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Co-Presidents’ Message / Linda Carter-Ferrier and Alison Hamilton�
�������������������

We hope that everyone is having an enjoyable summer and finding 
creative ways to keep cool! We took our usual summer break from chap-
ter meetings and from the newsletter, but now we are preparing to return 
to school and to our chapter events. You will see that over the summer 
we’ve made some changes to the newsletter – we hope you enjoy the new 
look. 

 Summer can be a challenge for kids with ASD and their families. 
Without the structure school provides, it’s easy to wonder how all of us – 
kids, parents, and siblings – will still be sane on the first day of school. If 
your child with ASD had a successful experience this summer with a va-
cation, a day trip, or a summer program (other than ESY), we’d like you 
to share the information with us. Every spring we receive requests from 
people who are trying to identify programs, activities, and services for 
their children with ASD to participate in during the summer. We would 
like to collect this information now, while it’s fresh in everyone’s mind, 
to share in an upcoming edition of the newsletter. Please e-mail your re-
sponses to either of us (Linda – theferriers@earthlink.net; Alison – hamil-
tonal@verizon.net) and be sure to include as much information as you can 
about the program, activity or service, as well as the age of your child. We 
thank you in advance for sharing this helpful information. 

 If you still need to fill your calendar this summer, we can help! Before 
the season comes to an end, we invite everyone to join us at our summer 
beach party, which will be held on Saturday, August 23, from 1:00 – 4:30 
p.m. (rescheduled from Saturday, August 16) at a private community 
beach in Severna Park.  Please see the flyer at http://www.aaccasa.org/
news/june_2008/Summerbeachparty2008revised.pdf  for all of the details. 
We look forward to seeing you there! 

  The fall season also brings our annual membership drive. As was the 
case last year, we are sending membership notices via regular mail, so be 
sure to watch for it in your mailbox. You will have the option of going on
-line to complete your application form and paying for your membership 
with the PayPal feature on our website, or of completing and sending in 
the membership application form along with your check via regular mail. 
Thank you in advance for your support!  

The Voice 

�������������	
�����	
������



PAGE 2 THE VOICE FEBRUARY 09 

 

����������������

���
�����������
�������7
!������

8���
�9
�����:�������
�

�����
�����������
;����<
�����

�
�����������
=���&������
������
�&+�
9���&��	
&�

�
���������������

;�
��>��
�
&�
>�� ��	
���

������=
����������
8&����=
������$�

>�
�
��	�������
8
������	�����

9�
������?������
�
��&���&����
9	��&��������$�

9	���������!������
>�����������

�
������������
.
��&�9������

9�
������?������
�

 ���!�����"#$������$�!��% +�
������%��!
���������������������

���	����&��	���������������
9����&�9	
������%��	�������!�

������&��%��!����
�3��99����4�
���%�����%��!
����
�����������
���&-���%����������
�&����
��
!��������	��
�&��������������


�&���� �
!#��������#�������
��
!��������������������
�����

�����!�����&��	����99����-�
��99�����
���!�������������
�������&�%����	������!
����%�
�&�
��%��!
������	
�����������	����

�������-�

Events: Our online calendar provides 
updated information about the many 
autism-related and disability-related 
activities and events in our local area. 
It can be accessed at http://
www.aaccasa.org/calundur.htm. 
Support: Our chapter networking/
support/resource guide, available at 
http://www.aaccasa.org/images/Net 
workingGuide11-07.pdf, consists of a 
list of chapter member volunteers who 
are available to provide information 
and assistance to family members, 
friends, professionals, and service 

providers. If you are a paid member 
and have experience with any of the 
topics and would like to provide in-
formation and assistance, please con-
tact Alison Hamilton at (410) 451-
8015 or hamiltonal@verizon.net. 
Staying informed: Subscribe to our e-
mail action alert by sending a mes-
sage through www.aaccasa.org. It is 
an easy way to learn the latest infor-
mation about federal, state, and local 
legislative initiatives, lobbying ef-
forts, or other action items related to 
autism and disabilities. 
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-�� � Monthly meetings: Our meetings are 

held on the last Tuesday evening of 
each month  (August - November and 
January - May) at the Ruth Parker 
Eason School, 648 Old Mill Road, 
Millersville. Meetings begin at 7:00 
p.m. with introductions and general 
announcements, along with time for 

open discussion. A refreshment break 
is followed by a discussion led by the 
guest presenter. Ample time is al-
lowed for questions and follow-up 
discussion, as well as further opportu-
nity for group support and socializa-
tion. New members and new ideas are 
always welcome! 

��������������������������������������������������������������������� ���

New families: Our “Where to Start” 
brochure provides local resource in-
formation for families of children 
newly diagnosed with an autism spec-
trum disorder or families who are new 
to our area. It is available on our web-
site at www.aaccasa.org or by calling 
our chapter phone line at (410) 923-
8800. 
Chapter library: Our lending library 
is located at the Partners for Success 
Resource Center, Oakwood Elemen-
tary School, Portable “B”, 330 Oak 

Manor Drive, Glen Burnie. To see a 
full listing of the items available from 
our lending library, as well as related 
items available from the Partners for 
Success library, please go to  
www.aaccasa.org. To request an item, 
please contact Partners for Success at 
(410) 222-3805 or partnersforsuc-
cess@aacps.org. They will provide 
information about the various ways in 
which library materials can be ob-
tained. 
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On Thursday, August 14, from 9:00 
a.m. - 4:00 p.m., the Legal Aid Bu-
reau is sponsoring a free presentation 
entitled “Back to school: Enroll-
ment rights” at the Loyola College 
Graduate Center on McGaw Road in 
Columbia. The presentation will pro-
vide an overview of the substantive 
law regarding enrollment rights. Top-
ics will include basic school enroll-
ment rights, enrollment rights for 
children who are homeless, and en-
rollment rights for children with 
school discipline issues. For further 
information or to obtain registration 
materials, please contact Yoanna 
Moisides at (443) 451-2810 or ymois-
ides@mdlab.org. 

*** 
 On Saturday, August 16, from 9:00 
a.m. - 3:30 p.m., the FIT Ministry 
(Faith and Inclusion Together) at 
Grace Lutheran Church in Westmin-
ster will host a free workshop entitled 
“Building bridges of understand-
ing: Welcoming all God’s children - 
a disability awareness training.” 
Presenters will include Cheryl Hall, 
Executive Director of SHAUN Minis-
try and special education coordinator 
and teacher at Mount Saint Joseph 
High School; Karen Patterson, Assis-
tant Director of SHAUN Ministry and 
Director of respite care and training at 
the Arc of Montgomery County; and 
Sharon Glass, Founder of FOCAS 
(Families of Children with Autism 
Support Group, Carroll County, 
Maryland). The presentation is de-
signed for Christian preschool teach-
ers and assistants, Christian education 
teachers and assistants (children, 
youth and adult), youth and family 
ministry leaders, confirmation men-

tors, church leaders, anyone who 
works one-on-one with children with 
disabilities (including teens), church 
nursery volunteers, and anyone who 
wishes to learn more about disabili-
ties. The workshop will provide Bibli-
cal insight as well as understanding 
about different types of disabilities 
from autism to mental illness, seizure 
disorders to food allergies, and many 
more. Partnership and collaboration 
with families will be some of the key 
elements of learning how to work 
with those who have different abili-
ties. There will be small group oppor-
tunities to learn how to modify lesson 
plans. An interactive hands-on session 
will give participants an experiential 
“window” into living life with a dis-
ability, and a parent’s perspective will 
also be presented. Registration is re-
quired. A packet of information about 
disabilities will be given to each par-
ticipant. A donation to help cover the 
cost of printed materials is appreci-
ated. For further information or to 
register, please contact FOCAS at 
focascc@yahoo.com. 

***  
 On Wednesday, September 3, from 
7:00 – 9:00 p.m., the Anne Arundel 
County Early Childhood Intervention 
PTO will host a free Back to School 
Resource Fair at Pasadena Elemen-
tary School on East Pasadena Road in 
Pasadena. More than a dozen local 
organizations and service providers 
will be on hand to answer questions 
regarding resources available to fami-
lies with special needs children ages 
birth to five. Attendees will include 
the Kennedy Krieger Institute, Special 
Olympics, AACC’s BEST and Par-
enting Center, Abilities Network, An-

napolis Children’s Therapy Center, 
Parents Place of Maryland, The Au-
tism Project, and the Infants and Tod-
dlers Program and Preschool Special 
Education Services. For further infor-
mation or to RSVP, please contact the 
group at 
AAC_ECI_PTO@yahoogroups.com 
or Carolyn Fiume at (410) 695-2748 
or Dawn Dixon at (410) 721-1748. 

***  
From Friday, September 12,, to 
Monday, September 15, Monocacy 
Montessori Communities will host a 
training session entitled “Autism: 
Montessori approaches in the 
home.” It will be led by Michelle 
Lane and held at the Hampton Inn and 
Suites in Frederick/Ft. Detrick. The 
four-day course is designed as an 
overview of the different areas of the 
Montessori curriculum and how they 
can be modified to work with a child 
with an autism spectrum disorder in 
the home. The program is designed 
for parents, caregivers, and educators 
of children between the ages of 2 – 9.  
For further information or to obtain 
registration materials, please go to 
http://www.mvms.info/autism.htm or 
call Catherine Nehring at (301)846-
0797. 

***  
 On Monday, September 22, from 
7:00 – 9:00 p.m., Jewish Community 
Services will host a free workshop 
entitled “Everything you wanted to 
know about SSDI and SSI”. It will be 
led by Stephanie Lonesome, Area 
Work Incentive Coordinator, with the 
Social Security Administration and 
held at Jewish Community Services 
on Park Heights Avenue in Baltimore. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Pre-registration is required. For fur-
ther information or to register, please 
call (410) 466-9200. 

***  
The Parenting Center at Anne 
Arundel Community College will 
hold the following courses during 
their upcoming fall session: 

· Parenting children with ADHD 
(Wednesdays, September 17, 
September 24, and October 1, 
from 7:00 – 9:00 p.m.) 

· Helping disorganized kids suc-
ceed in school (Tuesday, Septem-
ber 23, and Thursday, September 
25, from 9:00 – 11:00 a.m.; and 
Thursdays, November 6 and 13 
from 7:00 – 9:00 p.m.) 

· Controlling your child’s behav-
ior. (Wednesdays, October 8 and 
15, from 9:00 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.; 
and Tuesdays, December 2, 9 and 

16, from 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.) 
· The explosive child (Saturday, 

November 15, from 9:00 a.m. – 
4:00 p.m.) 

For further information or to obtain 
registration materials, please contact 
the Parenting Center at (410) 777-
2159 or go to http://www.aacc.edu/
parenting. 

***  
 On Friday, August 22, from 10:00 - 
11:45 a.m., College Living 
Experience (CLE) will hold an open 
house at their office in Rockville. 
CLE is an academic support program 
for students with disabilities who 
attend college or trade school. The 
program includes academic support, 
socialization skill development, and 
independent living skills. For further 
information, please contact Todd 
Kaudy at (240) 399-4279 ext. 204. 

(Continued from page 3) 
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���������������
 To celebrate the creativity and diversity 
of the autism community, the Autism 
Society of America is sponsoring a 
unique online art exhibition. Interested 
participants are invited to upload art cre-
ated by individuals on the autism spec-
trum to the online exhibit and help us 
raise awareness that people with autism 
can realize their utmost potential.  In-
structions on how to upload art to the 
ASA online art exhibition are available 
at http://www.autism-
soci-
ety.org/site/PageServer?pagename=art_exhibit_upload. To view the exhibit, go to 
http://www.autism-society.org/site/PageServer?pagename=art_exhibit. 

���
���
�� �
Project Spectrum 
was developed by the 
SketchUp team at 
Google to help peo-
ple with autism take 

advantage of their visual and spatial 
gifts. The idea for Project Spectrum 
originated when Google began get-
ting phone calls and e-mails from 
users telling them about how much 
kids on the autism spectrum were 
enjoying Google’s free 3D modeling 
software, SketchUp. Google part-
nered with the Boulder, Colorado, 
chapter of the Autism Society of 
America, the Boulder Valley School 
District, and the Life Long Learning 
Lab at University of Colorado to pro-
vide children with software and guid-
ance that may help them to express 
an idea or even develop a life skill. 
For further information, go to 
http://www.google.com/educators/sp
ectrum.html. 

ZAC Browser is a free web applica-
tion built for the enrichment of chil-
dren with autism spectrum disorders. 
ZAC Browser is designed to help 
autistic children discover a connec-
tion to their own excellence, and help 
their parents discover a connection to 
other parents of autistic children. 
This is done by providing a unique 
Internet web browser designed spe-
cifically for the use of autistic chil-
dren, and a forum designed to pro-
vide support to their families. For 
further information, please go to 
http://www.zacbrowser.com.  
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On Saturday, August 16, from 2:30 - 
4:30 p.m., Abilities Network’s Family 
Empowerment Network will hold a 
Back to School Ice Cream Social at 
Glenwood Community Center on 
Route 97 in Cooksville. For further 
information or to RSVP, please con-
tact Kelly Dunning at (443) 562-4772 
or kdunning@abilitiesnetwork.org. 

***  
On Thursday, August 14, at 6:30 
p.m., Autism Speaks will host a kick-
off reception for the 2008 Baltimore 
Walk Now For Autism at the Shera-
ton Baltimore North on Dulaney Val-
ley Road in Towson. The walk is 
scheduled for Saturday, October 4, at 
Towson University. For further infor-
mation or to RSVP, please contact 
baltimore@autismspeaks.org or (888) 
777-6227 ext. 7338. Information is 
also available at 
www.walknowforautism.org/
baltimore. 

***  
On Wednesday, September 3, from 
6:00 p.m. – 2:00 a.m., Pathfinders for 
Autism will participate in a charity 
guest bartending challenge at the 
Mt. Washington Tavern on Newbury 
Street in Baltimore. Participants will 
include B.J. and Polly Surhoff, Steve 
and Mindy Geppi, Del. Jon Cardin, 
Del. Dana Stein and Mary Beth Mars-
den. Your restaurant and/or bar tab 
will help Pathfinders for Autism com-
pete for a $10,000 prize. For dining 
room sales to count in the contest, you 
must make a reservation and mention 
Pathfinders (carry out orders count 
too). For further information or to 
make a reservation, call Mt. Washing-
ton Tavern at (410) 367-6903 or go to 
www.mtwashingtontavern.com. 

***  

 The second annual Art Now for Au-
tism will be held in October 2008. 
This online exhibition and fundraiser 
benefits Autism Speaks and coincides 
with the Washington DC Walk Now 
for Autism. It is organized by chapter 
member Claudine Intner, an Annapo-
lis-based artist and mother of a child 
on the spectrum. Some 50 artists from 
as far away as Australia are commit-
ted to participating. The exhibit in-
cludes work by a broad range of art-
ists, among them artists on the autism 
spectrum. The deadline for art dona-

tions is Wednesday, September 10. 
100% of the sale of art goes to Autism 
Speaks. For further information, go to 
www.artnowforautism.com. 

***  
On Saturday, September 13, the 
Howard County Autism Society will 
hold their second annual One Step 
Closer autism walk at Centennial 
Park in Ellicott City to raise funds for 
their organization. For further infor-
mation, go to www.howard-
autism.org or call (410) 290-3466. 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Monthly events for individuals with ASD 
and their families: 
Dinner at the Rockfish: On the third 
Tuesday of the month, from 5:00 – 10:00 p.m., the 
Rockfish restaurant on Sixth Street in Annapolis will hold a 
special evening for families living with an autism spectrum disorder. Spe-
cial gluten- and/or casein-free menu items are available, background music 
is turned down, and a quiet room is available. Reservations are encour-
aged. Call (410) 267-1800. A portion of the proceeds is donated to Path-
finders for Autism. 

· 2008 dates: Tuesdays, August 19, September 16, October 14, 
November 18, and December 16.  

Play time at Bounce Around: On the third Wednesday of every month, 
Bounce Around on Airport Park Road in Glen Burnie will hold four ses-
sions at 1:00 p.m., 2:00 p.m., 5:30 p.m., and 6:30 p.m. for children with 
autism spectrum disorders and their siblings. A quiet room is available. 
Reservations are required. Call (410) 768-8288. 

· 2008 dates: Wednesdays, August 20, September 17, October 15, 
November 19, and December 17. 

Book club: On the third Thursday of the month, from 6:30 – 8:00 p.m., 
Book Friends will hold their meeting at the public library on McKinsey 
Road in Severna Park. Participants with and without disabilities age 18 or 
older are welcome. For further information or to reserve a seat, contact 
Chrystal Irving at (443) 867-7032 or Rebecca Raggio at (410) 923-5751. 

· 2008 dates: Thursdays, August 21, September 25, October 30, 
November 20, and December 18.  
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On Sunday, September 14, from 
3:00 – 6:00 p.m., the Maryland Res-
pite Care Coalition will hold a ‘Raise 
your Glass for Respite’ wine tasting 
and silent auction event in Cockeys-
ville to raise funds for their organiza-
tion. For further information, go to 
www.respitecoalition.org or call (240) 
453-9585. 

***  

From Friday, September 19, to Sun-
day, September 21, Horror Creek’s 
Festival of Fear (a horror genre film 
convention) will be held at the Hilton 
Baltimore BWI Airport on Nursery 
Road in Linthicum. A percentage of 
the proceeds from VIP packages and 
door admission will be donated to the 
Autism Society of America.  For fur-
ther information, contact Rob Stull at 
(443) 623-0156 or restull@aol.com or 
go to www.myspace.com/

horrorcreekfestivaloffear. 
***  

On Sunday, September 28, the Arc 
of the Central Chesapeake Region 
will hold their inaugural “Be a Su-
perhero – Run for a Reason” 5k 
run/walk/wheel event. For further 
information, including how to form a 
team or become a sponsor, contact 
Glenn Carr, event chair, at 
glenncarr@aol.com or (410) 269-
1237. 

(Continued from page 5) 

��� ���	�''�����
The Department of Justice is seeking 
public comment on proposed changes 
to its regulations implementing Titles 
II and III of the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act of 1990 (ADA). The pro-
posed regulations will establish spe-
cific requirements for the design of 
accessible public facilities such as 
courtrooms and an array of recrea-
tional facilities including play-
grounds, swimming pools, amuse-
ment parks and golf courses, making 
it easier for individuals with disabili-
ties to enjoy leisure activities and oth-
erwise participate in society. Testi-
mony may be submitted online at 
www.regulations.gov or by mail as 
follows: ADA NPRM, P.O. Box 
2846, Fairfax, VA 22031-
0846.  Overnight deliveries should be 
sent to the Disability Rights Section, 
Civil Rights Division, U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice, located at 1425 New 
York Avenue, N.W., Suite 4039, 

Washington, D.C. 20005. All com-
ments will be made available for pub-
lic viewing online at 
www.regulations.gov and must be 
received by August 18, 2008. 

��"�� ������
The Helping HANDS for Autism Act 
was recently introduced in the U.S. 
House of Representatives. This legis-
lation is a three-part package designed 
to support families dealing with au-
tism spectrum disorders; increase 
awareness among first responders and 
public safety officials; and provide 
housing options and services for 
adults with autism. It is a companion 
to legislation that was introduced in 
the Senate last April. The legislation 
specifically does the following: 

· Creates a grant program to pro-
vide “autism navigator” services 
to help guide families to current 
health, education, housing, and 
social services. The program will 
help connect families to important 

treatment options soon after diag-
nosis; help families identify edu-
cation options; and help coordi-
nate individuals’ care and com-
munity support. 

· Provides for the development, 
demonstration and dissemination 
of a standard curriculum for the 
training of first responders 
(police, fire departments, emer-
gency medical technicians, and 
other volunteers) in assisting indi-
viduals with autism and other cog-
nitive behavioral disabilities.  

· Creates a HUD task force com-
prised of appropriate national and 
state autism advocacy groups, 
community-based organizations 
and parents who are charged with 
developing a housing demonstra-
tion grant program for adults with 
autism. The goal of the grant pro-
gram is to provide individualized 
housing and services to adults 
with autism spectrum disorders. 

(�����&� &�!(�����&� &�!(�����&� &�!(�����&� &�!����
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The Pediatric and Developmental 
Neuropsychiatry Branch of the Na-
tional Institutes of Health in Be-
thesda is conducting several longitu-
dinal studies for children 1 to 6 
years of age. Five groups are part of 
this study: children with aggressive 
onset of autism; children with autism 
and no history of regression; children 
with Rett Disorder; developmentally 
delayed children; and typically devel-
oping children. The study includes a 
comprehensive baseline assessment 
including cognitive and behavioral 
testing, neurological evaluation, labo-
ratory assays, MRI, and EEG work 
ups by a team of specialists in pediat-
rics, child psychology, child psychia-
try, pediatric neurology, and social 
work. For further details and to find 
out if your child is eligible to partici-
pate in any of these studies, plesae 
call (301) 435-7962 or (800) 411-
1212 or email: NIMH-
ASD@mail.nih.gov. 

***  
  The Infant Brain Imaging Study 
(IBIS) Network at the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill is 
seeking children to monitor from in-

fancy for biological and behavioral 
characteristics associated with autism. 
For further information, go to http://
www.ibis-network.org or call (800) 
793-5715. 

***  
Teens and young adults (ages 16 – 
21) with High Functioning Autism or 
Asperger Syndrome who are consid-
ering pursuing postsecondary educa-
tion (college, university, vocational/
trade school, etc.) are sought to par-
ticipate in a new project called 
“Supporting Transition in Vocation 
and Education (STRIVE).” Partici-
pants will be asked to attend a 90-
minute group session in Rockville 
and Silver Spring to help assess the 
effectiveness and appropriateness of 
the STRIVE curriculum and to pro-
vide feedback about its format and 
content. For further information, con-
tact Tina Thomas at (240) 645-1121 
or tthomas@danya.com. 

***  
Dr. Laura Stapleton and Anna Burns, 
M.A., at the University of Maryland 
Baltimore County are seeking par-
ticipants for a study comparing two 
types of video modeling to teach self-
help skills to children ages 4 – 16 
with autism. The intervention will 
consist of showing your child a video 
made using one type of video model-
ing. The video will attempt to teach 
your child to do a multi-step task. 
Prompting and positive reinforcement 
may also be used to help your child 
learn this new task. To learn more, 
contact Anna Burns at (443) 983-
4417 or burns1@umbc.edu. 

***  
Rachel Straub and Raymond Ro-
manczyk of Binghamton University 
are conducting a research study re-

lated to child safety and injury risk. 
Their goal is to collect information 
from the perspective of both parents 
and teachers about the safety risks 
that are of greatest concern in each 
setting (home and school) in order to 
help improve preventive methods for 
child safety. For further information, 
go to http://icd.binghamton.edu and 
click on the link for the Child Safety 
Survey. 

***  
The Riesenhuber Laboratory in the 
Department of Neuroscience at 
Georgetown University Medical 
Center, in cooperation with Chil-
dren’s National Medical Center and 
its Center for Autism Spectrum Dis-
orders, is continuing to seek adults 
ages 18-60 to participate in a behav-
ioral and functional MRI (fMRI) 
study investigating face recognition 
and perceptual learning in autism 
spectrum disorders. They are seeking 
both adults who have been diagnosed 
with an autism spectrum disorder and 
adults who have a relative with an 
autism spectrum disorder and who 
themselves have traits or characteris-
tics of an autism spectrum disorder. 
Participants must have normal or cor-
rected-to-normal vision (glasses/
contacts) and cannot have medical 
implants (pacemaker, orthodontic 
braces, etc). The study consists of two 
sessions, the first for paperwork and 
diagnostics at the Rockville Outpa-
tient Center for Children’s National 
Medical Center, and the second for 
behavioral and fMRI measurements at 
Georgetown University.  For further 
information, contact vi-
sionlab@georgetown.edu or (202) 
687-7837 or go to http://
maxlab.neuro.georgetown.edu. 

������������!���������������!���������������!���������������!���� ���
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... to Maureen Flanagan, a speech-
language pathologist, who has 
donated a copy of her book 
“Improving speech and eating 
skills in children with Autism 
Spectrum: An oral motor program 
for home and school” to our chap-
ter’s lending library. 
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Chapter member Brigid Bruno has 
worked with St. John the Evangelist 
Catholic Church in Severna Park to 
provide religion classes for children 
with disabilities such as autism or 
Down syndrome. John Poland, the 
director of religious education at St. 
John, started a pilot class last year 
that included Ms. Bruno’s son, 
Brooks. This year, the class is avail-
able to any child with learning dis-
abilities. The expanded program, 
scheduled to start in early fall, will 
meet on Saturdays and will be open to 
individuals of all Christian religions. 
Parents must pay a small fee to cover 
materials and will be expected to help 
in their child’s class. The special 
classes will move at a slower pace 
and will use more concrete language 
and symbols. The program is also 
seeking volunteers; a background in 
special education is a plus, though not 
required. For further information or to 
volunteer, call Mr. Poland at (410) 
647-4892 or jpoland@stjohnsp.org. 
 

������ ����!���������� �
Cisco and Carla Nochera and Eric 
Wellens have founded the Cisco Cen-
ter in Severna Park. The center will 
offer half-day preschool programs for 
special-needs children this fall, as 
well as programs to help children 
with learning disorders improve their 
speech, language, and social skills. 
Parent volunteers are welcome. Fall 
classes will be held throughout the 
day and after school hours. Students’ 
ages range from pre-K to fifth grade. 
For further information, visit 
www.ciscocenter.org. 

����� ��%�  ��(�����
Janet Palmer and Nicholas Schweizer 
are forming a social skills group that 
will focus on teaching practical life 
skills for young adults with Asper-
ger’s Syndrome or autism. Beginning 
this month, the group will meet on 
Wednesday evenings from 6:30 - 8:00 
p.m. for 10 weeks at Villa Maria in 
Lutherville. The purpose of the group 
is to assist each participant in design-
ing an individualized plan of action 
for increased independence and suc-
cess in their daily lives. Topics cov-
ered will include casual conversation 
for social situations, do’s and don’ts 
for social interactions, job skills, time 
and money management, self-
advocacy, healthy lifestyles, extracur-
ricular activities, and dating. There 
will also be a session for parents to 
assist with skill maintenance. Inter-
views are required prior to first ses-
sion. For further information or to 
schedule an appointment for an inter-
view, please call (410) 847-9440. 
 


�� ���	�������&����	���!��������
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The Parents’ Place of Maryland, in 
partnership with the Office for Genet-
ics and Children with Special Health 
Care Needs; Johns Hopkins 
Bloomberg School of Public Health; 
Women’s and Children’s Health Pol-
icy Center; and the Maryland Chapter 
of the American Academy of Pediat-
rics has been awarded a State Imple-
mentation Grant for Integrated Com-
munity Systems for Children and 
Youth with Special Health Care 
Needs from the Maternal and Child 
Health Bureau. The purpose of this 
grant is to implement the President’s 

New Freedom Initiative (NFI) by im-
proving access to quality, comprehen-
sive, coordinated community-based 
systems of services for children and 
youth with disabilities and special 
health care needs. Maryland’s project, 
titled ‘Developing a Community of 
Care for Maryland Children and 
Youth with Special Health Care 
Needs’, is funded for a 3-year period 
(June 2008 - May 2011). The founda-
tion of the project will be the Com-
munity of Care Consortium for 
CYSHCN, which will be developed 
within the first year of the grant to 
plan, implement, and evaluate strate-
gies to achieve six core outcomes: 

· Families partner in decision-
making and are satisfied with the 
services they receive. 

· CYSHCN receive coordinated 
ongoing comprehensive care 
within a medical home. 

· Families of CYSHCN have 
adequate private and/or public 
insurance to pay for the services 
they need. 

· Children are screened early and 
continuously for special health 
care needs. 

· Community-based service 
systems are organized so families 
can use them easily.  

· Youth with special health care 
needs receive the services 
necessary to make transitions to 
adult life, including adult health 
care, work, and independence. 

For further information, please con-
tact Kelly Meissner at the Parents’ 
Place of Maryland (kelly@ppmd.org), 
or Rachel Hardegree at the Office for 
Genetics and Children with Special 
Health Care Needs. 

��)����"��'���)����"��'���)����"��'���)����"��'�� ���
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Autism Spectrum Disorder support 
group of Southern Maryland 

· Web site: www.orgsites.com/md/
asd supportgroupofsomd 

· Contact: Terri at (301) 862-7235 
or griestbeary@verizon.net or 
Jennifer at (301) 997-0794 or 
johnjenb@md.metrocast.net,  

Arc of Baltimore support group for 
parents and caregivers of children 
with developmental disabilities 

· Contact: Katrina Clemons at (410) 
296-2272 ext. 5353 or  
clemons@arcofbaltimore.org. 

Adult Autism Resource Group 
· Contact: Linda Pearl at (410) 769-

9500. 
Autism-Asperger Association of 
Calvert County support group 

· Contact: (410) 326-5050 or 
AAACC@asdcalvert.org. 

Autistic Self Advocacy Network - 
Baltimore chapter 

· Web site: http://
aspergers.meetup.com/256/
calendar/7207155 or 
www.autisticadvocacy.org  

· Contact: Ari Ne’eman at (732) 
763-5530 or 
info@autisticadvocacy.org. 

Anne Arundel County Asperger 
Syndrome support group 

· Web site: www.aacaps.org 
· Contact: Sue Hayward at (410) 

544-6661 . 
Asperger Syndrome and autism spec-
trum disorders support group 

· Web site: http://
aspergers.meetup.com/243. 

The Army Exceptional Family Mem-
ber Program’s monthly support group 
meetings at Ft. Meade 

· Contact: Caraline Someck or 

Valerie Stanislaus at (301) 677-
5590 or efmp.fggm@gmail.com. 

Abilities Network epilepsy support 
group 

· Contact: Danielle Wright at (301) 
392-3554 ext. 210. 

Baltimore Chesapeake Chapter of the 
Autism Society support group 

· Web site: www.bcc-asa.org  
· Contact: (410) 655-7933. 

Calvert County special needs support 
group 

· Web site: www.co.cal.md.us/
residents/parks/therapeutic 

· Contact: Call Therapeutic 
Recreation office at (410) 535-
1600 ext. 2542. 

Free-Mealers, a support group for 
those following a gluten-free/casein-
free diet or wanting to learn more 
about it.  

· Web site: http://
health.groups.yahoo.com/group/
Free-Mealers 

· Contact: Anna at 
annaletaw@comcast.net  

Holistic Moms Network 
· Web site: www.holisticmoms.org  
· Contact: Cassandra Alls at cbsun-

shine@mac.com or (443) 995-
2622. 

Howard County Asperger’s support 
group 

· Contact: Elaine McAuliffe at 
(410) 730-0068. 

· Howard County Autism Society 
support group 

· Web site: www.howard-
autism.org  

· Contact: (410) 290-3466. 
Parent support group for children with 
disabilities and developmental disor-
ders 

· Contact: Frankly Communicating 

Speech Language Therapy at 
(410) 871-2990. 

Parents of Autistic Children (POAC) 
of Central Maryland offers training, 
support, and advocacy resource for 
families regarding Applied Behavior 
Analysis (ABA) programs for chil-
dren with autism.  

· Web site: 
www.poacofcentralmd.org. 

Southern Anne Arundel County au-
tism support group 

· Contact: Tammy LeBow at (410) 
336-6104. 

Sensory Processing Disorder parent 
support group 

· Contact: OT Ventures at (443) 
812-6396 or ot_ventures 
@hotmail.com. 

Support group for parents of students 
with disabilities 

· Contact: Bob Brown at (443) 881-
2034 or 
rbrown@hannahmore.org. 

 

� �����"*��!�������*���!���� %����
Pathfinders for Autism has a “Dining 
out with autism awareness night tool-
kit” available on their web site. It is a 
step-by-step guide to encourage res-
taurants to welcome families of indi-
viduals with autism and their families. 
Shelly McLaughlin, a Bel Air resident 
and parent of a child with autism, 
worked with Pathfinders for Autism 
to create the toolkit after her phe-
nomenal success in setting up an 
awareness night at the Main Street 
Tower Restaurant in Bel Air. Shelly 
approached the Main Street Tower 
after learning of a similar event 
hosted by Pathfinders for Autism and 
the Rockfish Restaurant in Annapolis. 

(Continued on page 10) 
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The kit includes advice for approach-
ing restaurants; promoting the event; 
tips for serving individuals with au-
tism; ideas for gluten-and casein-free 
menu items; and suggestions such as 
reduced background music (to accom-
modate sensory integration issues), 
and a quiet area in case that is needed. 
Pathfinders for Autism also offers 
free training (and will visit Maryland 
restaurants in advance) to ensure a 
staff comfort level. The Toolkit is 
available at http://
www.pathfindersforautism.org/
upload/packet-for-Pathfinders.pdf. 
For more information or to schedule 
training, please contact Rebecca Ri-
enzi, Director of Outreach and Com-
munity Partnerships at (410) 769-
8221 or e-mail rri-
enzi@pathfindersforautism.org. 

***  
Easter Seals and the Autism Society 
of America have partnered together to 
prepare a state-of-the-state report of 
autism legislation in the 50 states, the 
District of Columbia, and Puerto 
Rico. The profiles highlight the num-
ber of children with autism who have 
received the state’s special education 
services, state-mandated insurance 
coverage for autism if available, 
Medicaid services specific for indi-
viduals with autism, educational pro-
grams provided to students with au-
tism or training that focused on au-
tism, special education criteria, other 
state-led resources, and sponsors of 
autism legislation. The reports are 
available at www.autism-society.org/
research_advo_states; the State of 
Maryland report is available at http://
www.autism-society.org/site/

DocServer/
Autism_Maryland_v2.pdf?
docID=9572. 

***  
A new publication from the HEATH 
Resource Center entitled “Guidance 
and Career Counselors’ toolkit: Ad-
vising high school students with dis-
abilities on post-secondary options” 
contains answers to most frequently 
asked questions about postsecondary 
opportunities for students with dis-
abilities. Students and their families 
are encouraged to use the toolkit to 
help guide their transition planning 
for college and career.  It is available 
at http://www.heath.gwu.edu/files/
active/1/Toolkit.pdf. 

***  
The “Special needs planning guide: 
How to prepare for every stage of 
your child’s life” is written by authors 
who have family members with spe-
cial needs (John Nadworny and Cyn-
thia Haddadis). It includes a CD-
ROM that contains a helpful financial 
planning timeline and a printable Let-
ter of Intent that lets parents commu-
nicate key information, concerns, and 
desires to future caretakers. The book 
is available through Brookes Publish-
ing. For further information, please go 
to www.brookespublishing.com/store/
books/nadworny-68028/index.htm. 

***  
 The IDEA Partnership of the Na-
tional Association of State Directors 
of Special Education has developed 
the Results for Kids: Resources li-
brary. Materials in this library focus 
on models, curricula, practices, pol-
icy, research, tools, and resources de-
signed to improve outcomes for all 
struggling learners, as generated by 

general education, special education, 
and related disciplines. For further 
information, please go to http://
www.ideapartnership.org/rkr.cfm. 

***  
Health care transition is the process of 
helping youth with special health 
needs to be more in charge of their 
own care. The Institute for Child 
Health Policy (ICHP) at the Univer-
sity of Florida has developed several 
health care transition resources, in-
cluding workbooks, training materi-
als, pamphlets, and videos. These ma-
terials are available at no cost at 
http://hctransitions.ichp.ufl.edu. 

***  
Free reproducible language and early 
literacy activities are available at 
http://www.walearning.com. The ma-
terials are designed to encourage par-
ents to interact with their children 
while they are “on the go” to facilitate 
language, early literacy, and positive 
parent-child interactions. The materi-
als include 14 activities and accompa-
nying hints about how to modify the 
activities to meet the specific devel-
opmental needs of the child. 
 


�"���+�������
MAAP Services for Autism and As-
perger Spectrum is a nonprofit organi-
zation dedicated to providing infor-
mation and advice to families of ad-
vanced individuals with Autism, As-
perger’s Syndrome, and Pervasive 
Developmental Disorder (PDD). 
Through its quarterly newsletter, The 
MAAP, the organization provides the 
opportunity for parents and profes-
sionals to network with others in 

(Continued from page 9) 

(Continued on page 11) 
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similar circumstances and to learn 
about more advanced individuals 
within the autism spectrum. For fur-
ther information, go to http://
www.asperger.org/
What_Is_Maap.asp. 

***  
 The National Youth Leadership Net-
work (NYLN) is a youth-driven, 
youth-led organization, made up of 
young leaders with disabilities from 
throughout the United States and its 
territories. NYLN promotes youth 
leadership and education, and teaches 
young people how to advocate.  Their 
goal is to make sure that young peo-
ple with disabilities know how to set 
and reach their own goals. The re-
sources they have to offer include the 
following: 

· Resource Clearinghouse (http://
nyln.org/Clearinghouse/
resourceclearinghouse.html) pro-
vides materials and information 
about education, employment, 
healthcare, disability history/
disability culture, advocacy, pol-
icy, and international exchange 

· Documents from NYLN and 
KASA (http://nyln.org/
Clearinghouse/
resourceclearinghouse.html). 
NYLN and KASA (Kids As Self-
Advocates) are youth-led organi-
zations; KASA is for young peo-
ple who are 13 - 24 years old. 
They worked together to create 
documents on a variety of topics, 
including respectful disability lan-
guage and accessibility and ac-
commodations. 

 For further information, please go to 
http://ww.nyln.org or contact Betsy 

Valnes, NYLN Executive Director, at 
(866) 480-6565 or bvalnes@tie.net. 

***  
The Autism Help Network has started 
a national group organization for fa-
thers dealing with autism called 
“F.A.C.T. –Fathers of Autism Coali-
tion Team”. For further information, 
please contact cswan-
son@autismhelpforyou.org. 
 


� ����
Thomas Taylor and Elyse Bruce have 
created a series of free informative 
web seminars/podcasts about autism 
spectrum disorders. Topics to date 
have included autism, Asperger Syn-
dome and autism spectrum disorders; 
web resources and forum communi-
ties; special feature interviews; par-
enting; and bullying. For further in-
formation, please go to http://
mic.mypodcast.com. 

***  
 The Maryland Department of Dis-
abilities (MDOD) recently launched 
its new website at 
www.mdod.maryland.gov. The goal 
of the new site is to be a model for 
accessibility, providing an efficient 
and direct method to essential infor-
mation about disability resources and 
services throughout the state. 
 

��� ���������
Ellen Notbohm, author of the book 
“Ten things every child with autism 
wishes you knew,” has a free monthly 
e-newsletter for anyone who shares an 
interest in kids with autism. For fur-
ther information, please go to 
www.ellennotbohm.com/
newsletters.html. 

***  
A new publication entitled “The 411 
on disability disclosure” explores the 
role that families and advocates play 
in helping youth understand the im-
portance of appropriate disability dis-
closure. It is available at http://
www.ncwd-youth.info/
resources_&_Publications/
information_Briefs/issue21.html. 

***  
A recent edition of the OARacle, the 
e-newsletter of the Organization for 
Autism Research, contains an article 
entitled “Working with children with 
ASD: Tips for medical staff”. It is 
available at http://
www.researchautism.org/resources/
newsletters/2008/
April_2008.asp#five. 

***  
ArTRAN, the Applied Theatre Re-
search and Autism Network, is 
launching an e-journal, with plans to 
release the first issue by December 
2008. The journal will include peer-
reviewed research articles; creative 
arts (poetry, painting, cartoons, and 
short stories) by individuals on the 
autism spectrum; success stories sub-
mitted by parents, caregivers, and 
special educators; discussion about 
specific problems, and information 
about events related to autism and the 
arts. Individuals interested in submit-
ting contributions are asked to contact 
Parasuram Ramamoorthi at 
Parasuram.ramamoorthi@gmail.com. 

***  
 D.J. Svoboda, an artist with autism, 
has created The Imagifriends based 
on difficult situations he has faced 
growing up with autism. They are 

(Continued from page 10) 

(Continued on page 12) 
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brightly colored characters who help 
and support one another. They live in 
a wonderful place called Imagiville 
where everyone is accepted “just the 
way they are” and no one is ever 
picked on or mistreated. His first 
book, about acceptance for those with 
autism, has just been published. For 
further information, please go to 
http://www.MYIMAGIVILLE.com. 
 

��,��-�
In a large crowd, parents and children 
can become separated. The purpose of 
The Kid CallCard is to help the child 
quickly reunite with their parent in 
case an accidental separation occurs. 
The Kid CallCard is a two-sided wa-
terproof card that holds up to 10 cell 
phone numbers on one side, and is 
personalized with your child’s first 
name on the other. It’s the size of a 
credit card, and provides space for 
two primary cell numbers (usually 
Mom and Dad), and up to 10 secon-
dary cell numbers for grandparents, 
aunts, uncles, family friends, etc., 
with whom your child attends out-
ings. For further information, please 
go to http://kidcallcard.com. 

***  
My Precious Kid provides a variety of 
safety products for children with au-
tism spectrum disorders. For further 
information, please go to http://
www.mypreciouskid.com/child-
autism-safety.html. 
 

���"��'��
Harbour Way Innovative Learning 
and the Community College of Balti-
more County have partnered to create 
the CCBC Harbour Horizons Pro-
gram, a two-year, five day a week 
college experience for students with 
mild to moderate learning differences 
who want to learn to live and work 
independently while earning a non-
credit completion certificate. Located 
on the Catonsville Campus of the 
Community College of Baltimore 
County, Horizons students learn to 
manage personal finances, read and 
write for independent living, use com-
puters for independent living, study 
issues of health and wellness, study 
issues of civic responsibility and other 
contemporary issues, and work and 
live independently. For further infor-
mation, please contact Martha Schnei-
der at mschnei-

der@harbourschool.org. 
***  

 The goal of the Maryland Technol-
ogy Assistance Program (MD TAP) is 
to make assistive technology more 
available and affordable to Maryland-
ers with disabilities. Assistive tech-
nology includes wheelchairs and 
scooters, specially modified vehicles, 
computers with software that reads 
text aloud, electronic devices to oper-
ate appliances remotely, low-tech aids 
to help perform daily activities, and 
many other items. Their services in-
clude a demonstration and loan pro-
gram which allows people to try out 
devices before buying them; a co-op 
which provides discounts on pur-
chases; an equip.m.ent link which 
provides an on-line classified ad sys-
tem for used devices; and loan pro-
grams which provide funding assis-
tance through low-interest loans. For 
further information about MD TAP’s 
programs and services, please call 
(410) 554-9230 or (800) 832-4827 or 
go to http://www.mdod.state.md.us 
and click on “Get Assistive Technol-
ogy.”  

(Continued from page 11) 
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�������.� Looking for something from a previous newsletter? Scroll to the bottom of our home 
page and use our Google site search tool to find it. 
�

�.� Access Future Horizons or Autism Asperger Publishing Company through our site, and our 
chapter receives a percentage of your purchases. 
/
��.� Become a member or renew your membership via PayPal. 
(�������	��
��.� Find your way to our meetings with Mapquest. 
(
.� Consult our online calendar for autism-related events in our area.  
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We have available autism awareness merchandise, 
including puzzle ribbon lapel pins and car magnets, 
autism puzzle piece bracelets and wristbands, and 
many other wonderful items. They can be purchased 
at our meetings or by using the order forms at 
www.aaccasa.org. 

We participate in affiliate programs with Future 
Horizons and Autism Asperger Publishing Com-
pany. When you access their web sites through the 
links at www.aaccasa.org, our chapter receives a 
portion of the price of your purchases. 

The Garyworld  online store (www.café press.com/
garyworld) promotes the original artwork of chapter 
member Gary Schmedes Jr., including such charac-
ters as Monster Chicken and his girlfriend, Mon-
strous Hen. Gary and his family are generously do-
nating a portion of the profit from the sale of these 
items to our chapter.  
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Beth Strasnick, one of our 
chapter members and the par-
ent of a child with autism, has 
initiated a fundraising effort to 
help our chapter’s awareness, 
education, support, and advo-
cacy efforts.  

 
Beth  has committed to donate $250 to AACC-
ASA for every referral through our group that 
results in a sale, and to increase the donation to 
$500 if she sells your home and helps you buy a 
new home. 
 

 Beth Strasnick 
Century 21 Results Realty 

7231 Ritchie Highway, Suite A, Glen Burnie 
Cell    (410) 294-7723 
Office (410) 590-1395 
Estrasnick@aol.com 


