabilities. will decide if ESY services are neces-
- The student is beginning to make sary for your child.

progress or be on the verge of a

student’s IEP contains annual goals
related to critical life skills. The deci-
sion for ESY must be based on data
and other information. So it is critical
that IEP goals be measurable.

I $%. ! |

team must consider whether or not the

available and the parents declined. To
accommodate summer schedules,
some parents choose to waive ESY
services and seek private services.
Private services, however, will not be
paid for by the school in lieu of ESY.

For more details about ESY, call the
Maryland State Department of Educa-
tion at 410-767-0249, or visit;

- Maryland State Department of
Education:
www.msde.state.md.us/
SpecialEducation/
tech_assist_bulletins/
TAB5FYO03.pdf

- Maryland Disability Law Center:
www.mdlclaw.org/chemicalcms/
chem_user_files/docs/
esy manual_final.pdf

- Wrightslaw:
www.wrightslaw.com/info/

esy.index.htm
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On Saturday, April 18, at 10:00
a.m., AMC Entertainment and the

Autism Society of America will spon-

sor a sensory-friendly showing of
“Hannah Montana: The Movie” at
AMC Columbia Mall 14 (10300 Lit-

dawnl1477@comcast.net

On Thursday, April 23, from 6:30—
8:00 p.m., the Book Friends book
club will meet at the Severna Park
Library, 45 McKinsey Road. Partici-
pants with and without disabilities

tle Patuxent Parkway, Columbia) and (age 18 or older) are welcome to
share the books, articles, pictures, or On Sunday, April 26, from 1:00 -

AMC White Marsh 16 (8141 Hon-
eygo Boulevard, Baltimore). The
auditoriums will have their lights
brought up and the sound turned
down. For further information, call

other forms of media that they've
read and participate in discussions.
For further information, contact Rita
Belgrader at (410) 863-0360 drel-

410-423-0510 (Columbia) or 410-933grader@servicecoordinationinc.org

-9428 (White Marsh).

On Saturday, April 18, the 1st an-

land-College Park. Presented by

Sigma Delta Tau and Sigma Phi Epsievents and activities for every mem-

lon, this event is part of the Autism
SpeaksU program. For further infor-
mation, please go tattp://
www.autismspeaks.org/and click
University of Maryland.

On Thursday, April 23, Pigtails and
Crewcuts, a creative kids’ salon lo-

O, Forest Drive, Annapolis, will do-

On Saturday, April 25, from 7:00

Children’s Gym will host an Autism
Awareness Day event at 218-B Log
Canoe Circle in Stevensville. This
free event will include resources,
moon bounce, door prizes, food, and
music. For further information, con-
tact Jennifer Malm at (443) 262-4504.

5:00 p.m., Pathfinders for Autism is
sponsoring a free family fun event at
the Maryland Science Center at the
Inner Harbor in Baltimore. Enjoy the
museum'’s three levels of exhibits,
including Dinosaur Mysteries, New-
ton’s Alley, Your Body, Space Link,

a.m. - 1:00 p.m., the Kennedy Kriegerthe Kids Room, and more. Registra-
nual Fear the Turtle, Find a Cure Au- Institute will hold their fifth annual
tism SpeaksU 5K Race/3K Walk will ROAR for Autism at Oregon Ridge
take place at the University of Mary- Park, 13401 Beaver Dam Road,

Cockeysville. The day will feature

ber of the family, including challeng-
ing 50- and 25- mile rides, a 10-mile
ride for recreational bikers, a 5-mile
ride designed for beginner cyclists,

and a kids’ youth fun ride. For those

tion is required. Register online at
http://www.acteva.com/ttghits.cfm?
EVA 1D=312820r by calling Re-
becca Rienzi, Director of Outreach &
Community Partnerships, at 443-330-
5370, ext. 301.

On Monday, April 27, from 7:00 —
8:15 p.m., the Anime Club will meet
at the Crofton Library on 1681 Riedel

who prefer to stay off the road and in Road. Activities include watching

the woods, hiking trails at Oregon

movies, learning to draw characters,

Ridge will be open with guides avail- sharing favorite anime cards, and so-
cated in the Festival at Riva at 2341- able to lead tours. There will also be aializing. For further information,

family fun festival including face

nate a percentage of their proceeds tgainting, children’s entertainment,

the Friends of Early Childhood Inter- and the popular Wegman’s Wellness

vention group. The stylists are patientVillage featuring healthy food for all
and the environment is geared to en- families including those with children — 7:00 p.m., a free Montgomery

tice little ones who don’t want their
hair cut. Pigtails and Crewcuts has

on special diets. The event raises
funds for KKI's autism research and

please contact Kathy Grey or Jenna
Davis at (410) 863-0360.

On Wednesday, April 29,from 3:00

County Autism Resource Fair will be
held at the Universities at Shady

movies and television at each station,treatment programs. If you can’t drag Grove, 9630 Gudelsky Drive
as well as video games for older kids.yourself out of bed that early in the
The waiting area features a train set, morning, go ahead and sleep in - youorganizations and businesses will be

and the kids can choose to sit in an

can “Snore for ROAR” too. For fur-

airplane or car while getting their hair ther information, please contact KKI

cut. Friends of ECI will have special

atevents@kennedykrieger.ooy 443

activities from 10:00 a.m. — 2:00 p.m. -923-7300, or go tottp://
For further information, contact Caro- www.roar.kennedykrieger.org

lyn Fiume at 410-695-2748 onro-
lyn.p.flume@verizon.nedr Dawn
Dixon at 410-721-1748 or

On Saturday, April 25, from 3:00 —
7:00 p.m., Busy Bodies Bay Area

(Building 11), Rockville. More than 50

on hand to share information about
recreation, employment, behavior
management services, family sup-
ports, respite, and other support ser-
vices for individuals with autism and
their families. The Resource Fair is
sponsored by the Department of
(Continued on page 7)
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(Continued from page 6) Anne Arundel County Special Olym- stress of raising children with special

Health and Human Services, Aging pics will offer Special Olympics Day needs by taking entire families out for

and Disability Services’ Community with the Baysox at Prince George’s a day of fun and fishing on the water.

Support Network. For more informa- Stadium in Bowie. The admission The event will include time on the

tion, call 240-777-1216. price includes a ticket to the Erie Seaboats, as well as an afternoon picnic.
Wolves vs. the Bowie Baysox, as wellFor further information or to register,

On Thursday, April 30, from 10:00  as an all-you-can-eat buffet. All pro- please go tbittp://www.wishafish.org

a.m. - 3:00 p.m., The Annapolis Fam-ceeds will benefit Anne Arundel or contact Skip Zinck at (410) 551-

ily Support Center and Friends of the County Special Olympics. For further 5024 ormd-wish-a-

Family are co-sponsoring an infant  information or to register, contact fish@comcast.net

and toddler item swap. Spring/ Glenn Carr at (410) 269-1237 or

summer infant and toddler clothes, GlennCarr@aol.com Brooklyn Park Middle School will
shoes, books, toys, videos and equip- hold an ongoing fundraising event for
ment will be available to families who On Sunday, May 24,at 1:30 p.m., a the school’'s special education classes
need the items for their infants and  sensory-friendly performance of by selling tickets in the lower reserve
toddlers. The event will be held at the“Strega Nona” will be held at the section for the following Baltimore

Annapolis Family Support Center, 80 Glen Echo Park Adventure Theater. Orioles home games: May 6 - 7
West Street, Annapolis. For further During the show, the lights in the (Minnesota Twins), May 12 - 13

information, call 410-269-4478. theater will stay on and the sound will(Tampa Bay Rays), May 25 — 27
be turned down. The performance is (Toronto Blue Jays), May 28 — 31
On Wednesday, May 13(for stu- specially designed for families of (Detroit Tigers), June 9 — 11 (Seattle

dents in grades Pre-K ™2yrade) and children with autism spectrum disor- Mariners), June 12 — 14 (Atlanta
Thursday, May 14, (for students in  ders and other special needs. For fur-Braves), June 16 — 19 (New York

3 grade and above) Port Discovery, ther information or to order tickets, goMets), June 26 — 28 (Washington Na-
35 Market Place, Baltimore, is host- to http://adveneturetheatre.tix.com/ tionals), and June 29 (Boston Red

ing “Discovery Days.” The museum Event.asp?Event=14884f@resale Sox). The money raised will go to the
will offer free admission for Mary- code: SPFAM). special education classes for supplies,
land teachers and their students with instructional equipment, and commu-
special needs. Advance registration iSOn Saturday, July 18,from 9:00 nity-based instruction costs. For fur-
required. For further information a.m. — 5:00 p.m., the Wish-A-Fish  ther information, contact Margaret
please contact 410-864-2664 or Foundation will hold a special event Tantses, special education teaching
kgulick@portdiscovery.org at Sandy Point State Park in Annapo-assistant, at (410) 636-2967rotant-

lis. Their mission is to provide a little ses@aacps.org
On Sunday, May 17,at 1:30 p.m., relief for families from the daily

I 1

Visit the online art exhibit

sponsored by National ASA,

featuring these and other

works by artists affected by

autism. Visit

http://www.autism-

soci-
ety.org/site/PageServer?pagename=art_extahitew the
exhibit or upload artwork.
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The Maryland State Rehabilitation  0334.
Council (MSRC) and the Statewide
Independent Living Council On Tuesday, April 14,from 6:30 -
(SILC), in conjunction with the Di-  8:00 p.m., Life Transition Series will
vision of Rehabilitation Services present “Are there any employment
(DORS), announce a series of public options?” led by Rick Callahan from
meetings. Topics to be discussed in- the Arc of Central Chesapeake Re-
clude DORS funding issues, transi- gion, Veronica Lloyd from Opportu-
tioning services for high school stu- nity Builders, and a representative
dents with disabilities, employment from the Division of Rehabilitation
outcomes in difficult economic times, Services (DORS). This presentation
and services provided at the DORS will be held at Woods Memorial

Workforce and Technology Center. Church, Fellowship Hall, 611 Balti-

tips will be given regarding how to
incorporate UDL principles into the
IEP. Pre-registration is requested. To
register or for further information,
please call 410-859-5400, or e-mail
mcie@mcie.org

On Wednesday, April 15,at 7:00
p.m., Friends of Early Childhood In-
tervention will sponsor a presentation
about Special Education law led by
Wayne Steedman, Esq. at

Oakwood Elementary, 330 Oak

There will also be an opportunity to more Annapolis Blvd., Severna Park,Manor Drive, Glen Burnie. The pres-

provide comments on the proposed and will include information about a
changes to the State Plan for Voca- variety of programs, such as micro-
tional Rehabilitation Services as well enterprise self-employment, Project
as the State Plan for Independent Livincome person-centered alternative
ing. (The State Plan for Vocational
Rehabilitation Services can be ob-
tained by calling 410-554-9535 or
sending an e-mail to For further information or to register,
dors@dors.state.md.uEhe State contact Michele Dilegge atdilegge-
Plan for Independent Living Services goldfein@aacps.orgr 410-222-5481,;
can be obtained by calling 410-554- Katy Schieman atshie-

5412 or sending an e-mail to man@aacps.orgr 410-222-3805; or
silc@dors.state.md.ys Jessica Dicus atlicus@thearcccr.org
The schedule for the public meetings or 410-268-8085.

is as follows:

- Monday, April 13, 2:30 - 4:00
p.m. (Vocational Rehabilitation
services); 4:00 - 5:00 p.m.
(Independent Living services)
Workforce and Technology Cen-
ter, 2301 Argonne Drive, Balti-
more.

- Tuesday, April 14, 2:00 - 3:30
p.m. (Vocational Rehabilitation
services); 3:30 - 4:30 p.m.
(Independent Living services),
Western Maryland One-Stop Ca- for Learning (UDL) and examples of

employment program, and the Sup-

On Wednesday, April 15,from 6:30
- 8:30 p.m., Anne Arundel County

Group will sponsor a free workshop

Director, National Down Syndrome
Society Policy Center. Held at the
Carver Center, 2671 Carver Road,
Gambrills, this presentation will pro-

reer Center, 138 Baltimore Street,how it can be used to provide mean-

ported Business Enterprise program.

entitled “UDL, Universal Design Lan-
guage” led by Ricki Sabia, Associate Medical Parkway, Annapolis. For

entation will focus on the basics of
special education law, frequently-
asked-questions regarding the IEP
process, and how to get the most out

employment strategies, the RISE self-of your child’s special education pro-

gram. Childcare is available for all
children, including siblings. Space is
limited; to register, e-mail Dawn
Dixon atdawn1477@comcast.net
call 410-721-1748; or Carolyn Fiume
at 410-695-2748 craro-
lyn.p.fiume@verizon.net

On Thursday, April 16, at 7:30 p.m.,
Anne Arundel County Down Syn-
drome Connection is sponsoring a
presentation by the transition team of

Least Restrictive Environment AccessAnne Arundel County Public Schools

at Anne Arundel Medical Center, Sa-
jak Pavilion, Room 250C, 2002

further information, go to
www.downsyndromeconnection.com
or call 888-279-2279.

vide background on Universal DesignOn Monday, April 20, from 7:00 —

9:00 p.m., a presentation entitled,
“Autism research, education, and ad-

Cumberland. ingful access to the curriculum for all vocacy: What you need to know” will
After each meeting, representatives students, including students with dis- be held at the Howard County Central
from each organization will be avail- abilities. Participants will learn about Library. Led by Marjorie Shulbank,
able to answer questions. For further steps being taken at the national leveMaryland State Department of Educa-
information, go tdttp:// to promote UDL and what they can tion, this presentation will discuss
www.dors.state.md.us/DORS/ do to join in the advocacy efforts at Autism Connect—an online resource
AboutDORS/Publicor call 888-554- the state and local level. In addition, (Continued on page 9)
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that focuses on research, educational
resources, and advocacy organiza-
tions available to families in Mary-
land. For more information, please e-
mail info@howard-autism.orgr call
410-290-3466.

A four-part workshop series led by
Sue Young oriPositive solutions

for families: Addressing challeng-
ing behaviors for parents and care-
givers of children birth to five” will
be held at Asbury United Methodist
Church, 78 Church Road, Arnold.
The series will cover positive strate-
gies for dealing with challenging be-
haviors such as tantrums, fighting
with siblings, throwing food, melt-
downs, or the ever-common “No! |

don’t want to!” Parents and caregivers

will learn strategies to approach chal-
lenging behaviors in positive ways,
and to set families up for success in
their daily routines. The workshop
dates are:

- Mondays, April 20, April 27, May

4, and May 11, 7:00 - 8:00 p.m.

Free childcare will be provided. For
further information or to register for
the workshop series and childcare,
contact Sue Young ai/-
oung@verizon.nedr 443-510-4591.

Maryland A.T. Co-op is hosting the
following series of workshops at their
Assistive Technology Learning Cen-
ter, 7050 Oakland Mills Road, Suite
160, Columbia:

- Monday, April 20, 9:45 a.m. -
1:45 p.m.: “Technology in tough
times: Maximizing features in MS
Word and Office to differentiate
instruction for all learning styles.”
There are multiple tools to help
support people with disabilities
built directly in PC and Mac com-
puters. Learn how to modify Win-
dows and Microsoft Word to help

.3
y

support reading, writing, and
study skill demands.

- Wednesday, May 6, 9:45 a.m. -
1:45 p.m.: “Get them opening
books again: AT to inspire read-

ing.” Learn how assistive technol-

ogy has revolutionized the way
we read material and how it can
motivate struggling readers and
increase comprehension skills.
Explore alternatives to paper-
based texts including various
types of narrated chapter books
and free or low-cost options for

fied Behavior Analyst. Held at the
Trellis School on 100 Lakefront Drive
in Hunt Valley, this session will de-
scribe how to think about challenging
behavior and how to make plans to
address these needs in the home. Reg-
istration is required. For further infor-
mation or to register, e-mail
wildvb@yahoo.comFurther informa-
tion is also available dtitp://
www.poacofcentralmd.org

On Wednesday, April 22 from 7:00
- 8:30 p.m., The Kennedy Krieger

online digital books. Learn how to Institute’s Adolescent Transition Lec-
make a customized digital talking ture Series will host a free presenta-

book.

tion entitled, “Transitioning into

- Tuesday, May 12, 9:45 a.m. - 1:45adulthood: The real scoop!” at the

p.m.: “Handwriting: Let's go digi-
tal.” Learn how to integrate ap-
propriate writing tools in the
classroom to help alleviate the

Kennedy Krieger Institute’s Green-
spring Campus, Bowles Building
Board Room, 3825 Greenspring Ave-
nue, Baltimore. The presentation will

stress associated with the task of feature a panel of young adults who

legible handwriting. Learn how
technology can help support the

task of note-taking. Explore hand-

writing aids from low-tech
adapted pens and paper to mid-
tech portable note takers through
high-tech digital white-boards.

- Monday, May 18, 9:45 a.m. to
1:45 p.m.: “Sifting through the

have been through the transition proc-
ess, as well as their parents. For fur-
ther information or to register, contact
Kennedy Krieger at 443-923-2790 or
ResourceFinder@kennedykrieger.org

The Abilities Network Project ACT
(All Children Together) and the
Family Empowerment Network will

features: Comparison of Kurzweil host the following free presentations

3000, WYNN, and TextHELP
Read & Write Gold.” Explore the
many features of three popular
scan-read programs and learn
which software is most appropri-
ate.

For further information or to register,

call 410-381-2667 or go tottp:/

Www.matcoop.org

On Tuesday, April 21,at 7:00 p.m.,
Parents of Autistic Children (POAC)
of Central Maryland will present a
free training session entitled,
“Looking at behavior functionally,”
led by Kirsty Maclver, Board Certi-

at the Abilities Network’s Training
Institute, 8503 LaSalle Road, Tow-
son:

- Wednesday, April 22, 6:30 - 8:00
p.m.: “Let’s get creative: Devel-
opmentally appropriate practices
that build children’s school readi-
ness skills.” Learn ways that par-
ents and providers can help chil-
dren build skills to prepare them
for kindergarten. Participate in a
panel discussion with experts
from childcare centers, public
schools, and Ready at Five.

- Wednesday, May 27, from 6:30 -
(Continued on page 10)
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8:00 p.m.: “Including all children: On Saturday, April 25, from 7:00

Suggestions for parents and pro- a.m. — 4:00 p.m., Arundel Child Care

Connections and the Anne Arundel
County Family Child Care Associa-

viders.” Learn ways for parents
and providers to promote inclu-
sive practices in childcare, early
intervention, and public educa- titled, “Finding your starfish: Under-
tion. Participate in a panel discus- standing the special needs of chil-
sion with experts from Infants and dren” at South River High School,

tion will co-sponsor a conference en-

outreach upcoming.shtpor call
Rizzel O'Keiffe at 410-753-8055.

On Saturday, April 25, from 8:30

a.m. — 3:30 p.m., the Parents’ Place of
Maryland, Children’s Choice, Inc.,

and Family Support Services of
Wicomico and Somerset County

will sponsor “Around the world of

Toddlers, Early Childhood Mental 201 Central Avenue East, Edgewater special education — in one day” at

Health, PACT, and Port Discov-
ery.
Registration is required. For further
information or to register, contact
Sarah Pinsker at 410-828-7700 ext.
1259 orspin-
sker@abilitiesnetwork.org

Sessions will include the following
topics:
- Creating win-win situations in the
natural environment
- Help for the child who doesn’t
communicate
- Social-emotional foundations in
early learning
- Strategies for developing hand
skills and adapting toys for the
inclusion of all children
- Autism 101
- Sign language 101
- Sensory processing

AACPS Partners for Success Re-
source Center is hosting a free work-
shop entitled, “How to be an I.E.P.
(Informed Effective Parent) team
member.” A child’s Individualized
Education Program (IEP) is the cor-
nerstone of his or her special educa-
tion program. IEP team members
(parents and the school system) have
an opportunity to combine their spe- programs

cial areas of expertise and jointly craft~or further information or to obtain
an appropriate education program forregistration materials, go tatp://
the student. Parents can expect to in-www.arundelccc.or@r call Carol at
crease their knowledge of the school 410-222-1719.

system’s procedures, while learning
skills in organizing and presenting
observations about their child, and
enhancing their role as an informed
and active participant in the special

tion skills

On Saturday, April 25, from 8:45

sional Outreach Center will host a

program entitled, “Wired for learning:

Salisbury Middle School, 607 Morris
Street, Salisbury. This conference will
include workshops on the following
topics:

Effective partnerships I: Special edu-
cation — advocating in harmony
Letting go — transition tips

Show me the money

Truancy — how does it effect you and
your child

Bullying — what can you do

For further information or to register,
contact Bonnie Larrimore at (410)
928-2079 obon-

- Strategies to promote communica-ielppmd@yahoo.com

- Inclusive preschool and child care On Saturday, May 2,from 9:00 a.m.

- 1:00 p.m., The Howard County Au-
tism Society, in cooperation with the
Howard County Asperger’s Support
Group and Howard County Public
Libraries, will host a presentation en-
titled, “Supporting people with autism
for successful transition to adult-

a.m. to 1:00 p.m., The Jemicy Profes-hood.” Led by Stephen Shore, the

presentation will be held at Howard
Community College in the Smith

education process. The workshop willAn advocacy day program” featuring Theatre. The presentation will include

be presented twice in April:

- Wednesday, April 22,6:30 - 8:30 D., ABN and Jamie Caplan-Lasalle,

presentations by Vincent Cullota, Ph.

discussion about the following topics:
- Behavioral, educational, develop-

p.m., Tyler Heights Elementary,
200 Janwal Street, Annapolis.

- Wednesday, April 29,7:00 - 9:00
p.m., Oakwood Elementary, 330
Oak Manor Drive, Glen Burnie.

For more information or to register,

contact Debbie Wetzel or Katy Schie-

man at 410-222-3805 gartnersfor-
success@aacps.org

J.D., at the Jemicy School, 11 Cela-
don Road, Owings Mills. The pro-
gram will provide information for
parents and professionals to help stu-
dents with learning disabilities under-
stand who they are and how they can
plan for a better future. For further
information or to register, please go to
http://www.jemicyschool.org/

mental, biomedical, and sensory
integration interventions for peo-
ple with autism

- Social and self-awareness

- Skills necessary to navigate em-
ployment, relationships, continu-
ing education, interdependent liv-
ing, and self-advocacy

(Continued on page 11)
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For further information and to regis-

ter, please go tbttp://howard-
autism.orgor call 410-290-3466.

The Maryland Assistive Technol-
ogy Co-operativewill host a work-
shop entitled “Getting to yes: Effec-

.3
y

Fair sponsored by Baltimore
County Commission on Disabili-
ties and funded by Maryland De-
partment of Disabilities

- Workshops by MSDE/Division of

Special Education Early Interven-

tion Services
For further information, please go to

tive strategies for advocating for your http://expo.caringcommunities.ooy

child” led by Janice Caro, Ph.D., at
their Assistive Technology Learning
Center, 7050 Oakland Mills Road,
Suite 160, Columbia. Dr. Caro is a
child psychologist and parent of a

call (866) 227-4644.

On Saturday, May 9,from 8:30 a.m.

—5:30 p.m., CHADD will hold a con-
ference entitled “Ages and stages of
child with multiple special needs. Thelearning and ADHD” at the Baltimore

workshop will focus on techniques forHilton. Sessions will include the fol-

advocating for your child. The strate-
gies will include: defining the prob-
lem; effective preparation for advo-
cacy; having a successful meeting;
strategies for having difficult conver-
sations and negotiating conflict; ef-
fective management of service pro-
viders; getting to problem resolution;
and effective monitoring of the solu-
tion.
The workshop will be held on the fol-
lowing dates:
- Tuesday, May 5, 10:00 a.m. -
noon
- Thursday, May 14, 7:00 - 9:00
p.m.
For further information or to register,
go tohttp://www.matcoop.or@r call
410-381-2667.

On Wednesday, May 6, and Thurs-
day, May 7, the sixth annual World
of Possibilities Expo will be held at
the Maryland State Fairgrounds in
Timonium. Hosted by Caring Com-
munities, and co-sponsored by the

lowing topics:

- Transition to college for students
with ADHD and learning disabili-
ties

- What the school-based profes-
sional needs to know about
ADHD

- Addressing deficits in executive
functions in the classroom

- Behavior management at school

- Key parenting strategies for han-
dling ADHD behaviors and fam-
ily stress within the home

- The role of medication in promot-
ing learning

For further information, please go to
http://www.chadd.or@r call (301)

306-7070.

On Friday, May 15, and Saturday,
May 16,from 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.,
Parents of Autistic Children (POAC)
of Central Maryland in cooperation

with the Maryland Developmental

Disabilities Administration will spon-
sor a two-day workshop entitled,

Maryland State Department of Educa~'Establishing instructional control by

tion’s Division of Special Education

building rapport and teaching func-

Early Intervention Services, the expo tional communication” led by Tho-

will feature the following:
- Employ-ABLE Disability Career

mas Caffrey, M.Ed., BCBA. Held at
the Community College of Baltimore

County, 800 S. Rolling Road, Catons-
ville, this workshop is designed to
prepare staff, related personnel, and
parents to teach functional communi-
cation to students with autism and
other developmental disabilities using
B.F. Skinner’s behavioral classifica-
tion of language. The hands-on ex-
perience focuses on developing the
repertoires needed for teaching func-
tional communication skills for both
vocal and non-vocal students in the
natural environment of public school
settings. For further information or to
register, please go tatp://
www.poacofcentralmd.org

On Saturday, May 16,from 9:00
a.m. — 2:00 p.m., Service Coordina-
tion in collaboration with the Devel-
opmental Disabilities Administration
will present a workshop entitled
“Living self-directed lives through the
principles of self-determination” at
the Arc of Baltimore, 6151 Metro
Drive, Baltimore. For further infor-
mation or to RSVP, please call 410-
256-8441 or e-maitclay-
pool@servicecoordinationinc.oay
vblack-
ner@servicecoordinationinc.arg

On Thursday, May 21,from 7:00 —
9:00 p.m., Autism-Asperger Associa-
tion of Calvert County will sponsor a
free presentation entitled “Building
Bridges: An autism awareness and
education resource for public
schools.” Led by Susan Marshburn,
Lori Wareham, Laura Phipps, and
Linda Carter-Ferrier, the presentation
will be held at Courthouse Square,
Lower Level Conference Room, 205
Main Street, Prince Frederick.

For further information, go tbttp://
www.asdcalvert.or@r call (410) 326-
5050.
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The “Gaming Club Too!!” provides struments; there is a stage area perfefriends, and develop more self-

an opportunity for group discussions, for playing. The programis run by  confidence in cycling. All types of
facilitated friendships and fun—and Joe Dickson with a support staff of  bikes are welcome, including tan-
game time too! This group is held on social workers/facilitators (5:1 ratio dems, recumbent, and trikes. Parents,
Thursdays from 6:15 — 8:30 p.m. at  of supervision). For further informa- caregivers, siblings, and friends are
Holy Grounds Youth Center, 623 Bal-tion, please contact Joe at 443-690- encouraged to participate as well.
timore-Annapolis Boulevard, Severna3560 or joedicksonbc@yahoo.com orThis is not a “learn how to ride” pro-
Park. The evening includes pizza, ]dickson@hannahmore.arg gram nor a competitive, racing pro-
soda, water, and juice, as well as al- gram. The program will begin in the
ternatives to meet dietary restrictions A newrecreational cycling club for  spring with bicycle safety instruction
or food preferences. Participants are individuals with developmental dis- and Sunday afternoon rides will be
asked to bring games they wantto  abilities ages 14 years and older is  scheduled in the summer and fall
play, preferably games for two or forming. This group is intended for months at area parks and trails. Cy-
more people; no video games are al- those who know how to ride a bike  cling club members are not required
lowed. The facility has a ping-pong and would like to learn more about  to attend all riding sessions. For more
table, pool table, and air hockey. Par-bike safety, develop bike handling  information, contact Mark Pape at
ticipants can also bring musical in-  skills, increase endurance, meet new 410-825-6362.

||
Kasey Fones-Wolf, a graduate studerftor further information, contagt- study is to use the results to design
in clinical psychology at Loyola, is  foneswolf@loyola.edor 410-274- better support programs for families
conducting a study to gather informa-8688. with a member on the spectrum. The
tion about parents’ perceptions of the survey should take no more than 20

helpfulness of their autism-related  Yngve Monsson, a graduate student minutes to complete. It is available at
social supports (i.e. how helpful or  pursuing a doctoral degree in clinical https://www.surveymonkey.com/
unhelpful certain supports are and  psychology at the University of Kan- s.aspx?

why). She is seeking parents to com- sas, and the parent of a 5-year-old girkm=81H5mdr7cNRm8iO0_2bpNk6w
plete an online survey (available at  with autism, is seeking parents of 3d_3d
https://www.psychdata.com/s.asp? children with autism to complete an For further information, please con-
SID=126289) The survey will take  online survey that focuses on how tactmonsson@Kku.edar (785) 864-
approximately 30-45 minutes to com- parents cope with the stressors result9854.

plete, and participants will be eligible ing from having a child on the autism

to win a $50 Target gift certificate. ~ spectrum. The goal of the research

Autfsm <
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The Foundation for Autism Support
and Training (FAST) is opening the
Augmentative and Alternative Com-
munication (AAC) showroom and
demonstration center in Silver

Spring. At no charge and by appoint-

ment, any person with autism in
Maryland -- or any family member of

the guide. The feedback e-mail ad-
dress iommunityresource-
guide@aacps.org

PowerPoint presentations and other
materials from conference presenta-
tions made at “High Expectations,
Endless Possibilities,” the January
2009 OSEP National Parent Center
conference are available online at the

a person with autism -- may set Up aRrechnical Assistance Alliance for

appointment to try out, learn about,
and play with a full range of leading
speech-generating devices. Trained
staff will be available to demonstrate
devices, answer questions, and pro-
vide AAC information. FAST also
provides training for direct care tech-
nicians, special educators, parents,

Parent Center’s web site. For more
information, go to
www.taalliance.org/
conferences/2009/agenda.asp

The Maryland State Department of

and speech and language pathologis&ducation’s Division of Special Edu-

on how to use these devices and
maintains an up-to-date listing of
AAC specialists in Maryland. For
further information, call 301-260-
2777 or goto
www.foundationforautismsupportand

training.org

Fleming, Freenwald & Associates,

cation/Early Intervention Services, in
collaboration with the Maryland
State Steering Committee for Occu-
pational and Physical Therapy
School-based Programs, has devel-
oped a new practice guide entitled,
“The Occupational and Physical
Therapy Early Intervention and
School-based Practices in Maryland,
a Guide to Practice.” It provides in-
formation regarding ‘best practices’

national social security disability ad- ¢4 school-based occupational and
vocates, have an informative web site,y sica| therapy services for children

which provides individuals with de-
tails about how to access Social Se-
curity Disability Insurance (SSDI)
and Supplemental Security Income
(SSI). For further information, go to
http://www.Disability-Claims.net

A new community resource guide is
available on the Anne Arundel
County Public Schools web site. Ac-
cess the guide attp:/
www.aacps.org/html/Parents/crg.pdf
A feedback e-mail address is avail-
able, which can be used to identify
additional resources or to report

and youth with disabilities. Occupa-
tional and physical therapy services
within the education setting are de-
signed to enable children and youth
with disabilities to benefit from spe-
cial education instruction in the least
restrictive environment. The guide is
available atttp://
marylandpublicschools.org/NR/
rdonlyres/954DFC2E-16D9-45FA-
B5C4-E713B0134FEA/19473/
OT_PT_FullDocument Decemberll

Final.pdf

changes to current resources listed in

Project Spectrum

was developed by the

SketchUp team at

Google to help peo-

ple with autism take
advantage of their visual and spatial
gifts. The idea for Project Spectrum
originated when Google began get-
ting phone calls and e-mails from
users telling them about how much
kids on the autism spectrum were
enjoying Google’s free 3D modeling
software, SketchUp. Google part-
nered with the Boulder, Colorado,
chapter of the Autism Society of
America, the Boulder Valley School
District, and the Life Long Learning
Lab at University of Colorado to pro-
vide children with software and guid-
ance that may help them to express
an idea or even develop a life skill.
For further information, go to
http://www.google.com/educators/sp
ectrum.html

ZAC Browser is a free web applica-
tion built for the enrichment of chil-
dren with autism spectrum disorders
ZAC Browser is designed to help
autistic children discover a connec-
tion to their own excellence, and hely
their parents discover a connection t
other parents of autistic children.
This is done by providing a unique
Internet web browser designed spe-
cifically for the use of autistic chil-
dren, and a forum designed to pro-
vide support to their families. For
further information, please go to
http://www.zacbrowser.com
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We have availablautism awareness merchandise
including puzzle ribbon lapel pins and car magnet
autism puzzle piece bracelets and wristbands, anc
many other wonderful items. They can be purchas
at our meetings or by using the order forms at
WWW.aaccasa.org

We patrticipate in affiliate programs wikuture
Horizons andAutism Asperger Publishing Com-
pany. When you access their web sites through th
links atwww.aaccasa.or@ur chapter receives a
portion of the price of your purchases.

TheGaryworld online store\ww.café press.com/
garyworld promotes the original artwork of chapte
member Gary Schmedes Jr., including such chara
ters as Monster Chicken and his girlfriend, Mon-
strous Hen. Gary and his family are generously dc
nating a portion of the profit from the sale ofghe
items to our chapter.
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Beth Strasnick, one of our

chapter members and the pa

ent of a child with autism, has

initiated a fundraising effort to
help our chapter's awarenes

education, support, and advo-

cacy efforts.

Beth has committed to donate $250 to AACC-

ASA for every referral through our group that

results in a sale, and to increase the donation to
$500 if she sells your home and helps you bu
new home.

Beth Strasnick
Century 21 Results Realty
7231 Ritchie Highway, Suite A, Glen Burnie
Cell (410) 294-7723
Office (410) 590-1395
Estrasnick@aol.com




